
Dear Parents & Guardians 

W 
ith a small touch of Spring over half term, it is a reminder that 
we are already half way through another academic year. The 
buildings work is well underway on Centre site, and we will be 

sending to you very shortly an update on the project. We have been 
working on what a new school day will look like on two sites (although 
start and end times remain the same), what the timetable will look like 
and how subjects will be split across a new timetable. This has been an 
exciting process to finally plan a school day, that although has to take 
account of travel between sites, without doubt provides a better 
curriculum offer for students at the Academy.  

 
Term 3 was a busy and intense 
term and the USA ski trip over the 
half term holiday was a huge 
success; the staff and students 
should be proud of everything they 
achieved.  
 
This is in addition to the European 
Ski Trip, Geography A Level field 
trip and French Exchange as well 
as many other 
visits over the 

course of last term. We now of course move into 
a term of very intense preparation for our annual 
production which this year is Joseph, followed of 
course by our Key Stage 3 Celebration Evening. I 
look forward to seeing you at all of these events. 
 
Some parents have commented on the length of 
First Thursday, but it is a really important, once a 
term celebration of all the positive news about life 
at KAA and we would be hesitant to shorten it! I 
hope that you have also started to tune in to the 
regular article about e-safety, which through 
surveys, parents have asked for more information 
about. With regards to all of the subject / event 
based articles, like any good magazine I hope 
that you choose the articles that are of interest to 
you rather than necessarily reading the whole 
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European Ski Trip Summary 

publication in detail. This team we also see the broader roll out of the e-booking system for 
Parents' Evenings which I know that many of you are absolutely delighted about! Please also 
look out for our upcoming request to complete a short survey for us which will help us to 
carry out our mid-year review of our Development Plan. 
 
In the meantime, as ever, look out for our regular Monday bulletin / calendar and please do 
not hesitate to contact us if you have any concerns. 
 

Jo Halliday 
Headteacher 

T 
he end of January really is the perfect 
time for a school ski trip: Quieter 
airports, quieter and safer slopes, 

great snow conditions.  Year 10 mocks are 
over and prices are lower.  We had a 
magical time at a new resort called 
Montgenevre in the southern part of the 
French Alps. 
 
Our Hotel - the Rois Mages was ideally 
located opposite the ESF Ski school, 
beginner slopes and chair lifts up to the 
higher slopes.  The staff at the hotel were 
incredibly helpful and accommodating and 
our students were a real credit to us. We ate 
well at breakfast, lunch and dinner – a good 
mixture of traditional fare (sausage and 
mash) along with some local dishes 
(tartiflette). 
 
Our days were very full of activities – the 
skiing was super for the full ability range. 
Our instructors were really impressed with 
the attitude and ability of KA students. We 
were really impressed with their enthusiasm 
to improve everyone’s skiing while giving 
them a great time.  
 
The apres skiing activities were equally high 
octane. Bum-boarding and ice skating were 

both great hits and the ‘luge’ activity – 3km 
on metal rails down the mountain elicited a 
few screams from staff and students alike.  
 
In between we had our much needed restful 
movie nights. Some students also enjoyed 
the very luxurious pool and spa area in town 
which we visited during a couple of 
afternoons to relax those aching muscles. 
 
Our final evening of awards and watching the 
memorable trip video was a great way to end 
a really successful trip – great improvements 
to everyone’s skiing, making new friends, 
practising our French and not a single visit to 
a pharmacist or doctor. Perfect. 
 

Juliane Spiers 

2018 Ski trip now launched—see VLE 

for more information or forms 

available from East and West Site 

Offices! 
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E-Safety: What all Parents should know 
about ‘Sexting’ 

Students at King Alfred’s have been hearing the 
E-Safety message loud and clear throughout 
Term 3, through a series of assemblies, tutor 
time activities and Theme Day sessions. Fur-
thermore, with Safer Internet Day (SID) on 7th 
February, the message that one’s safety online 
is in their own hands has been heard in schools 
across the country. As a school we are confi-
dent that our students have both an increased 
awareness of the potential hazards online, and 
an understanding that it is perfectly okay to dis-
cuss them.  
 
There are times, though, when the repercus-
sions of a person’s online activity can be of a 
highly sensitive nature and so seeking support 
can be difficult. A prime example of this is 
‘sexting’—the act of sending and receiving sex-
ually explicit messages and photos. In most cas-
es images that are shared are intended for one 
person only. In some cases, though, images 
have been shared online and once there, it is 
very hard to delete them. This can lead to feel-
ings of extreme embarrassment, anxiety and 
exclusion.  
 
Whilst King Alfred’s is working hard to ensure 
your child understands the risks and what to do 
if they encounter them, we feel that we can bet-
ter support parents by offering an insight into 
why young people might choose to participate in 
‘sexting’. Having an understanding of the rea-
sons why children might want to involve them-
selves in something they fully appreciate is 
risky, may help you to support them should the 
need ever arise.  
 
According to Childline, these are some of the 
main reasons that young people ‘sext’.  
 Fitting in and conforming 
 Concerns with how others perceive them 
 To prove one’s sexuality 
 Harassment, peer-pressure or blackmail 
 Feeling it’s easier to give in to someone who 

repeatedly asks 
 Approval 
 Feeling as if they ‘owe’ someone 
 Being in love and completely trusting some-

one 
 Being in a long-distance relationship and 

wanting intimacy 
 Being proud of their body and wanting to 

show it off 

As you’ll be able to see, 
not all of these things on 
the list are, in them-
selves, harmful. It’s nat-
ural for children to want 
to fit in with their peer 
group and falling in love for the first time is an 
amazing and important experience. The rea-
sons for ‘sexting’ as suggested by Childline may 
be feelings experienced by the majority of 
young people but few will actually go on to send 
or receive explicit images. This is why it’s im-
portant to remind students of the laws that are 
in place to protect them.  
 If the person photographed is under the age 

of 18, then sending or possessing sexually 
explicit images is an offence which could car-
ry criminal charges, irrespective of whether 
the sender/possessor is underage them-
selves.  

 All staff have had full and up-to-date safe-
guarding training. If a member of staff is con-
cerned that a student has been involved in a 
case involving the sharing of explicit images, 
then correct procedures will be followed to 
protect them. This may involve contacting 
the police.  

 If young people find themselves in a risky 
situation then their concerns will be dealt 
with seriously and sensitively. It is always 
worth keeping evidence of what’s been going 
on, so do not delete images or messages 
that may be useful to the police.  

 
We are confident that our ongoing message 
along with your support will help to keep your 
child safe. Furthermore, we cannot underesti-
mate young people’s resilience in these situa-
tions and their ability to use social media to their 
own advantage. Once such example of this is 
the ‘Zipit’ app, produced by Childline. It is free 
to download and provides an array of memes 
(ask the kids- they’ll know what it means!) for 
someone to use if they are feeling pressured 
into sending an image they don’t feel comforta-
ble sending. These memes use sharp humour 
to communicate the ‘no means no’ message 
that some people might feel afraid to give. It’s a 
good way to assert your confidence and protect 
your privacy. Plus, you’ll look witty. What could 
be better? 

Jennifer Baker-Jones 
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The values expected of a modern British citizen 

I 
n 2014, guidance from the Department for 
Education stated that schools in England 
needed to actively promote the British Values of 

democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and 
respect and tolerance for others. In this article I 
want to outline for you how I believe King Alfred’s 
has embraced this move and why our students (and 
the rest of us) are better for it. 
 
In many schools I would still be the co-ordinator for 
Personal, Social and Health Education. But some 
time ago my post’s acronym of PSHCE adopted the 
C for Citizenship, demonstrating our intent to inform 
and prepare our students as they become young 
adults in British society. This is in keeping with our 
school motto ‘achieving excellence together’ and, 
among other strategies, is upheld through our 
promotion of the British Values. We implement and 
model the values through all areas of the 
curriculum, including a robust and ever-evolving 
PSHCE programme and our competitive 
enrichment scheme. Many of our students – 
especially those who make the transition from Vale 
Academy Trust primary schools – may already 
have been introduced to the British Values but at 
KAA we pledge that from the moment they arrive in 
Year 7 they will be encouraged to take on the 
values as their own and begin the journey to 
adulthood as informed, skilled, respectful and 
confident young citizens. 
 
Through regular tutor time discussions on current 
affairs our students are aware of recent political 
developments around the world, which only serve 
to highlight how democracy in Britain enables us to 
live in freedom and security and how it compares to 
other forms of government in other countries. We 
teach our students how to argue and defend a point 
of view, while also developing their ability to 
recognize and tolerate different opinions and faiths. 
We provide opportunities for everyone to make their 
voices heard through student survey interviewing, 
house and year assemblies, targeted student voice 
and voting activities in class and tutor time, Change 
Teams and student panels. From Year 7 onwards, 
such strategies, combined with education about all 
aspects of citizenship through the PSHCE 
programme, mean that by the time our students 
become eligible for the fantastic Wantage Youth 
Town Council in Year 11, they are familiar with the 
election system. As candidates our students are 
eloquent, modest and aspiring; as voters they are 
informed and engaged in the democratic process. 
 
King Alfred’s students recognize the value of the 

rule of law in an equal and just society. We 
have a strong working relationship with Thames 
Valley Police who, through a variety of targeted 
and age appropriate initiatives, work with us to 
help students recognise how to behave safely and 
with respect for the law, whether at school, in the 
wider community or online. Through citizenship 
work we develop understanding of the police’s role 
in context to the legal system and the governing of 
the nation. This is taught and reaffirmed 
throughout their time here in many subjects, 
especially the Humanities curricula, the PSHCE 
programme, Theme Days and assemblies but also 
modeled comprehensively across the school. We 
maintain and adapt a fair and consistent behaviour 
management system; many teachers, especially all 
student managers and senior staff are trained in 
restorative justice practice and through student 
voice we know that pupils are proud of their rights 
and responsibilities, both inside the school and out. 
 
Respect and tolerance are easy to promote 
because they are so craved by staff, students, 
governors and parents alike: perhaps because in 
today’s political climate our students or more able 
to see how critically these values are needed 
around the world. The basis of our society requires 
equality of opportunity for all and the celebration of 
diversity. To this end, ‘tolerance’ does not always 
feel like enough when unconditional acceptance 
may also be achievable. This may be setting our 
sights high but in order for our students (and 
teachers!) to reach their full potential it is vital that 
they are able to attend school unhindered by 
discrimination; irrespective of age, disability, race, 
religion or belief, sex, reassigned gender or sexual 
orientation. We have a robust and regularly-
updated Single Equality Policy and ensure that its 
message is clear in our teaching, meetings, trips 
and interventions. We observe many national 
initiatives for all the protected characteristics 
mentioned above such as Anti-bullying week, 
Safer Internet day and Mental Health Awareness 
week and educate our students about gender and 
sexual orientation through the Sex and 
Relationships Education programme. At the start of 
the year, Year 7 go to Youlbury camp with their 6th 
form peer mentors, new tutors and several other 
staff. Like the whole school sponsored walk at the 
end of September and the many enrichment 
opportunities throughout the year it is a great 
chance for students, elder peers and teachers to 
begin building relationships – a process that 
continues during a young person’s time here and 
which helps them break down any prejudices or 
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misconceptions.  This process engenders mutual respect and tolerance in King Alfred’s students and 
prepares them as young citizens to embrace an ever-diversifying Britain.  
 
We cherish individual liberty because it is perhaps the priceless outcome of our promotion of the other British 
Values. In Britain we are proud of our freedom and fight hard to keep it: the right to choose your own faith for 
example is one of many freedoms protected by law.  Through PSHCE sessions in tutor time and class work 
focusing on current affairs our students can question what their lives would be like in the absence of 
democracy, law, respect and tolerance: the answer is threatened individual liberty and undeniably a total 
breakdown in human rights. Aware of its preciousness – and always surprisingly informed of their rights - our 
students respect the liberties of others and celebrate their own individual liberty, freedom to worship and 
general freedom of expression. They demonstrate this through the previously-mentioned student voice 
opportunities on each site; choice of charities to support, assemblies to deliver, level of challenge in their 
class work and subjects to study at the next key stage. The highly successful enrichment programme is 
driven by the students’ curiosity and desire to challenge themselves but the real value perhaps relies on their 
freedom to choose where and how to do this, whether it be in our after school electives or on one of the many 
and far-reaching residential trips. To facilitate freedom of expression and improve the way in which students 
communicate it, teachers model respectful discussion and teach persuasive writing in class, tutor time and 
electives. We have recently seen the advent of The Alfredian, a sixth form newspaper focusing on topics 
important to our students, written by our students. It is somewhat awe-inspiring, not least because of the 
academic and intellectual standard of the content, but also because the topics raised, passion and maturity 
evident in every word confirms that we are right to protect the rights and liberty of the next generation. 
 

Dan Charrington 
PSHCE Co-ordinator  

O 
n 31st January we hosted a Year 9 Community Alcohol Parnership (CAP) day. CAP is a 
National initiative to bring together local retailers, licensees, trading standards, police, health 
services and education providers and other local stakeholders to tackle the problem of 

underage drinking and associated anti-social behaviour. 
 
The Year 9 students experienced a carousal of activities which were led by the Police, Wantage 
Sainsburys manager, Science Teachers, Health Service and the Sweatbox. The common 
theme delivered by all stakeholders  was about how underage drinking can affect you and the potential 
risks. Students also experienced activities led by Sweatbox to encourage them to consider 
diversionary activities to engage students during their free time. It was very beneficial inviting local 
stakeholders into School to talk to the students as we were able to draw upon their expertise and it 
developed stronger links between the local services and the students.  
 
At the end of the day a mother and son presented to the students on their own personal experiences of 
losing a brother and son to alcohol misuse. It was an incredibly powerful and an emotional 
presentation that affected the students and made them reflect and understand the dangers of drinking 
alcohol. 
 
The feedback of the day has been extremely positive from the students and we will look to deliver the 
same day to the other half of Year 9 in March. We also hope to offer a parent presentation which will 
take place on the same day which will be delivered by the same guest speakers. Information regarding 
this event will be communicated nearer the time. 
 

James Maddern 

Year 9 Community Alcohol Partnership Theme Day 
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Penpalling Elective - 
What have we been getting up to? 

M 
iss Baker-Jones and a group of 
students on East Site are learning 
more about the world outside of 

Wantage in an exciting new elective!  
 
Penpalling Elective, running on East Site 
during terms 3 and 4, is about connecting with 
people around the world who we otherwise 
would never meet. It has been just a few 
weeks and we’ve already reached out to 
people in countries such as Turkey, Belarus 
and Hong Kong. An excellent online network 
known as ‘Postcrossing’ has made this 
possible and has opened our eyes to an array 
of cultures, customs and characters. We 
mostly exchange postcards, although we’ve 
already been lucky enough to receive a parcel 
from a very generous lady in USA!  
 
Here are some of our personal highlights: 
 The card that has travelled the furthest 

distance to us is from Erskineville, New 
South Wales (Australia), a town just 
outside of Sydney. It travelled over a 
whopping 10,500 miles in little under a 
week!  

 Our most unusual card is handmade and 
features a minion folded from technical 
paper. This card travelled a modest 600 
miles or so from France. We’ve also been 
making some of our own postcards to 
send. 

 We are putting together a scrapbook of 
postcards and information on life in Britain 
to send to a school in Uganda. Their class 
has over 40 students! 
 

Here’s what some of our members have to 
say about Penpalling Elective:  
“Running this elective makes me 
quite embarrassed to realise how 
little I know about geography! I’m 
always learning something new 
and I’m glad students get to see 
this— not only are students 
learning about the world we live in 
from real people, but they’re 
seeing me do something that puts 
me out of my comfort zone. I’m 
really enjoying finding out about 

new things with them, and letting them teach 
me what they’ve learnt about a person or 
place.”- Miss Baker-Jones  
 
“In Penpalling Elective I have found it really 
interesting finding out how other countries 
celebrate things compared with us. I’ve also 
learnt some new facts about other countries, 
such as in Finland, they have two official 
languages: Finnish and Swedish”- Lauren 
 
“It’s great talking to different people around the 
world- I like learning about the different 
countries and meeting people I normally 
wouldn’t have the chance to meet”- Josh G 
 
 
 
Want to know more? 
The value in this elective, to me, has been 
phenomenal. The benefits are cross-curricular, 
in that students are developing their literacy 
skills, creativity and broadening their knowledge 
of geography. If your child is a reluctant reader 
or writer but you want to nurture their inquisitive 
mind then Postcrossing may be a fun activity for 
you to take part in as a family. All you need is 
an account on www.postcrossing.com, some 
postcards, stamps and a friendly message for a 
stranger. The world awaits!  

Jennifer Baker-Jones 



Page 7 

Year 7 Trip to the Science Museum in London 

O 
n 31st January, 170 
Year 7 students 
went to the 

Science Museum in 
London for their Theme 
Day. It was a combined 
Science and Art led trip 
with the overall aim being 
to inspire the students 
about the wonders of 
science, explore the links 
between Art and Science 

and see how creative ideas can lead to 
inventions. 
 
The students undertook various ‘explore’ 
activities on the topics of ‘energy’ and ‘forces’ as 
they toured the museum and later selected  
exhibits to draw in the style 
of Leonardo Da Vinci.  
 
The feedback from students 
and staff certainly shows 
that they were inspired! 
 
 
“I really enjoyed the trip to 
the Science Museum today 
because I liked all of the 
different objects on show 
and how the various 
'subjects', were divided into 
sections.” 

Grace Williams 7V2 
 
“I really enjoyed the Science Museum trip! I 
especially liked the plane exhibit. Also the 
technology section was full of hands on activities 
which was great. It was really fun exploring and 
having fun with friends. Overall it was an 
amazing trip!”!   

Ruby Weeks  7V2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“My favourite bit was the 
plane section because I was 
surprised about how the 
planes looked then and how they look now! I 
also enjoyed the space section and was 
amazed when I saw the part of the moon. 
Overall, I enjoyed the trip and would probably 
go again.” 

(Libby) Elizabeth Barcy 7V2 
 

“I never knew how fun 
Science could be”  

Toby Abbott 7W1 
 

“I was impressed by the 
students’ level of 
engagement with the 
exhibits.”  

Mrs Becki Brewis, 
Science teacher 

 
“We all enjoyed 
observing modern science in action, especially 
being able to see Tim Peake’s space capsule” 

Dr Steph Allpress, Science Teacher 
 

“Space is a lot cooler than I thought!”  
Eve Ferris 7W1 

 
 
 
 

There will be another trip in March with the rest 
of the Year 7 students. They are already looking 
forward to it! 
 

Viv Harrison 
Head of Key Stage 3 Science 
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Year 7 History 

D 
uring Year 7 students study the Battle of Hastings 

in 1066 and its impact on Britain. This includes 

looking at castles and their development from the 

earliest Motte and Bailey 

castles to the later Stone 

Keeps and Concentric 

Castles.  In some classes, 

students enjoyed making 

playdough models of castles 

while other classes were 

encouraged to make models 

for their homework. 

Jane Beckley 

W 
e all need space to stop; space to think and reflect; space to just “be”.  Students on 
both East and West Sites have the opportunity to do just that in our Prayer Spaces, 
open at lunchtime with activities to help students reflect on their lives and the lives 

of those around them.  They can pray if they wish to.  Or just take the chance to be still, quiet 
and reflect.  Before they return to the busy-ness of life. 
 
Just before Christmas the activities were focussed on light – writing down both those things 

that bring light into our lives and those that make us feel dark; adding our thanks to the lit up 

tree; lighting a candle to bring light to the dark places in our world; and taking up the 

challenge to spread some light to others through our actions. 

We started the New Year with activities centred round the 
tradition theme of new starts.  And since then have explored 
“love” in the run up to Valentine’s Day.  This term we’ll be 
thinking about the unfairness around us and at the different 
ways our hands can help or harm others. 
 

Jane Beckley 

Prayer Space – space to “be” 
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King Alfred’s Year 9 Basketball Team are County 
Champions for 2

nd
 Year Running! 

H 
uge congratulations to the Year 9 COUNTY BASKETBALL CHAMPIONS who came 
back from being behind in the first quarter of the match played in January at Cherwell 
School to beat Cheney School convincingly and take the County Championship for the 

2
nd

 year running. The final result was 55 – 64.  
 
Headteacher Jo Halliday had lunch with the team and coach Emma Frost before they left for 
the match. The team were full of praise for Miss Frost, a member of the PE staff at King 
Alfred’s Academy. One of them commented “Miss Frost has great confidence in us and has 
let us lead our own development as a team”.  It’s a system that obviously works, with the 
team securing two County titles in a row and enjoying an unbeaten run of 21 games this 
season against both independent and state sector opposition.   

 
Matt Bowler, Director of PE at King Alfred’s said: ”To win 
the County Basketball Championships twice in a row 
against some stiff opposition is a brilliant achievement and 
testament to the teams hard work in training and the 
excellent coaching from Miss Frost.”  
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Broadening Horizons at Linguamania  

O 
n Friday 27

th
 January, several of our French 

and Spanish students attended Linguamania at 
the Ashmolean Museum in Oxford. This free 

event was run by the University of Oxford’s Faculty of 
Medieval and Modern Languages. We celebrated 
linguistic diversity with activities ranging from language 
taster sessions, music and theatre performances to a 
crowdfunded live translation. The queues to get in 
snaked around the streets of Oxford and this set the 
tone for an evening buzzing with a vibrant atmosphere.  
 
Here is what one of our linguists had to say about the event… 

Disfruté de ir a Linguamania mucho el viernes 

pasado, ya que había un montón de activida-

des diferentes para ver y hacer, todos de los 

cuales se presentaron de una manera intere-

sante y emocionante. Cuando recibí la invita-

ción, no estaba muy interesado, pero el evento 

superó mis expectativas y me alegré de haber 

ido. Una de mis partes favoritas fue ver ‘Inner 

Peace’, un grupo local de R y B alternativo, así 

como aprender a escribir mi nombre en chino. 

 

Or in English…I enjoyed going to Linguamania 

a lot last Friday as there were loads of different 

activities to see and do, all of which were pre-

sented in an interesting and exciting manner. 

When I was first invited to go, I wasn’t very in-

terested but the event exceeded my expecta-

tions and I was glad that I went. One of my fa-

vourite parts was seeing ‘Inner Peace’, a local 

alternative R&B group, as well as learning to 

write my name in Chinese. 

Matt Chambers, Year 11 

Ali Quick 
MFL 
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French Fashion Week 

F 
orget Paris, Milan or New-York…the Fashion 
capital of the world was undoubtedly Wantage 
recently when the Year 8 students set up their 

own catwalk shows during French lessons. 
 
Students had to create an outfit, describe it in French 
and finally listen to the ruthless French fashion critics’ 
opinions on their outfits. There were explosions of 
colour, cutting-edge designs and the students could 
use their creativity together with their French language 
skills to create an impressive show that was enjoyed by 
all. 
 
Well done to Juliana Solerti’s group who created her 
outfit out of newspaper, to Harriet Whittington’s group 
for their sewing skills and to Holly Brooks for the most 
colourful outfit ever witnessed! 
 

MFL Department. 
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O 
n 5th and 6th of January, I was privileged to accompany a small group of Sixth Formers to the 
EES (Engineering Education Scheme) at the University of Surrey, along with Katherine Ander-
son.  

 
It was indeed a privilege. The students as individuals are wonderful and have so much to offer. To see 
them working together as a team with each of them gaining confidence in their various roles was a joy 
and you can actually see their personal progression and the way they ‘blossom’, in the photographs. All 
six of these students are a credit to not only their families and King Alfred’s but to themselves. Their 

drive and all round attitude, hard work and dedication, 
will stand them in good stead for life.  
 
Alas, one thing we didn’t quite make, was to be win-
ners of the evening general knowledge quiz, (it 
should however be mentioned that we did exceed the 
previous winners high score), being pipped at the 
post by one point. One point!  We were unfortunately 
wrong about the generally accepted average walking 
speed! Not unexpectedly, it seems that our KA stu-
dents walk a little faster than the average person.  
 
I cannot wait to see the final product and would like to 
thank all involved and to Katherine for allowing me to 
climb on board at the last minute. 
 

Ruth Allardice 
Science Learning Mentor 

Engineering Education Scheme 

T 
he Senior ‘Youthspeaks’ Team, comprising 
Clare St George (Chair), Hannah Hayward 
(Main Speaker) and Maddie Lewis-Hughes 

(Vote of Thanks), beat off all opposition to become 
County Champions and win the honour of 
representing Oxfordshire in the next round of the 
competition against teams from other counties.  This 
will take place in Marlow on 2nd March. 
 
The winning speech was entitled “Brits and the 
Global Village” and was a wonderful mix of humour 
and the more serious challenges concerning Britain’s 
future if the number of modern foreign language 
students continues to fall. 
 
Hannah Hayward explains: ”The speech is inspired 
by a recent study proving that a significantly higher 
proportion of people from other countries have the 
ability to speak a second language than in the UK. 
The aim was to question why British people are less 
inclined to learn a second language and, in doing so, 
encourage the audience to try learning another 
language. It started by exploring the reasons why 
English is so widely spoken, mentioning the British 
empire and how the colonialist policy took English 

around the world; suggesting this is why so many 
countries have English as a second language. 
 
Later the speech explores the idea of a 'global 
village', as coined by Marshall McLuhan. It describes 
how the globe has metaphorically ‘shrunk’ as 
improvements in technology and the instantaneous 
transfer of information mean that 'far away' places 
seem nearer. This was linked to how world and 
economies and hubs are becoming increasingly 
interdependent and that languages are something 
that are intrinsic to this development. The main 
attention is on whether the UK can sustain its global 
relations if very few Brits speak another language. 
This draws relevance to the Brexit vote, and Britain’s 
relationship with other countries."  
 
Well done to the team 
– and our very best 
wishes for the next 
stage of the 
competition on 2

nd
 

March! 

Year 12 ‘Youthspeaks’ Team Go Forward to Represent Oxfordshire  
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Geography Trip 

O 
n Monday 30

th
 January 12 A-level Geography students travelled to Minehead to 

complete their fieldwork. The aim of the five day trip was to collect all the primary data 
needed for each student’s enquiry question. 

 
Due to building works at Nettlecombe Court (the geography field study centre) we stayed at 
the Beach Hotel in Minehead itself which, when the fire alarm wasn’t going off in the middle of 
the night, proved to be a great place to stay. 
 
After arriving and finding our rooms, we spent the first day exploring the physical aspects, 
population and character of Minehead. This allowed us to contextualise information given to us 
throughout the week by Abi and Vicki, our tutors from the field study centre. 
 
Tuesday was spent practicing our physical geography skills in a wet field on the hills of 
Exmoor. Despite the constant rain we gathered the samples we needed and were ready to 
head back to the hotel on time. However, there was a slight delay as the minibus had 
managed to sink into the boggy field. A friendly local and his tow truck rescued us and we 
were back in time for dinner.  
 
We spent Wednesday in surrounding villages completing surveys as part of our human 
geography fieldwork practice before we all decided on our enquiry question and planned how 
we would collect the data we needed. 
 
Once we had fully prepared for the day ahead, students focusing on physical geography went 
back to Nettlecombe on Thursday to investigate such things as infiltration rates on different 
aspects of the now very soggy hills. Those of us focusing on human geography, stayed in town 
where we completed surveys and interviewed locals about seasonal changes and the media’s 
representation of Minehead. 
 
Although we had to work till 8pm every night I think we all came back satisfied with our work 
and having enjoyed the week in Somerset, despite the rain; “It was a new experience walking 
up to and interviewing strangers but now it won’t catch me out” (Harry Browett) 
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Creative Arts 

J 
oseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat  
22nd – 25th March 
We are sure that it cannot have escaped your notice that the main school production 
this year is Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat.   

 
Music and staging rehearsals are on schedule; the cast of has been measured for costumes; 
the tickets are printed and students have already started painting the scenery.  The show 
has also given many senior students the opportunity to contribute to the Leadership 
Programme by having students in roles such as Assistant Director, Musical Direction, Set 
Design, Costumes and Stage Management and Lighting.   
 
The Box Office will open at the beginning of February; a booking form is attached.   
 
Experience over the past few years has taught us that an early application for tickets is 
advisable   
 
We look forward to seeing you at the show 
 

Creative Arts & Design Team 



Page 15 

CARTS 

T 
he Art, Craft and Textile Year 13 A 
Level students have now received 
their exam paper on the theme 

‘Environment’. They have 12 weeks to 
explore this theme through brainstorms, 
artist studies, media development and 
drawings. The theme is set by the exam 
board and each student is encouraged to 
explore an individual response. 
 
Meanwhile the Year 12’s are exploring the 
theme ‘Pyschogeography’ as part of their 
‘Sense of Place’ project. This allows them to 
explore the role of the figure throughout art 
history and how artists communicate 
abstract concepts through the use of the 
formal elements. The Psychogeography 
chapter is about getting the students to 
explore beyond the physical environment 
around them and considering the deeper 
emotions and thoughts people experience in 
different places. 
 
Their coursework portfolio is now complete, 
here are some examples of their final pieces  
 

Georgia Bradford and Dan Fegalquin 

D 
esign and Technology 
Carrying on form the last issue where we focussed on the Year 8 Clock Project we 
are looking at one of the Year 7 project in this issue. 
 

Year 7 Trinket boxes 
All Year 7 students get the opportunity to make a small 
wooden trinket box in Year 7. Whilst the base shape of the 
boxes are very similar the outcomes vary massively in 
terms of the intricate wood patterns on the top and also a 
number of students add extras such as picture frames, 
secret compartments, feet and locks. This project allows 
students of all abilities to access and a large range of new 
tools and skills at the start of their time at King Alfred's. 
before moving onto more complex projects higher in the 
school using everything from traditional tools to laser 
cutters and 3D printer.  The picture shows a range of boxes produced in Term 2 from the 7DE, 
7F and 7G groups. 
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The Year 10 Graphics students used the 
computers to create original pieces of design 
using the Serif digital manipulation software. 

They took their own photos and then used 
creative editing and typography skills to create a 

personalised piece. 
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D 
rama: 
Across Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 scripted work is the key focus this term. 
Year 9 have begun studying the play ‘DNA’ by Dennis Kelly. This is a National Youth Theatre 
play that has been performed extensively throughout the country. It centres on a… 

‘A group of eclectic teenagers do something bad, really bad, then panic and cover the whole thing up. 
But when they find that the cover-up unites them and brings harmony to their once fractious lives, 
where's the incentive to put things right?  
 
The students will be exploring this play practically and using a variety of styles in order to interpret the 
storyline. The use of whole class drama, music and physical theatre is explored to bring what is a gritty 
and mature storyline. The students will then apply their performance skills and knowledge and 
understanding of the text to exam questions. 

 

Y 
ear 7 are exploring the well-known story of ‘Skellig’ by David Almond 
‘A young boy (Michael) who finds a creature/human/angel in the shed at the bottom of his new 
house. They form a friendship in Michael feeds him and looks after him. Michael’s baby sister 
is very ill in hospital and on one visit Michael’s mother dreams that this Skellig creature lifts the 

baby in the air and saving her.’ 
 
The year group will be exploring the physical theatre style of drama and how to create a bird like 

creature. They will be developing their use of voice and movement skills and their characterisation.  

They will be working towards creating their own performance based on the play using extracts from the 

script. 

M 
usic Results 
Congratulations to 
 
Thomas Gooday 10V4        ABRSM Grade 6 violin 

 
Emily Gooday 7V2     ABRSM Grade 3 music theory with distinction and  
      ABRSM Grade 5 cornet with distinction. 
 
Catherine Gillott 7V4     Passed her violin Grade 3 with Merit 
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Sports News 

O 
xfordshire Sports Awards 
At the Oxfordshire Sports Awards on Friday evening, we are delighted to tell you 
that, David Murphy won Junior Sportsperson of the Year, with Ben Goodall as one 
of the two runners up – amazing! 

Junior Sports Person of the year – Sponsored by GLL 
Winner: David Murphy (KAA) 
Runner up: Miriam Pritchard 
Runner up: Benjamin Goodall (KAA) 
 

 

 

ESFA Boys U12 Open Schools Cup 
Wednesday 14

th
 December 

At East Site 
Won 9 - 5 
With Chris Dowling 
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Netball Friendlies against 
Faringdon: 

Tuesday 10th January - Away 
U12 Netball – Won 20-2 
U13 Netball – Lost 26-16 

With Emma Lomax 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David Murphy 

David Murphy won a gold medal when representing Great Britain at the Ontario Junior 
International in Canada.  The promising 18 year old won the 100m breaststroke with a 
personal best time of 58.98 secs, which is an Oxfordshire & North Bucks open county record.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
U15 Girls Basketball V Oxford Spires – Lost 10-4 

Thursday 26 January – Home 
With Sam Lear & Danny Taylor (Ref) 
 

“Ali, thanks for arranging the game.  It was a really friendly and nice learning experience for all 
the girls from both schools.  Please thank your staff involved”  
~ Mark Fanchi from Oxford Spires 
 

Tuesday 17th January - Home 
U16 Boys Basketball v Wall-

ingford 
Won 68-35 

With Emma Frost 
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Tuesday 24

th
 January - Away 

U14 A Netball v St Helen’s & St Katharine’s – Lost 
15-1 
U14 B Netball v St Helen’s & St Katharine’s – Lost 
13-0 
With Michelle Woodward & Rachel Jones 
 

 

 

 

U19 Boys County Cup Football v Wallingford – Lost 5-1 

Tuesday 24
th
 January – Away 

With Matt Bowler 
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KATS 

 

This term we welcome our new Year KATS (King Alfred’s Talented Sportspeople): 

 
 

U14 Boys Football Friendly v Farmoor – Won 3-1 

Tuesday 24
th
 January – Home 

With Alastair Broome 
Farmoor’s is a school in Gloucestershire who we were more than happy to have friendly 
competitive fixtures with.  We played them at U14 boys & U15 boys football as well as U12 & 
U13 netball. 

 

 

 

 

 

Bethany Woodsend Tae kwon do 

Chloe Smith Judo 

Heather Day Swimming 

Sam Spencer Basketball 

Finn Hawkins Road Racing 

Josh Cumberland Swimming 

Findlay MacGillivray- Edwards Judo 

Catherine Gillott Judo 

Jordi Hart BMX 

Poppy Sexton Swimming 

Adam Burden Badminton 

Elizabeth Pickerill Judo 

Sami Grimes Tae kwon do 

Nate Robinson Bicycle Trials 

Charlotte Farrow Tennis 
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U15 Boys Basketball 

U15 Boys basketball 
Wednesday 25

th
 January - Home 

V Lord Williams - Won 30-15 
With Jack Taylor 
 

 

 

 

 

Oxfordshire School Individual Table Tennis  
at Woodstock—Thursday 26

th
 January 

 
Will Starling (U16) and Max Moss (U13) both 
went through to the quarter finals. 
With Sean McCullough 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

U14 Boys Basketball v Cheney (the final):  Won 64-55 

Tuesday 24
th
 January – Away 

With Emma Frost 
“A MASSIVE congratulations to the Year 9 COUNTY BASKETBALL CHAMPIONS who 
came back from behind in the first quarter to take the championship convincingly against 
Cheney. This makes them double winners as they won last year as well”.

  Emma Frost 
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S 
portshall Athletics 
Tuesday 24th January was a very busy day of indoor athletics.  Sportshall Athletics 
is an indoor format of athletics with track events including obstacle races, over 
under race and relays.  Field events include chest push, foam javelin, standing 

long and triple jump and vertical jump.  Each team is made up of a minimum of 18 young 
athletes which creates a really positive, buzzing atmosphere as teams cheer on their 
competitors and teammates. 
 
The day was split into two competitions: the morning was for seven primary schools from 
the West Oxford and Abingdon Partnerships and the afternoon was for the eight primary 
schools from the Wantage and Faringdon Partnerships. 
 
These were run as two separate events, but all results where then put together to have an 
over Vale champion.  The top two teams will be invited to represent the Vale at the 
Oxfordshire School Games Finals. 
 
A group of 25 young leaders from King Alfred's ran the track and field events overseen by 
Miss. Lomax, with Danny Taylor calling out the races and keeping the event moving. 
 
The leaders, as always, were amazing.  They all had training around an event which they 
led with great confidence.  The leaders were also brilliant role models, giving 
demonstrations and motivation to all the young athletes that came to their event. 
 
The morning finished with Long Furlong coming in first and Carswell second, while in the 
afternoon Millbrook came just two points ahead of Wantage.  Once all the times and 
distances were put into one programme the final results were slightly different with 
Wantage finishing two points ahead of Millbrook with Long Furlong closely behind in third. 
 
It was a very enjoyable and tiring day. 

Danny Taylor 
Vale School Games Organiser 

 

 

 

U19 League Football 
Monday 30

th
 January 

V Bartholomew - Away 
Lost 5-2 
With Matt Bowler 
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V 
ale round of the National Badminton Competition 
Monday 30th January saw the Vale round of the National Badminton Competition, 
held at Faringdon Leisure Centre.  This is the first round of the journey to the 
National Badminton Centre for the National finals. 

 
The winning team from the four groups, KS3 Boys, KS3 Girls, KS4 Boys and KS4 Girls, 
will go on to represent the Vale at the Oxfordshire finals next Tuesday, 7th February, at the 
Leys Pools and Leisure Centre in Oxford. 
 
This is a very competitive event where state schools and private schools compete against 
each other.  Across the age groups there were teams from King Alfred's, Larkmead, 
Faringdon, Abingdon School and Our Ladies Abingdon. 
 
Through three hours of competition you could really see the level of some of 
players.  Making shots and defence look effortless. 
 
In the end Faringdon came out of top for the KS3 Boys, Our Ladies Abingdon won both 
the KS3 and KS4 girls events and Abingdon School won five straight games to win the 
KS3 event. 
 
Best of luck to them all in the county final. 
 

Danny Taylor 
Vale School Games Organiser 
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W 
orking with KATS 
This term’s KATS students focussed on …. 
Year 7 and 8 - Introduction to the programme for Year 7's.  
Sharing progress, goals and ambitions.  Discussing and 

identifying individuals that form 'Team You' who makes up this team and 
the roles in which they fulfil.   
 
 
Year 9 and 11 - Introduction to sports psychology, focusing on work 
undertaken by Prof Steve Peters. How we can channel our emotional 
reactions to events within a sporting context, exercise our inner chimp 
and place it in a box.  For more information I would highly recommend 
reading 'The Chimp Paradox.' 
 
 

A 
 Visit from Motionhouse Dance Company 
On Theme Day (Tuesday 31st January), we had the pleasure of a visit from 
Motionhouse Dance Company to do an all-day dance workshop with KA's dance 

students (Years 9-13).  Over 40 students were involved and it started off well with a warm up 
of press ups and sit ups!  The students learnt movement from the professional company’s 
performance piece, as well as getting involved with contact work, with students even hand-
standing over one another!  It was great to see so many students motivated and engaged 
and working at such a high standard.  Well done to all students involved. 
 

    
 

 

 

 
 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjK-4aV9enRAhVFVxoKHfZDC1oQjRwIBw&url=http://books.google.com/books/about/The_Chimp_Paradox.html?id=6gx55pHEfWgC&source=kp_cover&psig=AFQjCNFzP7YZEQCz3MS5tkGMDoVIKp1kp
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T 
rampolining 

All girls were amazing. They didn't win but all jumped with style and completed 
both routines. 
 

      
 

   

       
 
 
 

King Alfred’s Academy would 

love to have your Sainsbury’s 

Vouchers please. 
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High Five: A King Alfred’s Reading Strategy 

 ‘Reading is to the mind what exercise is to 

the body’ – Richard Steele 

O 
nce children learn to read in primary school, 
the assumption is often that they have the 
intellectual tools they need to access texts. 

But reading is a complex skill that that needs to be 
developed and improved in secondary school and in 
further education -- and indeed throughout our lives.  
At King Alfred’s Academy, one of the ways we help 
students to improve their reading is through the use 
of our trademark ‘High Five’ approach to close 
reading. Each digit on the hand describes a pre-
reading, during reading or after-reading strategy, 
based on research on the skills of effective readers.  
 

 The thumb represents pre-reading strategies; 
a good reader uses the information they are 
given in titles, sub-headings, illustrations and 
graphs to make predictions about what a text 
will be about. This stimulates the reader’s 
curiosity and helps the reader to utilise their 
background knowledge – what they already know about this topic – effectively.  Cognitive scientists 
explain that that ‘cold reading’ -- just diving in without any thought or preparation – makes it much more 
difficult to understand complex texts. 

 The index finger stands for active reading. These are the strategies that we subconsciously use as 
fluent readers during reading: we ask questions, we reread parts that confuse us, we visualise images 
created by the writer, we figure things out from clues in the text and most important, we use our 
background knowledge to make meaning from text. Here is an example of my ‘active reading’: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 The middle finger, bullet pointing the key ideas, is a close-reading strategy that helps with 
understanding and retention of important ideas. This is particularly important for the academic reading 
required for many GCSEs and A-Levels, as it helps students break down complex ideas and concepts 
into manageable chunks. 

 The ring finger asks students to underline difficult words. Often they can figure out the meaning of these 
words by looking at the word in the context of the sentence, but we also encourage students to look up 
words in a dictionary and to keep a ‘word bank’ of new vocabulary. 

 Finally, the pinkie finger calls for summarising the text, a post-reading strategy. Summarising is a 
demanding skill, requiring the reader to select the key ideas from the text and to put these in their own 
words. In our High Five hand, if students have done the ‘bullet-point’ step, the summarising becomes 
easier. 
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Students at King Alfred’s use this strategy to help them understand a range of texts across the curriculum. 

Some subjects have created their own version of the hand – MFL, for example, regularly uses High Five (with 

some variations) to help students understand authentic texts in Spanish and French: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The National Literacy Trust was so impressed with our use of this High Five strategy across the curriculum that 
they asked us to make a presentation to regional schools last summer! 
 
You can support your children to become better at the skill of reading by asking them to High Five ‘real world’ 

texts from broadsheet newspapers like the Guardian or the Telegraph; or from magazines that they might be 

interested in, like the New Scientist, Runner’s World or History Today. 

Alice Visser  
Whole School Literacy Coordinator 
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Centre Site  Portway  Wantage  Oxfordshire  OX12 9BY 
Telephone:  01235 225700    

Email: enquiries@kaacademy.org 
www.kaacademy.org 

Ski Trip 2018 
 

20th—27th January 2018 
 

For students currently in Year 6-9! 
 

£930 
 

More information and application forms 
available from East and West Offices and on 

Parents VLE (under Enrichment) 
 
 


