
Dear Parents & Guardians 

A 
 huge thank you to all the parents who have supported the 
many parent events this last term - and there were, indeed, 
many. We ran evening, weekend and after school events on 

topics relating to Social Media and Child Sexual Exploitation, Mental 
Health Awareness, the 3 to 2 Project and uniform consultation, a 
Pupil Premium Parent Forum, Parents' Evenings, Trip information 
evenings as well as both the KS3 and KS4/5 Sports Awards. All 
events have been well attended and we are grateful for your 
commitment. There are two key pieces of communication coming 
out to parents as a result. Firstly, a Mental Health Awareness 
booklet which provides answers to the questions gathered on the 
evening - the answers have been written collectively by the school 
and specialist agencies who joined us for the evening and we are 
looking forward to publishing what we hope is a useful "go to” 
document for all parents. Secondly, we have collated into groups the 
96 questions from the Saturday 3 to 2 / uniform morning, and we will 
be answering them over the next few monthly editions of the 3 to 2 
newsletter. 
 
We have been exceptionally proud of the way our Year 11 and Sixth 
Form students have tackled their exams this 
summer. Whilst every exam feels unique to 
every student when they leave the exam hall, 
there has been a broadly positive feel across 
all three year groups and a real sense of calm 
around Centre site. Last week saw some final 
revision sessions in school and we are looking 
forward to a Celebration assembly for Year 11 
this Friday as they enter the last phases of 
their exams over the following fortnight. Well 
done to everyone so far...... 
 
This term sees a significant amount of activity 
by the Transition team as we welcome Year 6 
to King Alfred's in readiness for September 
with Transition Day and Family Evenings 
amongst other events.  Also in Term 6, with the 
safe return of 45 students and staff from the 
new Swiss Alps trip over half term, we of 
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E-Safety - Term 6 
 

L 
ooking back over the past academic year, it is easy to wonder where the time has gone. 
If you’re struggling to remember where you were this time last year, just think back to 
the ‘Pokémon Go’ craze and you’ll soon remember. Possibly one of the most 

anticipated apps to be released in recent years, it’s fairly safe to say that the ‘Pokémon Go’ 
hype is now over although is bound to be replaced with something else. Let’s have a look at 
the biggest trends of 2017 so far to review what students could be doing this summer… 
 
1. Live Videos 

Many platforms have introduced ‘authentic content’ or live videos. Twitter has a 
function known as Periscope while Facebook has recently revealed a new ‘live’ option. 
Experts have found that the authenticity offered by these features engages young 
people as they can connect with what is happening elsewhere in real time. The main 
risk of this is that it is virtually impossible for you, as a parent, to monitor the content 
first. If you think your child would enjoy using these features, it is well worth discussing 
the steps they could take if they see anything that is unpleasant or distressing. 
Previous editions of First Thursday detail sources you could turn to for support.  

 
2. Virtual Reality 

For every adult who has never heard of Snapchat, there is at least one other using the 
novelty filters it offers to users. One of Snapchat’s main selling points is that it allows 
users to take selfies and then augment reality to superimpose things such as bunny 
ears or to change their face shape. From the classic ‘dog face’ to the deeply disturbing 
yet entertaining ‘face swap’ filters, hours could easily be spent having a laugh with the 
different options available. Some filters are designed to enhance the user’s looks, 
whereas others are purely designed for comic value. If your child uses apps such as 
Snapchat, it might be worth discussing what responsible usage looks like. In the 

course see many more trips leave both at home and abroad. Prior to every trip we monitor 
all available and relevant information, as well as prioritising the guidance given by the 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office relating to travel. Whenever local circumstances change, 
we endeavour to communicate the outcomes of our Risk Assessments quickly and 
effectively with parents, explaining any necessary change to ensure the safety of students 
and staff at all times. We also aim to update our website at least once or twice during every 
trip, but we do not do so daily.  
 
So, as ever, Term 6 will not see a winding down towards the holidays, but a term packed full 
of activity including Sports Day, Duke of Edinburgh, continuation of exams, trips, exhibitions 
and shows. We look forward to reporting back to you at the end of term.  
 

Jo Halliday 
Headteacher 

 
 



Page 3 

majority of instances, young people know where the boundary between banter and 
hurtfulness is but it is important that they know how to identify it before it’s too late. 
Familiarise yourself with the app so you know what your child is experiencing; I can 
imagine they’d love to show you the filters, particularly if they make you look 
ridiculous!  

 
3. Messenger 

This one may sound obvious, as it’s a given that young people are going to want to 
keep in touch with each other. Messenger apps offer a free and easy way of doing so. 
The main thing to be aware of is that messenger apps come in many different guises. 
Whilst the main concept of chatting with others remains the same, each app has its 
own features. Apps such as Kik, WhatsApp, Facebook Messenger, We Chat and 
ooVoo all offer the ability to connect with other users. What you should be aware of 
with these apps is that the privacy settings may need to be adjusted; very often  they 
allow users to connect with people they do not know in real life. Whilst users will be 
drawn to these apps to organise plans for the long holidays, it is worth having open 
and honest conversations regarding who they are talking with and how to use the 
apps responsibly.  

 
To finish, it is worth bearing in mind that to a young person, a six-week holiday can feel like a 
lifetime. Gone are the days when most young people would be out of the house all day, only 
returning home when hungry. Many children today prefer to ‘live’ through social media and 
find the idea of digital abstinence truly terrifying. It is important for young people to 
understand how social media fits into their life, rather than how their life fits into social media. 
We have all been guilty of days in which time has flown by because we’ve been playing on 
our phones or surfing the net. For young people, the summer holiday could easily be wasted 
if there is too much of a reliance on the internet. My top tips for having a happy and healthy 
summer (as well as an easy transition back to school in September!) are: 
 
1. Keep a fairly consistent bed-time and wake-up time.  

Keeping to a routine will help your body to maintain its normal rhythm and the early 
starts in September won’t feel like such a shock! 

 
2. Get some fresh air!  

It makes you happy in a way that Snapchat can’t. Hopefully we’ll have a sunny 
summer to make the most of! 

 
3. Take lots of photos!  

Yes — that does mean getting your phone out! Enjoy your summer and create lots of 
memories. If you want to be active on social media, then use it to document your own 
amazing experiences. Have a summer full of laughs and make it one that you would 
like to look back on when September strikes back!  

 
Jennifer Baker-Jones 
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Electives – On two sites 

A 
s with so many aspects of KAA’s, the move to two sites provides an opportunity to 
look again at our elective programme. This programme is aimed at engaging students 
in activities which are beyond the scope of the normal curriculum, developing a 

passion for lifelong learning and following/developing new hobbies. 
 
Electives after school provide a golden opportunity to foster this and the late buses two 
afternoons a week enable all students to take up these additional activities – which is quite a 
unique opportunity for state school students! 
 
Staff are already delivering a vast array of activities (approx. 100 a week) but more could be 
done……This is an opportunity to: 
 
offer more activities 
 combine students from different year groups  
 expand the range and type of activities on offer 
 
Can we tap into the local community?     Three ‘angles’ spring to mind: 
 
 Those that want to share their passion for a hobby 
 Those that are associated with a local club and would like to introduce this to students 
 Those that have skills which they would like to pass onto a younger people 
 
Here are a few ideas: 
 
 Practical Skills eg   Basic electrical skills,  Bike repairs, Typing,  Gardening,  Tax returns 

& Savings,  Ironing, First Aid 
 Clubs eg     Air cadets      Archery      Bowls      Boxing      Martial Arts    Croquet     Film 
 Health  eg    Mindfulness    Relaxation       Pilates     Yoga 
 Hobbies eg     Collecting     Teddy making     Nails      Hair    Make Up   Word games    

Philosophy   Writing   Camera Club 
 
What else can you think of? 
 

Can you offer some time + expertise?  
To deliver a 10 week course to KAA students (supported by staff) 
3.20 – 4.20 Tues or Wed after school 
This can be a one off or more frequently. 
 
If so, please email enquiries@kaacademy.org and we will invite you in, in September to 
discuss how it would work. There is no obligation at this point! 
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A 
ll 163 students and 18 staff returned safely to East Site on Saturday afternoon after an 
exciting week in the south of France.  It has been a truly amazing week for both staff 
and students.  

 
Many of Year 8 have achieved things they didn't think were possible. For some, this was 
overcoming a fear and for others this was being away from home for the very first time. 
Whatever their achievements, we are all extremely proud of them. Acorn Adventure staff 
also gave many compliments about their behaviour, manners, attitude and enthusiasm - they 
were a real credit to KA's and their parents.  
 
Many of us feel we know our students from day-to-day contact at school, but once again I 
was reminded this week that there is no substitute for the opportunity a residential trip gives 
you to interact with young people. On Friday afternoon the sun had finally come out and I 
took some time to step back and watch all 163 students kitting up and preparing for their final 
afternoon activity. Whether they were fitting harnesses, climbing into caving suits, wresting 
with a buoyancy aid or interacting with KA staff… every face was smiling, laughing and filled 
with excitement. Many of these students have never experienced an environment like it and 
many may never get an opportunity like it again! I wish I could have captured that moment/
feeling and shared it with all of you... 
 

Finally, I cannot emphasise enough how amazing the staff team have been this week. 
Without their endless enthusiasm and commitment to ensuring such a successful trip, it 
would not have been possible. One last thank you must also go out to all the staff who 
stepped in to cover in our absence. Thank you! 

 Callum Jackson 
Trip Leader 

Year 8 Ardeche Trip 2017 
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Year 9 Stem Day 

O 
n Wednesday 10th May, 60 students 
from Year 9 were offered a chance to 
participate in a STEM day (Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Maths), run by 
Smallpiece Trust Science.  The day explored 
many areas of STEM to inspire and motivate 
young people. 
 
At the start of the day, students were briefed 
with the task of designing, creating, and 
marketing a water pump for a smart building 
(a building that is environmentally friendly). 
Then, throughout the day, students, in 
groups, drew plans for their pump, calculated 
the cost of the materials and what a 
reasonable price would be, and then started 
to build their pump. 
 
Students had the opportunity to use a range 
of tools and materials such as soldering 
irons, to make their water pumps, and were 
taught how to create moisture detection 
systems and the pump using electrical 
circuits to reach their finished product. 
 
At the end of the day, every group presented 
their pump in a 'dragons den pitch' before all 
of the water pumps were tested to check 
each component was working and the 
container was watertight. Afterwards, the 
water pumps and preparation (drawings, 
finances etc.) were judged and a winner 

declared.  I 
couldn’t 
believe it 
when my 
group 
won!  
 
One of the 
highlights 
of the day 
was being 
able to produce components such as the 
‘moisture detection system’ as it was 
something that none of our group had ever 
done before, therefore, we picked up a new 
skill. Also, designing our water pump with 
technical drawings was great as we used 
many skills we had learnt in previous Design 
and Technology lessons and could apply 
them to a real life situation. 
The day was a huge success and certainly 
made me assess my future.  I decided I 
would like to pursue a career in Science, 
particularly Biology, as it is an area that I find 
very interesting. However, after the STEM 
day, I have been inspired by the multitude of 
possible career paths in Engineering and 
how they can combine with Science and 
subjects such as Art so may even consider 
other careers in STEM. 
 

Hannah Spindler 9W2 
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Year 10 wins Writing Competition 

C 
ongratulations to Jackson Cook, who has won the Oxford University “50 Words” competition in 
the Year 10 category. 
 

The competition was inspired by the popularity of the BBC’s “500 Words” contest and was open to all 
students in Years 7 – 11 at schools across Oxfordshire.  Data gathered from the competition was de-
signed to form part of an Oxford University Research Study into young people’s thoughts on 
‘research’. 
 
There was one winner per year group across the County, with each one receiving a £50 voucher. 
 
Jackson and his family will be invited to a prize-giving ceremony on a date to be advised. 
Miss Avis, Jackson’s Tutor, said “I’m absolutely delighted. I encouraged my Tutor Group to have a go 
at this competition during Tutor time one day. What a result!  Well done Jackson!” 
Jackson’s winning 50 words are below: 
 

“Research is the progression of human intelligence through its own undying persistence. It’s fuelled by a 
burning need of new knowledge that all humans possess and will never stop possessing. It’s the need to 
know with the ability to find out and acting on it boundlessly. Research is moving forward.” 

T 
he latest Harry Potter Update! 
The EAST vs WEST competition has started! The idea is simple and fun - let's see 
how many languages we can use to translate the first Chapter of Harry Potter?! The 
one rule is obvious - we do not want the official translation - only our brains and the 

help of dictionaries!  
 
So far students who can speak French, German, Swedish, Russian, Hungarian, Serbian, 
Polonese, Mandarin or Portuguese have agreed to face the challenge! Students who are 
learning Korean, Japanese and Mandarin on their own, for fun,  have also agreed to take part 
in the challenge. Let us not forget the Braille and sign language versions!  
 
I am really looking forward to seeing the end results of OUR Harry Potters and wondering 
which site will win ?!... 
 
We are hoping to put  other students to  the test as they read our chapters - will they 
recognize the language used? Will they be able to find a couple of key words? I'll keep you 
posted! 
 
As for the next challenge? Well, a Parents vs Teachers competition! We already have French, 
Spanish, German, Italian, Korean and Welsh!  Contact sloyer1@kaacademy.org if you want to 
take part!  

Sophie Loyer 
Head of French 

 

MFL 
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MFL 

Y 
ear 8 French and Spanish 
teachers took the opportunity this 
term during the Ardèche trip to 

broaden students’ horizons still further 
with Braille and British Sign Language 
lessons. Read on to find out more from 
two of our students: 
 

Alison Quick 
MFL 

 
Whilst many Year 8 students were on 
the Ardèche trip, Madame Wallace 
taught our class how to read Braille 
which was invented by French man 
Louis Braille in 1824. He had a serious eye 
injury when he was three and, by the age of 
four, he was completely blind. He wanted to 
make a simple system that could allow him to 
read and write like his friends, and that's when 
he created Braille, which is a system of raised 
dots. Currently 18,000 people in the UK can 
read Braille. We watched a video of a visually 
impaired woman read a whole passage of a 
Harry Potter book written in Braille and she 
could do it very fast, just using her fingers. 
 
First, we learnt the alphabet, and then were set 
a task to translate some simple words into 
Braille, finally we made our own Braille 
sentences and translated them. It was really 
interesting and we all enjoyed this session. 

 
Megan Mienie and Alex Rushton 8R2 

T 
he idiom of the month 
Food for thought!  Useful idioms we should think about! 
"poser un lapin" - in French! 
Literally- to put a rabbit. How weird...especially as it means " to stand up someone" 

So, next time you are so late for a meeting and want to bring a smile to the face of 
your patient friend/colleague-  just tell him that you wouldn't put a rabbit on them!  

Sophie Loyer 
Head of French 
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Ethics & Philosophy 

F 
riday 5th May was Theme Day 5, and West Site had the 
pleasure of welcoming Dr Peter Vardy for the day, to 
deliver an Religious Studies conference to a large 

number of Year 10 students.  Dr Vardy is a world-renowned 
Theologian, Philosopher and Educator, who has written many 
books throughout the years, such as "The Puzzle of Ethics" 
and "What is Truth?".  Dr Vardy spent the day with around 100 
Year 10 students, who are about to sit their GCSE Ethics & 
Philosophy exams this summer, discussing and debating various Philosophical and Ethical 
topics.  The day started with religion, war and justice, and many of our students offered 
insightful and thought-provoking questions throughout the session.  There was a brilliant 
atmosphere in the hall, as Dr Vardy got the students thinking about big questions and 
discussing current world events and the ethical questions surrounding them.  We then had 
sessions throughout the day, addressing 'Life after Death', 'Religion & Science' and 'Religion 
& Medical Ethics'. 
 
Tenielle Jordison, a Year 12 RS student, also interviewed Dr Vardy for the school 
newspaper 'The Alfredian'.  She asked some brilliantly thoughtful questions, and the 
interview was very in-depth and interesting.    
 
Overall, it was a brilliant day for our Year 10 students, as they prepare for their upcoming 
GCSE examinations, and we look forward to welcoming Dr Vardy back to KA's in the future!  

 
Sarah Stewart 

Head of Ethics & 
Philosophy 

Y 
ear 8 Philosophy lesson 
The students had a task of planning their own place of 
worship, collecting recyclable materials, and then 

building models of their 
plans.  As you can see, 
they were really engaged in the 
whole process and enjoyed 
being able to design their own 
buildings! 
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Recent Sporting Highlights 

 

U14 Netball Tournament 
At Fitzharrys, Abingdon 
Girls won the tournament 
Tuesday 21

st
 March 

With Matt Bowler & Michelle Woodward  

U15 & U18 Swimming Relays 
At Bromsgrove 
Friday 24

th
 March 

With Charlotte James 

Friday 28 April 
U12 & U13 Boys Basketball 
County Final 
Our Year 7/8 Basketball  team 
coming third in the level 3 
school games. 

David Woodroffe Memorial Sevens Rugby Tournament - Boys 
With Callum Jackson and Jack Atkinson 

Friday 12th May 2017 
Brilliant afternoon at Hungerford with the Yr7,8 & 10 rugby teams. 
Everyone involved demonstrated a commendable level of 
enthusiasm & effort throughout the tournament. Highlights we're as 
follows: Ryan W (yr8) some exceptional evasive running to score a 
try after recovering the ball under his own posts... some hard hitting 
tackles from Harry W & Kane A throughout the tournament (Yr7). 
Lastly Yr10s took control of the tournament winning 4/6 games! A 
really enjoyable afternoon for everyone!  
PS Tyrone was fine. He played exceptionally well but found time 
to poke himself in the eye (see left)! 
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Miss Woodward – last day before Maternity Leave with Year 10   

Wednesday 10th May, KA’s East site, Year 5/6 Mini 
Orange Tennis competition   
  
Another excellent competition where the standard was 
very high. 12 teams competed for 1 place in the Vale 
round with 9 of the teams from within the VAT. Of the 4 
teams to reach the semi finals, 3 of them were from the 
trust and we had an all VAT final between St James and 
Wantage. It couldn’t have been much closer as the final 
ended in a draw, 2 – 2. To decide the winner we had to 
count points across all 4 games with Wantage just 
prevailing 34 points to 31. Well done to all involved! 

David Woodroffe Memorial Sevens Rugby 
Tournament - Girls 
With Amber Miller and Sam Lear 
Thursday 11th May 2017 
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 Sports News 

KS 3 Sports Awards 2017 
Many congratulations to Coach of 
the Year:   Sam Lear  

KS 4/5 Sports Awards 2017 
Many congratulations to Coach of the 
Year:   Matt Bowler  

Women’s FA Cup Final - Wembley 
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KATS 

Ed Beamont - Dickety 

Recently I represented KA's at the 

British Schools Biathlon Championships, 

and came second. Not only did I 

improve on my seed place, I also did 

pbs in both the 200m swim and the 

1600m run.  

KATS News 
Dillon Bose (9R3) graded and was awarded his 

black belt in karate. He trains with TISKA Shoto-

kan Karate Association. He will be competing in 

his first black belt tournament in June.. 

KATS Session - East and West Students 
Tuesday 9th May 
With Adam Dobson 
On Tuesday our East and West KATS students took part in a 
session run by Revolution Sports Injuries. Students explored 
the importance of warm ups, cools downs and flexibility 
training. All explored the use of rollers and balls as part of 
their pre and post-performance routines. 
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World War One Investigations—History 

O 
ur Year 8 students have been studying World War One in their History lessons and last 
term some of them had the opportunity to meet with a local expert.   
 

Linda Parker used to teach at King Alfred’s.  She left to concentrate on her research and has 

subsequently had several books published.  Linda was able to talk us through how she goes 

about her research, showing examples of the documents she works with.  She also kindly 

brought in several World War One artefacts from her private collection for students to handle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friends from Childrey Church had brought along an unusual 
Germanic WWI grave marker which has made its way from its 
original location back to Childrey where the soldier it 
commemorates originally came from. 

Jane Beckley 

And we had a mystery object to 

consider: 
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Holocaust Education Trust  
Lessons from Auschwitz 

T 
his year four students from the Sixth Form 
had the opportunity to take part in the 
Holocaust Education Trust’s ‘Lessons from 

Auschwitz’ project.  Natasha Laybourne and Ciara 
Watkins from Year 13 have written about their 
experience in taking part in the project. 

Claire Clapton 
Head of History 

 
“As part of a group of four students from King 
Alfred’s, we were lucky enough to be chosen to 
represent the school on the Holocaust Education 
Trust’s ‘Lessons from Auschwitz’ project. This 
consisted of a three-part experience: two seminars 
and a one-day visit to Auschwitz-Birkenau and 
other significant sites relating to the Holocaust in 
Poland. Prior to commencing the project, we all 
had some knowledge of what the Holocaust was 
and its significance in world history; however, we 
all wanted to further our understanding and 
appreciation of the events that took place and how 
it affected the Jewish community across Europe. 
 
At the first seminar we attended, we were 
privileged to witness a talk from Holocaust 
survivor, Rudi Oppenheimer, who recalled his 
individual survivor testimony. Alongside his 
mother, father, sister and brother, Rudi was sent to 
both Westerbork – a transit camp – and the 
concentration camp Bergen-Belsen, before being 
liberated by the Soviet Red Army. What was quite 
remarkable about his experience was that one of 
the main reasons for his survival was because of 
his sister’s British birth certificate, which seems 
rather arbitrary, but enabled the three siblings to 
be spared from the gas chambers. Alongside 
Rudi’s thought-provoking testimony, we also had 
the opportunity to discuss in groups life before the 
Holocaust and which Jewish communities were 
affected across Europe. It was shocking to see 
how much of Europe was impacted and the 
involvement of other governments in the 
deportation of Jews to Nazi-held areas.  
 
Nothing could quite prepare us though for our visit 
to Auschwitz-Birkenau. What is often synonymous 
with the image of Auschwitz is the looming gate 
reading ‘Arbeit macht frei’ (work will set you free) 
however, upon entering the gates, we discovered 
the gate to be much less profound than it has been 
depicted by the media, instead finding other parts 
of the camp to be more formidable. Firstly, the 
exhibits that had been set up inside the blocks, 
displaying objects like mounds of hair, shoes, 

children’s drawings and photographs of victims. 
This was an important part of the exhibition as it 
showed a more human side to the events that took 
place and also the amass of people who been sent 
to the camp. Additionally, we were shocked by the 
proximity of Auschwitz commander Rudolf Höss’ 
family home to the gas chambers and blocks in 
Auschwitz I. 
 
Auschwitz II – or Birkenau as it is often referred to 
– was more like what we were expecting of 
Auschwitz-Birkenau but the scale still shocked us. 
The guide we were accompanied by detailed the 
number of Jews in the camp – at least 1,100,000 – 
and told us survivor stories from the camp. We 
were told about the quiet but courageous 
resistance to the Nazi regime within the camps; 
some religious Jews continued to pray in secret 
before sunrise whilst others somehow managed to 
record their experiences in the camp and bury the 
letters, hoping for them to be found one day. A 
small group of Jewish girls also succeeded in 
smuggling tiny amounts of gun powder from a 
munitions factory and passing it on to the 
Sonderkommando (Jews put to work in the 
crematoria) who, on 7th October, 1944 revolted 
and attempted to blow up a number of the 
crematoria, succeeding in entirely destroying 
crematoria 4 and killing a number of SS guards 
but, knowingly, sacrificing hundreds of their own 
lives. These were just a handful of the stories and 
testimonies we heard whilst in Poland and each 
has resonated with us and helped us to 
understand how important it is to not generalise 
the 6 million Jews killed and remember that those 
6 million Jews were individuals that had individual 
lives. 
 
Even after coming home, we still struggle to 
comprehend the immense scale and purpose of 
the camp. What helped us, however, was the final 
seminar, in which we met up again as a group, to 
discuss our experiences in Auschwitz-Birkenau. It 
was interesting to hear how visiting the sites had 
affected each person differently discussing how 
each school planned to undertake their ‘Next 
Steps’ project. What we believe we all learnt, 
however, was the importance of remembering 
events like the Holocaust and all of the individuals 
whom it affected.” 
 

Natasha Laybourne and Ciara Watkins 
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Geography 

Y 
ear 10 Geography Fieldtrip  
19th and 20th April 
In the first week back after Easter 132 Year 10 
students headed down to Hengistbury Head near 

Bournemouth to complete a physical geography fieldwork 
investigation. Throughout the day students completed a 
number of activities, which included measuring the width of 
the beach, field sketches and measuring the height of the 
groynes to see if longshore drift had taken place. We were 
very lucky with the weather, which also added to the 
students’ experience. 

 
 
The physical investigation is required as part of  
examinations at the end of Year 11, as is a 
human geography investigation which was 
completed earlier in the year in Bristol. Whilst 
these opportunities are important academically, 
they also allow students to experience what they 
have learnt in the classroom out in the field. 
 

Geography Department 
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Highly Able Programme 

Sir Christopher Ricks Lecture – Inaugural Event 
Literature? 

‘I would bet that the farthest thing from Shakespeare’s mind was the questions “Is this 
literature?”’ 

(Bob Dylan, December 2016, the Nobel Ceremony) 
22nd June, 2017   19:00 – 20:30 

The Beacon, Wantage 

Do you remember that moment last year when you first learnt that Bob Dylan had been awarded the 
Nobel Prize for Literature? Did you, like me, have a moment of total bewilderment because Nobel 
Prizes for Literature are just not awarded to rock stars for their song lyrics?  
 
Back in 2004, Christopher Ricks published his 

book “Dylan’s Visions of Sin” to very mixed 

reactions. Since then, the world’s understanding 

of literature has continued to evolve, leading to 

the award of the Nobel Prize for Literature to 

Bob Dylan. Christopher Ricks would like to take 

our students on a brief journey of discovery into 

that evolution, and show them (and us) how this 

came about, and why the lyrics of Bob Dylan 

have, indeed, every right to be considered 

literature.  

Professor Sir Christopher Ricks FBA, Literary 
Critic, William M. and Sara B. Warren Professor 
of the Humanities at Boston University, formerly 
Professor of English at Bristol and at 
Cambridge, and King Alfred’s Alumnus is 
returning to his old school to deliver a talk that 
will spark off an annual event with the remit of 
encouraging students to a love of literature and 
the humanities, regardless of their chosen 
academic path: the annual Sir Christopher Ricks 
Lecture. 
 
Please note that booking is essential as tickets 
to this event are limited. For more information, 
contact Pam Stokell on 225700 ex 2286 or at 
pstokell@kaacademy.org 
 
The poster was designed by three of our Year 
12 students: Hannah Hayward, Phoebe Howard and Chloe Lincoln. 
 

Pam Stokell 
 Academic Enrichment and Highly Able Programme Coordinator 

mailto:pstokell@kaacademy.org
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CARTS 

Recent Music Results 

Thomas Gooday 10V4 Grade 3 Piano with distinction 

Emily Gooday 7V2 Grade 5 Violin with merit 

Riley Robson 7V2 Grade 3 Piano with merit 

Y 
ear 11 and 13 Media Studies students enjoyed 
a morning with Dave Gaydon , a well known 
music promoter from London. Dave worked as 

the Musical Director at The Roundhouse for ten 
years, recorded mixed tracks with David Guetta and 
currently runs his own promotions business, Goat. He 
chatted to the students about his career journey and 
how he progressed from a student to one of the most 
successful in the industry. A brilliantly informative 
morning.  
 

Fiona Habgood – Media Studies 

G 
raphics GCSE 
Some stunning final pieces from my 
Year 11 Graphics cohort. Students 

had to produce outcomes to an 
independent brief. The outcomes 
really showcase their computer 
editing skills and dedication to their 
work. Examples include stamp 
designs and Architectural Magazine 
covers. 
Chloe Aston 
Jack Thomas 
Dan Smart 
 

Rowan Brown 

M 
usic 
Due to the success of this event in previous years, the Music A level recital will take 
place once again at Childrey Church.  The date for this will be Tuesday July 4th and we 
are also having some performances from Year 10 students preparing for their GCSE 

recitals next academic year.  It is always an enjoyable and talent-filled evening, starting at 7pm and 
normally finishing around 8.30pm due to it being a school night!  For students thinking of taking 
GCSE or A level Music, it's a great opportunity to see the quality of work they will be expected to 
achieve as well as get a chance to chat to the students during the interval. 
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K 
S4 Art and Textiles classes with Miss Doney have 

been super–busy creating experimental work. Pictured are 
examples of Year 10 clay portraits showing expression and 

emotion, highly detailed studies which are not only fun to make but 
show a high level of 3D skill. Year 9 Textile students have been 
exploring the ancient technique of batik as part of their Cultures 
project. Year 9 artists have been working collaboratively on their  
Designs. 



Maths 

M 
aths Challenge Update 
Congratulations to all the students who took part in the Junior Maths 
Challenge in April 2017.  
 
Overall 64 students received Bronze, Silver and Gold certificates 

which is a fantastic result for our students. Particular mention must go to the 9 
students who received Gold certificates and to James Haskett and James Hindson 
who both qualified for the follow-up Junior Kangaroo round. 
 
Below are some questions from the Junior Maths Challenge this year for you to 
have a go at: 
 
Question 9 
In William Shakespeare’s play ‘As You Like It’, Rosalind speaks to Orlando 
about “He that will divide a minute into a thousand parts”. Which of the 
following is equal to the number of seconds in one thousandth of one 
minute? 

a) 0.24  b) 0.6    c) 0.024 d) 0.06   e) 0.006 
 

Question 22 
In the window of Bradley’s Bicycle Bizaar there are some unicycles, some 
bicycles and some tricycles. Laura sees that there are seven saddles in total, 
thirteen wheels in total and more bicycles than tricycles. How many unicycles 
are in the window? 

a) 1  b) 2   c) 3   d) 4   e) 5 
 

If you would like to try further questions the UKMT have an excellent website, 

www.ukmt.org.uk 
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What’s On? 

Guides Senior Section 

  Age 14+ 

Chilton Village Hall 
  Fridays in term time       

7:30 - 9pm 

                    ADVENTURE, FUN AND FRIENDSHIP. JUST FOR GIRLSADVTURE,  

 

Email Rachel at rachelvj@aol.com 
for more details 
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And finally... 

Centre Site  Portway  Wantage  Oxfordshire  OX12 9BY 
Telephone:  01235 225700    

Email: enquiries@kaacademy.org 
www.kaacademy.org 

Supernova 
Dust and gas, 
Heat and light, 
Swirling, spiralling, blazing, living. 
Heat pushing, 
Gravity pulling; 
Cosmic giants battling. 
 
Hydrogen diminishing, 
Fusion, fusion. 
Helium spiralling, 
Fusion, fusion. 
Heaving, sighing, growing, cooling. 
Expanding, contracting. 
Expanding, contracting. 
Fusion, fusion, 
EXPLOSION! 
 
Spiralling, swirling, blazing, dying. 
Dust and gas, 
Planets and stars, 
Showering the universe: 
New beginnings. 
 
Dense core. 
Neutron star. 
Dust and gas. 
Dust to dust, 
Gas to gas, 
Black hole. 

     Charlotte Worth 8W1 
Runner-up Prize Winner in the Oxfordshire Science Festival Poetry Competition   

(400 entries) 

Science Festival Poetry Competition  


