
Dear Parents & Guardians 

W 
elcome to the new termly edition of First Thursday; it is 
absolutely packed with an impressive record of Term 1 and 
thank you to all of our student and staff contributors.  

 
We have been delighted at the response to the many parent events 
that we have held so far this year; I was disappointed to miss the 
Key Stage 3 assessment evening at the end of term, but I 
understand that it was asequally well attended as the Key Stage 4 
evening, with plenty of staff on hand to answer questions. Of course 
you will have by now received your child’s first profile of the 
academic year, and by way of reminder, or if you were unable to 
attend the information evenings, please remember that you can find 
all the explanatory information under “Parents > Assessment/
Reporting”, by year group, on our new website. If you attended the 
evenings you will know that like all schools across the country, we 
are in the thick of learning how to assess under new systems and 
with new gradings, but I am confident that we have planned robustly 
over the last two years to ensure that we hit the ground running. We 
were particularly pleased to receive some very positive feedback 
from a KS3 parent, who is a teacher elsewhere, who commented 
quite how far ahead we are with our 
assessment at KS3 compared with other 
schools, since the Department for Education 
removed KS3 levels. We are looking forward 
to welcoming Year 7 parents to our Parent / 
Tutor evening tonight where continued 
transition will be the focus of the 
appointments. 
 
We will now be moving our focus to a series of 
events and information sessions supporting 
well being and safeguarding of children. Just 
this coming term we will be: 
 Booking the acclaimed play ‘Chelsea’s 

Choice’ which deals with exploitation of 
children 

 Booking Drugfam to talk to parents about 
dealing with drug issues 

 Developing procedures for dealing with 
Sexting and sexual imagery on social media 
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based on new government advice 
 Working with the Community Alcohol Partnership to tackle underage drinking and anti-social 

behaviour in the community 
 Running our second Parent Forum so far this year, on Anti-bullying & E-safety 
 Running a series of talks, assemblies and activities to support Anti-bullying month in line 

with the nationally driven theme: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
From several very frank conversations I have had with parents over the course this year, there 
is a belief that these issues affect other children, and not our own, and many parents find out 
that this simply wasn’t the case, but after the event; I would urge you to engage in the 
discussion and the debate by taking part in the events that we organise. Tackling these issues 
is a joint responsibility and combining the expertise of parents, agencies and the school will 
have a far more sustainable and profound effect than the school dealing with individual 
incidents as they arise. We will report back after Christmas on the progress we have made. 
 
Jenny Eastham our Assistant Headteacher returns from leave this term to take on the Anti-
bullying and E-safety strategy and you will soon receive an invitation to attend the Parent 
Forum on  28

th
 November to discuss both these issues. On that note I am pleased to report 

that we are now up and running with an e-reporting system that students can use on the VLE 
provided by a company called “e-safe systems.” Students are not only able to report any 
concerns that they have through a series of straightforward prompts, but the company report 
immediately to our safeguarding team, any activity that raises safeguarding concerns. 
 
Finally, on an exciting note, the work to build the new Science block on Centre Site began over 
half term. This is a significant milestone in our journey to move to two sites. It appears that we 
really will now move to two sites during the next academic year (Sept-17 to July-18). We are 
hoping to now exchange contracts on the sale of East site before Christmas, and when this 
has taken place I will write to all parents with a detailed update. 
 

Jo Halliday 
Headteacher 
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O 
n Sunday 13th November at 10am the traditional King Alfred’s Remembrance Day 
Service organised by the Old Alfredians Association takes place at the war memorial in the 
cloisters outside the old school building on Portway. 

All members of the King Alfred’s community, past and present, are welcome to attend; parents, 
students, staff and governors. 

We will meet outside the new Centre Site Reception building from 9.45am onwards with the service 
starting at 10am. It is only a short 15 or 20 minute service; the last post is played and wreaths are laid. 
The service takes place at this time so that it allows people to go on to attend other local church 
services if they wish. 

We will be remembering all those who lost their lives in the service of their country. 

Remembrance Day Service 

S 
TOP PRESS!  
We have just heard that Eda Onay in Year 8 has just won the Team Bronze 
Medal in the U15 World Biathle and Triathle Championships.  In the Triathle Eda 
finished 11th overall competing against girls over a year older than her.  Huge 

congratulations to Eda on this momentous achievement 
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Senior House and Sports Captains 2016-2017 

I 
'm delighted to have been appointed as Head of Houses for Centre Site and would like to 
introduce you to the House and Senior Sports Captains for this year. These students and I 
will be working together to implement some of their own ideas across the school in several 

different areas: charities, events, the community, communications, student leadership and the 
environment. At the end of term one they presented their ideas to the Mrs Halliday, Mr 
Lawrence and Mrs Dean over a working lunch, and are already planning a visit to Oxfordshire 
County Council for their 'take over day', where we hope to gain some tips on running a 
successful student council and putting some of these exciting ideas into practice. Watch this 
space! 

Rachael Pearce 
Head of Psychology/Head of Houses for Centre Site 

 

HOUSE CHAIR 

 

 

 

WHITE HORSE  

HOUSE CAPTAIN  

 

 

SPORTS CAPTAIN  
 

 

I’ Will and my role as House Chair requires me to oversee the house teams weekly meeting, in 

which I need to keep minutes and make notes of what discussed. This enables the team to go 

away and work on prioritised issues raised at the meetings. Although I don't have a specific 

project to work, on this because my role is mainly managing the different projects, generally I will 

help where I can if needed. I will be mainly helping Oscar on the charity project and Liv on the 

communication project, as these two projects are the most demanding. 

I’m Olivia and my senior role is that of White Horse House Captain. This year, I will be 

responsible for ‘communications’ which includes everything from organising assemblies to 

promote our events to contributing to First Thursday. I also like to recruit a sixth form committee 

and involve them in our various projects. I study Chemistry, Biology and English Literature and 

have applied to study Medicine at University. 

My name is CJ and I am the Sports Captain for White horse. I was given the opportunity to be 

in charge of the environment at my school. I am currently studying A-level psychology, maths 

and biology. These subjects can be very challenging but I use my time wisely and also very 

determined to get the answers right if I get them wrong, so I can achieve the grades that I need 

to go to university next year.  
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RIDGEWAY  

HOUSE CAPTAIN  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPORTS CAPTAIN  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VALE  

CO HOUSE CAPTAINS 

 

 

SPORTS CAPTAIN  

My name's Oscar Clayton, I'm in R3 and I'm the house captain for Ridgeway. I study PE, Psychology and Geography, 
and after a year out, I'm aiming to go to Loughborough to study Sports Technology. Loughborough should give me a 
great opportunity to further my rugby alongside my education. Over the next year, alongside Will, I will be working on 
charities. Personally I think school does a great job with fundraising so I think for us it'll be just adding to what is 
already planned and putting in smaller, more regular opportunities such as bake sales - lots of small actions can go a 
long way  

I’m Charlotte and I am the Senior Sports Captain for Ridgeway. This year I will be working on the 
future leader’s project with Blythe.  Within this project area, I aim to be involved in the leadership 
theme days and leadership programme.  Also, we will work on trying to increase leadership 
opportunities for the younger years to get involved in and include speakers to give talks to help 
inspire students. This year I am studying Biology, Chemistry and PE and I hope to go on to study 
Equine science or equine and human sports science at university. 

Hi! I’m Ciara and I am the Co-Senior House Captain of Vale. I am currently in Year 13 and I am 
studying Maths, History and Geography, with the hope of studying Law at university. This year I 
am working on the project area of ‘Community’ and I hope to improve both the community within 
KAs and the wider community. As a Wantage Youth Town Councillor, I hope to provide a link 
between the school and the Town Council, and I would also like to start up some form of 
committee within the Sixth Form. 

My name is Shannan Quick and my role for this year is Co-Senior House Captain for Vale. Over 
the course of this year, I will be over seeing the area of Events. Within this, I will be working 
closely with Mrs Dean and other members of the house team for whole charity and celebratory 
events. I am currently studying Biology, Chemistry and History at A2 and have aspirations of 
studying Veterinary Nursing at university or through an apprenticeship following Sixth Form. 

My name is Blythe Heakin and I am the Vale senior sports captain. As well as this my area is 

leadership, along with Charlotte. I hope that we can increase the number of younger students 

taking up the opportunity to have a leadership role. We would also like to build a better leadership 

community between all three sites. I feel that I can improve leadership in the school as I have 

been accepted into the British army. I feel this will help to support the input I can give and let me 

use the skills that I have learned to improve student’s leadership and help them to build better 

understanding of life skills.  



Page 6 

 

E-Safety: Cyber Bullying 

Y 
ou may have noticed the open letter, written by Lucy Alexander, which has been circulating in 
the national media in the past few weeks. Felix had been bullied and targeted through social 
media and on April 27th Felix took his own life having endured several years of abuse. Felix’s 

torment hidden to even those who knew and loved him best.  
 
Felix was targeted from the age of 10, initially though a video game. Over the course of the next 
seven years Felix became increasingly socially isolated, finding it hard to make and keep friendships 
in ‘real life’. He was miserable and frightened. All the while, Felix was numb to the fact that there were 
so many people in his life who loved and cared for him deeply. The bullies’ cruelty meant that this had 
little impact on him.  
 
Mrs Alexander poignantly writes that her letter was not written to elicit sympathy from the public, but 
because ‘there are so many other children like Felix who are struggling and she goes on to suggest 
that we collectively need to do more as adults to take action.  Whilst we would hope that any young 
person facing any form of abuse online would have the confidence to seek support, the truth is that 
many are scared to ask for help.   
 
In response to this article, the E-Safety team, made up of staff and students on East Site, put together 
their 3 top tips for students and their parents: 
 
1. Be aware that apps such as ooVoo make your personal information accessible to other 

people who aren’t necessarily on your list of friends. On these apps, people can join in group 
conversations; they can talk with people they know and they can easily connect with strangers 
they have never met. Our team feels that whilst apps like this can be good to chat amongst 
friends, they are also one of the most common ways in which victims are targeted. Sadly, those 
who want to cause others distress will add their victims to conversations for the pure reason of 
ganging up on them. Online, with relative anonymity, people can feel comfortable saying mean 
things which they’d never say in ‘real life’. Our team noted that “generally cyberbullying through 
apps like this will start with one ringleader, but online others will feel like they can join in as if 
they’ll never get in trouble”.  

2. Be tech savvy. Cyberbullying is a criminal offense and prosecutions are on the rise year 
upon year. In order to protect yourself and ensure that guilty parties can be held to account, 
learn how to record evidence of any cyberbullying you witness. Our team recommends taking 
screen shots of any hurtful messages. “This is really easy to do on an iPhone and it’s good 
because apps like Snapchat don’t store messages. If you can screen shot messages you’ll be 
able to prove something hurtful was sent.” Students commented that many bullies will use 
Snapchat because messages last a matter of seconds before they disappear.  

3. Be positive online, enjoy the benefits of the internet and don’t feel afraid. One student 
noted that “the majority of people wouldn’t say anything intentionally hurtful but the messages 
you constantly hear are that the internet is a dangerous place full of horrible people.” It is 
important to remember that whilst, as found by the i-SAFE Foundation, 1 in 3 children have 
experienced at least one cyberthreat online, 2 in 3 children would consider their online 
experiences safe and enjoyable. Although our aim is for 100% of young people to feel safe and 
happy online, this is at least a positive reminder that it’s not all bad. Should you or someone you 
know experience cyberbullying in some form, it is important that you remember that support is 
out there. Be brave and speak up. Most websites have a button which allows you to report users 
who are sending unkind messages. You can also report E-Safety concerns through the Student 
page on the VLE. Your voice will always be heard! 

 
Jennifer Baker-Jones 
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Wantage Town Council’s New Citizenship Award 
Presented at King Alfred’s Awards Evening 

K 
ing Alfred’s Academy celebrated 
the many and varied 
achievements of it’s students at 

it’s annual Awards’ Evening held on 13 
October at The Beacon in Wantage. A 
new award presented this year was the 
Wantage Town Council sponsored 
“Award for Community Service”. 
 
This was won by a team of students 
involved in a Citizen Journalism 
Internship Programme who worked on 
the marketing and promotion of the 2016 
Wantage Summer Festival.  Their 
activities included interviewing the Mayors of both Seesen and Wantage on the opening week-
end, conducting both audio and video interviews at Festival events, promoting the Festival’s 
content via social media channels and critical analysis of the Festival’s website and youth 
engagement activities. 
 
The recipients of the award were: Bryony Gooch, Chloe Aston, Mia Collins, Natasha Doxey, 
Taylor Brittain, Boris Buklanov and Yasmine Felder.  As they worked on the project, the young 
people gained in-depth work experience and training in digital journalism and acquired a 
unique set of skills that they would put to good use later.   
 
Year 13 student Bryony Gooch said: “What struck me about taking part in this was the value of 
community. Although I’d been to certain events in Wantage, I never fully realised how much 
people cared about their local society; there is a sense of pride and optimism that the people 
working at these events share. As a Digital Journalist, I got to witness this first hand”.  
 
Bryony added: “One event which particularly exemplified this incredible community spirit was 
Dylan Fest. Run by the local youth organisation Sweatbox to commemorate Dylan Edwards, 
the turnout was amazing. The atmosphere was filled with good music; heads were covered in 
large colourful hats… Inside the centre people were making a mosaic mural of Dylan’s name. 
It’s not every day that you see people working together with such commitment to a principle”.  
 
Wantage Mayor, Steve Trinder commented: "Wantage Town Council wish to forge even closer 
links with King Alfred's Academy and the first step taken recently was to form the Youth 
Council which has been a great success. To further increase students’ awareness of Council 
activities we have introduced the “Wantage Town Council Award for Community Service”. This 
year the award has gone to a group of students who have been outstanding in supporting the 
Wantage Summer Festival in Digital Media and Journalism events." 
 
Jo Halliday, King Alfred’s Head Teacher, added: “We are delighted that the Town Council have 

offered to sponsor this new annual award.  The Academy takes its responsibilities to our local 

community very seriously and the award will highlight and recognise this important aspect of 

student life here.”  
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Year 7 Trip to Youlbury 

A 
fter a busy day of activities, we finally drifted off into a peaceful sleep. Of course, the silence didn’t last for long! Already working 
hard to conceal the buzz from an exciting day, we all knew it the minute it started thundering… We wouldn’t be getting a solid 8 
hours of beauty sleep. 
 

The strange thing about being in a tent is that even the slightest drizzle will sound like a monsoon. Our sleep came to an end the second the 
first pitter-patter hit the canopy. And then it really hit. Rain like we’ve never seen before pelted the tent from all angles, with many of us 
working hard to keep water out. Fortunately for our teachers, we were calm and silent throughout the whole thing… Not! Despite our fear of 
the thunder, lightning and hammering rain, we couldn’t help but see the exciting side of the situation. Being with friends old and new helped 
ease us all, and once the initial shock of the change in weather wore off, we were all in fits of laughter. It’s pretty safe to say that once you’ve 
been through something like that together, you’re going to be friends for life.  

Emily S and Josh G (White Horse) 

H 
aving had a day packed full of 

activities, you’d think we’d be given a 
chance to chill out in the evening. 

You’d be wrong. Instead of retiring to where we 
were camping, we headed back outside for 

more adventures.  

 
We started with the talent show. It was 

unbelievable how brave the contestants were, 
standing up in front of people they had just met 

to sing, dance or perform a piece of drama. 
Even though they had amazing talent to 

showcase, it must have been so nerve-wracking 

for them. Luckily, they had a wonderful 
audience, and we all made a point of cheering 

on each performer. We were all part of Team 
Ridgeway, after all!  

 

After a lovely dinner cooked by our wonderful 
canteen staff, we headed into the forest in 

search of a mysterious fire… Supporting each 
other through our initial anxiety, we made it to 

the fire for marshmallows and some chanting! 
With over 100 of us singing at the top of our 

lungs, it really was a sight (and sound!) to 

behold. It did strain the vocal chords, though, 
so it’s probably a good thing we’d already had 

the talent show!  
Chloe N, Kiera H and Flo J (Ridgeway) 

I 
f there’s one thing I learnt from my time at Youlbury, it’s 
that the resilience of 11 year olds is not to be 
underestimated.  
 

Just like them, this was my first time at Youlbury (or any similar 
experience), and despite being many years older than the 
children I was working with, I soon realised that I’d have to 
toughen up! I’m not sure whether it was the spiders in our 
dorms (I dare to think how many were in the tents!) or seeing a 
student fearlessly catch a toad and hold it proudly in my face 
that scared me the most. I had an example to set and had to 
work incredibly hard to deal with my fear in a rational way.  
 
Impressed with the bravery of our students, I quickly got the 
impression that my encouragement wasn’t always needed. 
They were determined to ‘grab every opportunity’ and did it 
with such maturity and self-control. Our students conducted 
themselves excellently over the two days and were a credit to 
themselves and to King Alfred’s.  
 
Upon our return to school, a few students in my tutor group 
asked me to take a rough guess at how many registers I took 
over the two days. Their estimates ranged anywhere from 30 
to several hundred! Arguably, the most important thing I 
gained from our trip to Youlbury is a better relationship with 
my tutor group. Youlbury gave us the opportunity to get to 
know each other in a completely different context; the only 
down side to this is they now know how I feel about spiders! I 
trust that they won’t use their knowledge against me! 

Jennifer Baker-Jones (Year 7 Tutor) 
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C 
hoosing a favourite activity is near impossible, 

but the zip wire definitely comes close. If you’re 

looking for a sense of achievement, this is 

definitely one to try. That said, if you have a fear of 

heights, you may want to think again! 

 

Reassured by the amount of safety equipment that we 

were given, we were ready to give it our best shot. 

Knowing that the only thing holding us in the air was a 

bit of rope was not a comforting thought! Many people 

were incredibly scared, but amazingly, everyone took 

part. It’s a good job that they did, because having done it, 

you can appreciate just how wonderful it feels to be in 

the air and to do something so daring. It’s also amazing 

to hear everyone in your house cheering you on, 

knowing they want you to succeed. If anyone arrived at 

Youlbury worried that they hadn’t made any friends 

since starting at KA’s, they’d definitely have left 

knowing that they had the whole of year 7 on their side. 

  

We enjoyed the activities so much that it’s just a shame 

we can’t do leaps of faith in all of our lessons! It 

wouldn’t hurt to ask our teachers, though…  

 

Flo, Chloe, Kiera, Josh and Emily (Year 7 students) 
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Year 13 Art Trip to Florence 

The Convent of San Marco and the Museo del Converto di San 

Marco. 

Drawing from San Miniato al Monte. 
Standing atop one of the highest points in 
the city and is one of the finest Rom-
anesque structures and offers fantastic 
views over the city  

View from the Duomo and it’s 
magnificent Renaissance dome 
designed by Flippo Brunelleschi. 

Visit to the Pitti Palace which houses 
several important museums, 

Visit to the Academia to see Michelangelo’s ‘Prisoners’ and the magnifi-
cent statue of David. Studying Michelangelo’s technique we completed 
a series of sketches. 

Year 13 students recently visited Florence to 
study Renaissance which was kindly supported 

by the Loyd family 
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Spanish Exchange 

A 
n amazing week in Baeza 
(Spain) 
At the start of October, ten brave 
students from KAA went to Spain 

and were warmly welcomed by their partners. 
While the weather worked in our favour (26- 
34° degrees there …. and the heating was on 
here!), the students were a credit to King 
Alfred’s. They fully engaged in every activity - 
from visiting historical monuments to ordering 
and eating tapas, churros and chocolate in 
cafés. They were anxious at first, lost in 
translation at times, but they came back 
having experienced more than just a school 
trip.  
 
They lived as young Spaniards and realised 
that it was OK to stay with “strangers”, that it 
was “OK” not be completely fluent in another 
language as long as you tried…and 
improved! They were out of their comfort 
zone but will neither forget the friends they 
made, nor the customs and traditions they 
experienced. I’ve had the privilege of 
witnessing ten students reflecting on their 
own way of life, planning their next trip back 
and more generally embrace cultural 
differences. I feel I need to thank them for 
taking them with me! 
  
A few words from Charlotte Bell: 
“I‘m normally a very happy person, but this 
week, I’ve felt deeply content.   We got to see 
the stunning Spanish landscapes and try 
delicious new food, meaning that it felt more 
like a holiday than a school trip.  Because of 
the number of students on the exchange, we 
were able to choose how to spend our free 
time, which I enjoyed a lot”. 
  
And next year….. 
 
If your Year 9 or Year 10 child wants to take 
part in this year's Spanish exchange, please 
contact Mrs Loyer ASAP- We only have a few 
spaces left! (sloyer1@kaacademy.org) 

A few pictures from Jackson Cook: 
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Year 13 Psychology and Science Trip 

O 
n Tuesday 18th October 32 year 13 psy-
chology and BTEC science students 
ventured into London to discover more 

about the world of crime and forensics. After a 
long, traffic-ridden journey they arrived at the 
Royal Institution to hear a series of talks and lec-
tures at the conference of forensics and crime 
security.  
 
The programme for the day was jam packed with 
talks on interesting topics, the first of which was 
from Daneen Hernandes of the FBI, who spoke 
about Cryptanalysis and code breaking. She 
gave some fascinating examples of how she has 
decoded tattoos on criminals to help convict 
them. 
 
This was followed by Dr Georgina Meakin, who 
spoke about how the presence of DNA evidence 
does NOT automatically imply that someone is 
guilty of a crime. 
 
After a short break, Maria Maclennan introduced 
the field that she has pioneered : forensic jewel-
lery, and how it can help in victim identification, 
whether in crime or disaster settings. Dr Anna 
Williams then (literally!) shared with the ven-
ue some of gases given off during human de-
composition in a talk entitled 'the scent of death'! 
After lunch and a stroll to Green Park, the dis-

persal of tissue fragmentation was the next top-
ic - how explosions affect the way that tissue 
falls at a crime scene. Dr James French spoke 
about the science behind gunshot residue and 
how it can be used as evidence in forensic cas-
es. Finally, and most relevantly for the psycholo-
gists amongst the group, Dr Paul Gill spoke 
about understanding 'Lone Wolf' Terrorism - 
what makes an individual more likely to partake 
in these this type of crime.  
 
On the (even longer!) coach journey home Ellie 
Kay commented about the day, saying 'It was 
really interesting to see how so many different 
degrees could lead into the area of forensics'. 
Natasha Laybourne said she 'appreciated see-
ing the difference between how forensics are 
portrayed in the media and how they are in real 
life'. CJ Rabosa said 'he couldn't believe how 
misleading gun powder technology could 
be'. Matt Addison really enjoyed the fact that he 
got to see how forensics could be viewed from 
so many different perspectives.  
 
Despite the long journey to and from London, all 
students found the day interesting and had their 
eyes opened to an increasingly popular area of 
science. Psychology students will beginning 
their forensic psychology module in lessons at 
the beginning of November.  

 
Rachael Pearce 
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Sports News 

B 
en Cumberland (8R2) travelled as part of the Junior Triathlon Team for Team SW to 
Strathclyde Country Park for the National Championships, home of the 2014 Commonwealth 
Games Triathlon Event, and part of this years Under 20’s Festival with Junior and Youth elite 

racing too on the weekend of 3/4 September. The event comprises of 13 Regions in the UK as 
follows: 

 
The IRC is a draft legal team event with Podium spots awarded for the first 3 athletes in each race, 
points are scored for each individual place in boys and girls TS2 (11 & 12 yrs) and TS3 (13 & 14 yrs) 
categories. Team SW is selected from the IRC qualifier held this year at Eton Dorney on 26 June. 
Only the top 3 athletes are selected from the qualifier in each category and thus each Regional 
Team comprises of 12 athletes. 
 
Team SW won Team Gold for the first time in the history of IRC’s.  
Ben finished a very respectable 22nd out of 39 competitors in his first year in this age group and 
being one of the youngest in his age category 
having just turned 13 the day before the race. 
He was the 4th fastest 13yr old  with the 2nd, 
3rd and 4th 13 yr old finishing within 3 seconds 
of each other.  
 
 
 

 

Scotland North West North East Yorkshire 

West Midlands East Midlands Wales Eastern 

London South Central South West South East 

Jersey       

2016 British Triathlon Inter Regional Championships (IRC) 
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Sports News continued 

ESFA Boys 
U14 
Playstation 
Schools Cup 

Trinity 
School 

Away 

Matt Edkins 
& 

Alastair 
Broome 

  
Won 
5 - 0 

Archie Brew (20) 
Sam Cheshire (33) 
Jake Fisher (35) 

Sam Cheshire (42) 
Sam Cheshire (55) 

  

19th September 2016 

28th September 2016 

OSFA U19 League 
Boys Football – 
Round 1 

St. Clare’s Away 
Matt Bow-

ler 

  
Won 
3 - 1 
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Megan Ready – Year 13  
 
Megan recently became the youngest Oxfordshire ladies Bad-

minton champion at the senior county championship. 

U16 Boys OSFA  
Marlborough v KAA 

Wednesday 5th October  
Away 

Result: 3 -1 win 

KA Scorers: James Ormrod (1) 

& Luke Plumb (2) 
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Literacy News 

COPS: Our new proofreading strategy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As part of our drive to further improve literacy at King Alfred's, we have introduced ‘COPS’ to 
help students proofread their written work. This strategy is being used in every subject 
because we want students to take responsibility for the accuracy of their work to the best of 
their ability. An awareness of how to use language correctly could have significant 
academic, personal -- and eventually professional -- benefits for our young people. 
Student literacy leaders on East and West will receive training on COPS strategies and will be 
supporting their classmates across the curriculum.  
 
Some teachers have taken student leadership on COPS even further; for example, in Ms 
Stewart’s class, one student is selected as the ‘PC COP’. This person wears a policeman’s hat 
and checks to make sure that each student has completed COPS in purple pen before giving 
the COPS stamp of approval in students’ books. 
 

Please encourage your children to use COPS after 
doing homework to ensure that each piece of written 
work is of the highest possible quality. Daily practice 
will ensure that the accurate use of language is 
embedded, and will hopefully override the ‘text-
speak’ and punctuation-free communication that has 
become habitual for many teenagers!  

Alice Visser 
Literacy Coordinator 
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Literacy 

S 
ummer Reading Bingo 
Congratulations to all students in 
Years 7, 8 and 9 who participated in 
the King Alfred’s Summer Reading 

Bingo. We have 26 students with a full house; 
these students read 12 (or more) books from 
different genres during the summer, which is 
a magnificent achievement. An additional 60 
students participated in the reading challenge 
-- by my count, King Alfred’s students read 
653 books as part of the challenge!  
 
‘Full House’ students (students who read 
12 or more books) 
Burt Staunton-Lamb 7W1 
Joseph Money 7W2 
John Birchall 7W2 
Imogen Morgan Bailey 7W3 
Molly Rowland 7W4 
Sasha Hadley 7V1 
Rose Kent 7V1 
Evie Cowieson 7V2 
Emily Gooday7V2 
Alice Collins 7V2 
Pearl Westbury-Beal 7V2 
Libby Barry 7V2 
Bruce Webb 7V3 
Chloe Smith 7V3 
Elizabeth Pickerill 7V3 
Phoebe Edwards 7V3 
Findlay Macgillivray-Edwards 7V4 
Megan Garland 7V4 
Frederick Jenks 7V4 
Catherine Gillot 7V4 
Ben Cumberland 8R2 
Hannah Muddiman 8R2 
Iva Ferjentsikova 8V3 
Imogen Morgan 8W3 
Oscar Edwards 9V1 
 
Raffle prizes for the 
Summer Reading 
Bingo contest-- 
available to every 
student who 
participated (one ticket 
per book read) -- will be 
announced and 
awarded at the House 
celebration assemblies.  
 

Alice Visser 

B 
reakfast and Books 
Ten of last year’s Year 7 and 8 
students successfully met reading 
challenges over the course of several 

months, and therefore were awarded a book of 
their choice to keep. Congratulations to George 
Chandler-Doore, Kane Fowler, Toyah Hunt, 
Aimee Trinder, Mary Williamson, Chloe Allen, 
Chantal Dawson, Tyler Gould, Marsha Kurzik 
and Bradley Oetzel. Below are photos from 
some of the students proudly holding the books 
they earned. 

Alice Visser 
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MFL 

European Day of Languages 
The Modern Foreign Languages faculty celebrated ‘European Day of Languages’ this term. Students 
(and staff!) were encouraged to participate in a number of activities including:- 
 
 Ordering food in languages ranging from Hindi to Welsh, all linked to the canteen menus 
 Answering the register in one of 30 different languages 
 Learning numbers in another language as a tutor group 
 Taking a tutor quiz to promote the value of speaking another language 
 Discussing the importance of learning a language (see some poems from Year 9 below) 
 
Here at King Alfred’s Academy, the MFL team is passionate about the benefits of learning a foreign lan-
guage. In fact, this has been show to improve memory skills, stave of dementia and could even make 
you more employable.  
In a world where 56% of people worldwide speak a second language, compared to just 25% in the UK, it 
is vital that our young people are making the most of the opportunities available to them at King Alfred’s 
to improve their language skills.  
In addition, by pausing to celebrate the hundreds of languages spoken around the world we can send a 
powerful message: we are at our strongest when we are open and outward-facing. As the Eastern Euro-

pean proverb says, “You live a new life for every new 
language you speak. If you know only one language, 
you live only once.”  
 

Ali Quick 
Modern Foreign Languages 

Languages are fun 

A very impressive thing to do 

Nothing is easy  
Gotta learn new words 

Understand conjugation 

And accents too 

Great new friends 

Excellent mind 

Smarter and better memory 

 

Gabriella Rhodes, 9W1 

If I’d learnt the language 

Being laughed at by an employee, 

As I try to speak Punjabi, 

 

‘Say ‘my name is’, in 30 different languages’ 

If I’d listened in Spanish, I would’ve man-

aged… 

 

If I’d realised how important MFL could be, 

And learnt more about what’s over the sea, 

I’d have more opportunities laid out for me, 

If I’d have learnt the language. 

 

I could’ve gone on more vacations, 

Visited more train stations, 

Arrived at more destinations. 

If I’d have learnt the language. 

 

Learnt numbers 100-0, 

All the colours of the rainbow, 

Had more places I could go, 

I’m so glad I learnt the language. 
 

Heidi Barnes, Mabel Leighton and Fleur Waterston 



Love of other countries comes with a price 
Even if you love Indian rice 
Ahead of your game is what you must be  
Remembering key phrases 1, 2, 3 
Now before you leave you must have some 
knowledge 
I learned my knowledge by going to college 
Never the less languages did not come easy to 
me 
Guidance is needed to be the best you can be! 
 
Languages are tricky, languages are great 
And when you are good, you will have foreign 
mates! 
Now let’s fly to India 1, 2, 3 
Get some Indian rice now shall we? 
United Kingdom is where I come from  
Although I do splash out and venture to Hong 
Kong   
Good things will come from learning a language 
Especially when applying, you’ll have an ad-
vantage 
So come on now, don’t be shy- give a language 
a try! 
 

Alice Hitchings and Ellie Middleton 
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Why learn a language? 

Learning a language can be fun, why not 

give it a try? 

You could learn it on a plane while 

you’re flying by.  

There’s German, Spanish, Chinese and 

French, all are equally fine.  

You could learn French in the gym while 

you’re getting dench. 

Or learn some German while in the park 

sitting on a bench. 

Or if you’re feeling adventurous why not 

give Chinese a try?  

It’s spoken all over Asia so you know 

it’s worth your while. 

And soon you’ll look at all these words 

you’ve learnt and see that it’s a pile. 

Soon you could be on to your 10th or 11th 

file.  

If you make some overseas friends then 

some of them could be funny. 

Plus, you could get a job which will earn 

you much more money.  
 

Ben Barwani 



Page 20 

Maths Challenge 

T 
he Maths Department at KAs are excited about continuing to participate in the 
National Maths Challenge competitions this year. We will enter the Junior, 
Intermediate and Senior Competitions as well as some Team Challenges. 

 
We look forward to many students continuing to achieve Bronze, Silver and Gold awards as 
well as reaching further rounds of the competition such as the European Kangaroos and 
Olympiads. 
 
The next competition is the Senior Maths Challenge on Tuesday 8

th
 November 2016 (for 

some Year 11, 12 and 13 students). Below are some sample questions from the last Senior 
Maths Challenge for you to have a go at: 
 
Question 3: 
When Louise had her first car, 50 litres of petrol cost £40. When she filled up the 
other day, she noticed that 40 litres of petrol cost £50. 
By approximately what percentage has the cost of petrol increased over this time? 
 

a) 50%,    b) 56%    c) 67%    d) 75% or    e) 80% 

 

Question 5: 
The integer n is the mean of the three numbers 17, 23 and 2n. What is the sum of the 
digits of n? 
 

a) 4   b) 5,   c) 6,   d) 7or    e) 8 
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Embracing Challenge! 

T 
his term teachers have been working on creating optional challenge tasks for 
students. These are in addition to the challenge that they should experiencing in 
the classroom and is to provide students with the opportunity to extend their 
knowledge and thinking even more widely.  If students are interested, then they 

should speak to their teachers next term; there are prizes available for giving these tasks a 
go!  
 
As a taster: 
 

 
From Maths: 
Here is a five-pointed star: 
 

   
Draw a couple of five pointed stars of your own, making sure your lines are nice and straight! 
Measure the interior angles at the five points and add them together. 
 
What do you notice? Can you prove it? 
 
 

 
From Physics: 
Isaac Newton, the founder of mechanics, believed that the future of the Universe was 
completely predictable if the starting conditions are known in sufficient detail. 
Why was he wrong? 
 
 
 
I look forward to seeing the work that our students produce.  
 
 

Chloe Butterfield 
Assistant Headteacher  

(Teaching and Learning) 
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Art Department News 

The Year 12 Art, Craft and Design students and 
a selection of Year 11 Textile students had the 
wonderful experience of working with local artist 
Amanda Hislop. Students explored landscapes 
and seascapes in a range of media, which ties 
n to their current theme of 'Sense of Place'. 

The Art 
Department 

Year 9 Music 

Examples lf year 9 book 
work as well as their own 

cover song project in 
which they perform their 
version of the pokemon 

theme. 

D 
esign and Technology needs timber 
Our GCSE and A level product design final outcomes use a huge 

range of materials including a lot of natural hard woods (Oak, 

Beech, teak and Mahogany). We rely on donations from local 

businesses to supply good offcuts of natural timber that would otherwise 

be surplus to requirements. If you can help us out yourself or know 

someone who can please get in touch. We would also be willing to hear 

from anyone who can help out with any other materials. Below some 

photos of some of the outstanding practical outcomes we produced last 

year which we intend to better this year. 

Y 
ear 8 Designing master class 
Our year 8 groups this term have been learning a 

whole new way to present and enhance their design 

work which has seen the quality of their ideas go 

through the roof. Things are looking really good for the 

future of the subject when a lot of the students are 

producing GCSE ready ideas pages in term 1 of year 8. 

A selection of design work from 8b/te2 
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Philosophy Club  

I 
n the past three weeks, we’ve had the pleasure to attend the newly-formed philosophical 
enquiry elective that takes place each Tuesday in the Sixth Form Common Room.  
  

Compared to a classroom debate, the philosophical discussions that take place broaden 
participants’ perspectives and moral viewpoints through an open, non-judgemental format.  
  
The sessions are structured un-conventionally. When the meeting begins, the 
moderator provides a stimulus (which has come in the form of a piece of audio, a physical 
object, and a work of art so far) to inspire a train of enquiry. This is then developed over two 
minutes of silent thought, and further interrogated in small groups of two to three people. After 
this second phase of refinement, the group agrees upon one question that they feel has 
sufficient depth and puts it forward to the larger group. From here, a small discussion ensues 
and- through democratic means- the group selects a final question that is further debated and 
explored.  
  
Last week, we were provided with Picasso’s “Guernica” as a stimulus. This inspired questions 
of morality and fairness in war in the group, but the main question that was chosen was: “Are 
human rights suspended in war? And if so, should they be?”  
One opinion was based around the idea that war is animalistic or instinctive by nature and 
rights were a product of society and order, therefore the two are unlikely to ever work in 
unison.  
  
Another opinion questioned why war was necessary at all in a modern world and whether we, 
as a race, might ever get past the seemingly intrinsic need to wage it.  
 
In conclusion, we would highly recommend the elective for any students who may enjoy an 
abstract debate and hope to see you there!  
  

 Adam Simcox and Bryony Gooch 
Year 13 
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Dutch School Visit 

O 
n Thursday 20th October a group of 34 Dutch students visited Centre Site as part of their 

week-long stay in England. Some of our fantastic sixth formers delivered presentations on 

the education system in the UK and then students were given a tour of the site and an 

opportunity to experience an A Level lesson. With many thanks to all those students involved in 

providing such a warm welcome and especially to Maddie Lewis-Hughe, Clare St George, Olivia 

Grant, Aislinn Martin for their presentations and Daniel Potter (our translator!). 

Modern Foreign Languages and  

Pam Stokell   (Highly Able Programme) 

Science and Geography Natural History Trip to London 
 

T 
heme Day 1 saw the first half of Year 9 make the exciting trip to the Natural History 
Museum as part of their extended learning of Earthquakes and the Body. For some 
Year 9's this was their first trip to the capital and everyone was very excited. Students 

were able to go in the Earthquake simulator to see what it would be like in a real Earthquake 
as well as extend their learning in the various exhibitions. 
 
The living zone is always a massive lure for students as they get to see for themselves the 
real life models of blue whales, elephants and apes. The new exhibition explaining the 
evolution of man was particularly exciting as Year 9 look forward to the topics they will be 
taught in Year 10. The students were a credit to King Alfred’s and we are very much looking 
forward to taking the other half of Year 9 on Theme day 2.   
Science and Geography 

 
Vicky Stokes  Director of Science 

Sarah Kilbride  Head of Geography 



Page 25 

Sixth Form News 

S 
tudents have now settled into their studies and are working hard on various AS, A2 and 
BTEC courses. As ever, Wednesday afternoons are dedicated to either Sixth Form 
games or volunteering projects. New for this year has been the launch of a 5-a-side 

football league and a badminton team ladder. 
 
Alongside their academic work, we have been encouraging students to broaden their Sixth 
Form experience and as such have offered a range of opportunities since September. Year 12 
benefitted from a study skills workshop run by Elevate, an Oxford-based company, and initial 
feedback was very positive. Year 13 Peer Supporters continue their brilliant work over on East 
and this supportive role has now been extended so that Year 12s can apply to supervise 
lunchtimes on West site in a paid capacity. The Sixth Form raised over £700 on the 
sponsored walk and we are grateful to the Amnesty group for running a cake stall along the 
route. 
 
Assemblies this term have also focussed on different opportunities available to sixth formers. 
We are delighted that several students will be spending half term in the Gower in South Wales 
as part of the National Citizenship Scheme and look forward to celebrating their successes as 
the year progresses. As ever, the Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme remains popular. 
Sixth form funding is being used to support those attending our first ‘Mindfulness Course’: an 
initiative that was offered to all. The essay competition launched by Linda Parker from Toc H 
closes on November 30

th
. Students need to write on the topics of friendship, service, 

fairmindedness or reconciliation for a chance to win cash prizes! 
 
Last week’s Theme Day gave Year 13s a chance to spend an extended period of time with 
their subject teachers to prepare for examinations. To celebrate October as Black History 
Month, Year 12s benefitted from a presentation by the History Department on the slave trade 
followed by a screening of the Oscar-winning film ‘Twelve Years A Slave’ at the Beacon. This 
was undeniably challenging to watch for us all. 
 
Early UCAS entries have now been made and we wish our prospective Oxbridge and medic 
undergraduates every success with their applications. The rest of Year 13 are busy finalising 
their Personal Statements for a slightly later deadline. 
 
I hope that all the sixth formers get a chance to relax over the holiday and also spend some 
time reviewing and consolidating their work from a busy Term 1. 
 

Tracy Gardiner 
Assistant Head of Sixth Form 
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PSCHE 

B 
etween years 7 and 11, I admit that I was always reluctant to do PSCHE (Personal, Social, 
Citizenship and Health Education). However, upon arriving into Year 12, I took on the role 
PSCHE leader in the hope it would change my mind. It is a role designed to encourage more 

discussions about our own society and the events happening worldwide in the twenty-minute period 
of tutor time. 

 

Each week, I look for an interesting topic for my tutor group to discuss. For example, one week I 
asked my classmates if Trump really has a chance of becoming President, and what was the main 
factor that got him to this point. This sparked stimulating ideas about tolerance, equality, and a desire 
for change – with many of the students also proposing questions. Another week, I introduced a well-
known problem of ‘The Drowning Child’, which was designed by a philosopher, Peter Singer. It 
proposed the idea that rescuing a drowning child from a pond in the local park (despite ruining a 
hypothetical £500 outfit and being late for work) is no different from helping – indeed rescuing – a 
child in danger overseas, via regular financial donations. This problem divided the class and 
challenged them to think about why their attitudes towards the two situations were sometimes 
different. 

 

Each sixth form tutor group is having similar student-led discussions, and will continue to have them 
for the rest of the year. I strongly believe that everyone in my tutor group is benefitting from talking 
about and listening to other people’s views, and that the PSCHE programme gives everyone the 
chance to take part in a mature, relevant, and balanced conversation. 

Clare St George 

Year 12 

T 
he Business and Digital Technology 
Faculty launched the Young 
Enterprise programme with a group 

of 22 mixed year 11 and VI form students 
recently.  
 
The programme is aimed at young people 
aged 15-19 and runs throughout one 
academic year, enabling participants to find 
out what it’s really like to set up and run a 
business. Young people make all the 
decisions about their company, from 
deciding on the company name and product 
to creating a business plan, managing the 
company finances and selling to the public 
at trade fairs. All this takes place with the 
support of a volunteer Business Adviser 
who brings a wealth of business knowledge 
and expertise. Teams can track their 

progress using self assessment tools and 
even compete against other schools in 
local, regional and a national final. 
 
The students have split into two teams and 
have created two companies named 
'Seaweed' and 'Sixth Trading'. 
 
More news in the next edition. 
 

Justin Hayward 
Head of Digital Technology & Business 

Young Enterprise - Year 11 and VI form 
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Our Taster Morning at King Alfred’s (Year 6) 

O 
n Friday the 23

rd
 of September, we went to KA’S for a taster session.  We were 

buzzing with excitement.  When we arrived we had a Spanish lesson and we had 
to do a quiz to find out what the answers were to questions about Spain.  All the 

websites were in Spanish which made it harder. Alice finished first and got Haribo! 
 
After that we had doughnuts, sausage rolls and crisps for snack. We love King Alfred’s 
snacks (especially the doughnuts). 
 
In our next lesson we were Forensic Scientists! We had to work out who stole Mr Bones 

using footprints, fingerprints, dirt scrapings, blood samples and pen samples.  We were 

flabbergasted that there was so much 

science in the investigations.  We won’t 

tell you who the culprit was though. 

 

We all had a great time at King Alfred’s 
and didn’t want to leave (especially the 
doughnuts). 
 

 Hope, Eleanor and Alice 
St James Primary (Year 6) 



T 
 

T 
he Duke of Edinburgh Award is going from strength to strength here at King Alfred’s. 
This programme is all about self-development. It is non-competitive and focuses on 
helping young people to improve on existing skills or gain new talents, abilities or 

perspectives and being the best they can.  
 
It has been a slightly hidden gem in the KA arsenal – and as the new D of E Manager I wanted 
to let people have a taste of what is going on behind the scenes. 
 
This year’s registrations =  82 on Bronze  + 125 on Silver +  61 on Gold =  268  students. 
 
All  268  learning new skills, doing some regular physical activity and volunteering in their 
community every week!   (and then going on Expedition) 
 
These are the 4 (5 for Gold) key components to this award: 
 
 Skill – developing practical, social and personal interests eg music, photography, art, 

knitting, cooking, driving, chess. 
 Physical – improving in an area of sport, dance or fitness eg team sports, individual 

sports, martial arts, dance. 
 Volunteering – undertaking service to individuals or the community eg supporting 

primary schools, youth council, sports coach, conservation projects, working in a charity 
shop. 

 Expedition – planning, training for and completing an adventurous journey. 
 
 Residential at Gold Level only – staying and working away from home doing a shared 

activity. 
 
Students must complete 3, 6, 12 or 18 months of each activity depending on what level they 
are on. 
 
 
 

The Duke of Edinburgh Award =  
helping the cogs of our community turn more smoothly. 

 

 

Juliane Spiers 
D of E Manager 
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King Alfred’s Academy 

Could YOU  

be a KAA  

Governor? 

 

Achieving Excellence Together 

Have you ever wondered whether you have 

the time or the skills, and what it would 

involve? If you would like to know more 

about what the governors do and to find 

out if it might be something you would like 

to do at some point, we are arranging some 

informal meetings with current governors 

to give people a chance to find out more.  

You don’t need to be a parent  or carer of a 

child at KAA; you  could simply be a 

supporter of KAA for other reasons. If you 

would like to join an informal 

meeting,  please email Sally Kingett - PA to 

the Headteacher - skingett@kaacademy.org 

and let her know your contact details. We 

will then be in touch to tell you more!  
Portway 
Wantage 
Oxon 
Tel: 01235 225700 
Email: enquir-
ies@kaacademy.org 

 

mailto:skingett@kaacademy.org
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What’s On? 

NEW MEMBERS WANTED 

Are you aged between 9 and 18 and interested in performing?
Would you like to join a youth musical theatre group and be in our 2017 musical?

With a new and experienced Director
WJSS will open it doors from Sunday 13th November,

3-5pm at the Wantage Methodist Church Hall

For more information visit our website 
www.wantagejuniorshowstoppers.co.uk

Or email info@wantagejuniorshowstoppers.co.uk and sign up now!
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 What’s On? 



Centre Site  Portway  Wantage  Oxfordshire  OX12 9BY 
Telephone:  01235 225700    
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www.kaacademy.org 


