Dear Pupils and Parents/Guardians,
Welcome to the second issue of the 2018-19 King Alfred’s Primary Schools’ Key Stage 2
Academic Enrichment Newsletter, which is aimed at all KS2 primary pupils, both in our locality and
further afield.
Every term, King Alfred’s Academic Enrichment Programme (KAAEP) publishes a newsletter for
King Alfred’s students that is jam-packed with opportunities. There are ideas for places to go,
competitions, and one-off events to attend, as well as links for independent research that students
can pursue online. The purpose of the newsletter is to develop an ever-stronger partnership with
our parents in promoting the academic development and curiosity of all our students.
Our Key Stage 2 Newsletter aims to initiate this partnership of learning and discovery with our
prospective parents, and we hope that you will enjoy some of the opportunities on offer in these
pages. A huge thank you to those parents who have sent in some ideas – it is always appreciated!
Most of the opportunities on offer are best-suited to Key Stage 2 pupils, but younger children could
still benefit from many of them, given parental support.
If you come across any events in the future that you think should be shared with other families,
please do not hesitate to contact me and let me know! I look forward to working with you on this.
Pam Stokell
King Alfred’s Academic Enrichment Programme
pstokell@kaacademy.org

Have you and your child heard about the Arts
Award?
Arts Award is a qualification for children and young
people aged between 5 and 25 years of age. There are
levels from Discover through to Gold. Arts Award is a
great way to:
• Find out about and be inspired by the arts
• Learn new skills and share them
Have
• Develop
creativity and leadership
• Link up with creative arts professional at creative and
inspirational venues such as museums
The Oxford University Museums (The Ashmolean, the Pitt Rivers, the Natural History and the History of
Science Museums) are Arts Award Supporters. They have delivered Arts Award to individual young
people and groups in a range of different settings. For some case studies and to find out more, visit
https://www.glam.ox.ac.uk/arts-award
And to find out more about Arts Award, visit the Arts Award website.

At the Natural History Museum in Oxford
The University of Oxford’s Natural History Museum is truly a House of Wonder for any child, and it
is a great place to nurture an interest in the natural world. There are regular events such as:
• Science Saturdays – 2-4 pm most weeks
• Family-friendly Sundays – 2-4pm most weeks
And there are various trails that children can follow through the museum. This can be downloaded
beforehand or picked up from the museum information desk along with paper and pencils. Trails
include the popular Dinosaur Detective Trail
The camouflage and colouration trail. (Best for children 6+) Creature Colours Trail
The breath-taking birds’ trail: Breathtaking Birds Trail
And for younger children, a fun counting trail around the Museum Museum Dice Trail
Below are some of the events planned over the coming weeks. For more information and other
events, visit https://oumnh.ox.ac.uk
Spotlight Specimen Session - 2:30pm Several dates
A regular session at the museum where you can handle
specimens and talk to museum experts about their research.
Thursday 27th December
Monday 31st December
Check the museum website for more dates!
Please note: specimens vary from session to session
Christmas Crackers: Family Trail
22 December 2018 - 6 January 2019
During opening hours Challenge yourself to find all the crackers
around the Museum. Looking out for specific objects can be a
great way of encouraging younger visitors to look more
attentively at the displays – who knows what else you might
find?
At the Pitt Rivers Museum, Oxford
Object Handling
Every Saturday 11:00 – 13:00

Object handling in the Pitt Rivers. Discover more about
wonderful and fascinating objects from the museum’s
collection.

Sunday Morning Screen
Sundays 10:40 – 11:40

At 10.45 watch a 45- minute film featuring Sir David
Attenborough, introducing many familiar, and some easily
missed, treasures of the collections. This is followed
by Welcome to My Museum (11.30, 10 minutes), a short
film imagining a meeting between the two Victorian
founders of the Pitt Rivers Museum and its neighbour, the
Museum of Natural History.

At the Museum of the History of Science
Saturday 12 January 2019, 2–4pm
Family friendly
What did the Victorians know about the moving image? Find out
and make your own magical movie toy.
Especially suitable for ages 7+.
Basement Gallery. Drop-in, no need to book.

Chinese Dragon Fire Clocks
Friday 22 February 2019, 2–4pm
Family friendly
Make a working Chinese dragon fire-clock to celebrate Chinese
New Year. Then try it out at home!
Especially suitable for ages 7+.
Basement Gallery. Drop-in, no need to book.

At our very own Vale and Downland Museum
Over the past couple of years, Wantage’s Vale and Downland Museum has been developing a
very busy programme of events and activities for all age groups. In addition to the Roald Dahl
Activity Days (see first page), there are other events you should keep an eye out for. For example:
Wantage LEGO® Club meet up in the Museum Café one Saturday every
month. 9.30am - 10.30am. The next three dates are:
Saturday 12th January
Suitable for all ages. Free to attend but donations are welcome. Space is limited
so to register please click here & search for Wantage LEGO® Club. Children
must be accompanied by an adult.

From the Story Museum – the World of Wish-Land
As many of you know, the Story Museum galleries are currently closed for
extensive refurbishment, but the magic of story-telling lives on at 41 Castle
Quarter for numerous performances by multi-talented actor, musician and
story-teller in December and January. Check out the Story Museum’s
website for more information: https://www.storymuseum.org.uk/whats-on/

Online Fun and Learning
From Oxford’s Natural History Museum: If you have an interest in all things natural (animals,
plants, the soil under your feet!) don’t forget to visit the Learning Zone. There is a whole range of
online educational resources designed for Key Stage 2 upwards. In the Learning Zone you will find
information about the Museum’s collections on a wide range of topics. There are also games,
trails, and art and craft resources.
And if you are interested in learning more about Space, take a look at the US National
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA)’s Kids’ Club at
https://www.nasa.gov/kidsclub/index.html

Special Section for Years 5 and 6 - Insatiably Curious
Science and Technology
From the Rutherford Appleton Laboratories – The Talking Science
Series 2018-19
This is a series of FREE monthly lectures, organised by the Rutherford
Appleton Laboratory. The talks are given at lunchtime (1:30pm), and
again in the evenings (7:00pm). For more information, please see the
full talk brochure at https://stfc.ukri.org/files/ral-talking-science-2018-19/

• 14/12/18 The star of Bethlehem – an astronomer’s view, by Dr Barry Kellet, STFC RAL
Space
• 18/01/19 Chemistry & Computers: Simulating the Machines of Life, by William Glass,
University of Oxford
• 08/02/19 Let there be Light, by John O’Hagan, Public Health England
• 22/03/19 Kingdom of the cumulus clouds, by Dr David Hooper, STF RAL Space
• 12/04/19 Radiation Protection – how to survive a journey to Mars, by Dr Elizabeth
Cunningham, STFC/Surrey University
• 17/05/19 Lights, crystals, action! By Dr Claire Murray, Diamond Light Source
• 14/06/19 Swarm engineering across scales: from flocking robots to nanomedicine, by Dr
Sabine Hauert, University of Bristol

Finally, we have a date for your diaries! On Friday, 25 January, RAL will be holding their annual
stargazing event, which will have fascinating talks, lots of hands-on activities and maybe – if
they’re lucky – even some night sky observing! Booking will open on Friday 11 January at 12:00
midday via our website: https://stargazing-2019.eventbrite.co.uk PLEASE NOTE: in previous
years this event has sold out within hours of booking opening, so you will need to be quick
to get on to it!

At the Oxford Museum of Natural History:
Special Exhibition: The Bacterial World
19th October 2018 – 28th May 2019
The hidden story of the smallest of life forms, and
their influence on the past, present and future of our
planet.

Creative Computing Club – Castles and Coding (for ages 9-12)
Saturday, 12th January 2019
10AM - 11.30AM (ages 9-12) – beginners’ session
12.30PM - 2PM (ages 9-12) – for those who have
attended Science Oxford Clubs before and have some
knowledge already
Young programmers will create a medieval-themed game.
Using Pygame Zero (a Python library.), they will design a

medieval-style setting with houses and trees and code a character to move around the
village and castle grounds.
9-12 year olds sessions must be accompanied by an adult.
Tickets are priced at £9.07 To register, please go to:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/creative-computing-club-castles-and-coding-ages-9-12-tickets53432809973?aff=ebdssbcitybrowse

And at the Museum of the History of Science:
Learning at home: Why not explore some of the previous exhibitions at the Museum of the
History of Science at https://hsm.ox.ac.uk/past-exhibitions-and-displays
Or browse their selection of lecture podcasts at https://hsm.ox.ac.uk/podcasts to discover a
treasury of talks, from Dr Brian Regal talking on “Crackpots and Eggheads: Eccentricity in Natural
History” to Dr Matthew Shaw discussing the decimalisation of time: “Clocks and Calendars in the
French Revolution”, plus many more totally fascinating titles that bring together the history and
applications of science.

Literature and the Humanities
At the Pitt Rivers Museum, Oxford
Exhibition
Intrepid Women: Fieldwork in Action 1910 - 1957
15 October 2018 - 11 March 2019
This exhibition focuses on six of the Pitt Rivers Museum's most
important female collectors and their fieldwork carried out between
1910 and the early 1960s. It highlights the challenges and
prejudices encountered due to their gender, as well as the
privileged position that their backgrounds gave them, in
comparison to the indigenous communities being studied.

