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“The progress students 
 make is Outstanding.”  

Ofsted
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King Alfred’s Academy

Specialist status has led to the Academy being 
at the centre of its local community, as well as 
making a valuable contribution at a regional 
and national level.                            Ofsted



A warm welcome from everyone 
at King Alfred’s Academy 

From their very first day we tell all the 
young people joining us: 
 
• Grab every opportunity 
• Behave well at all times 
• Do your best, for you 
 
Hand-in-hand with our high standards 
of teaching, our unrivalled enrichment 
programme provides a breadth of 
opportunity for all. In addition to this, 
ours is a learning environment in which 

young people thrive and do well, with 
plenty of opportunities to achieve and 
become well-prepared for the next stage 
of their lives. 
 
This prospectus can only give you a 
snapshot of what King Alfred’s Academy 
can offer – we warmly invite you to come 
and see for yourself! 
 
 
Jo Halliday, Headteacher

Welcome to King Alfred’s, an ‘Ofsted Outstanding’ academy 
in the heart of its community, with a keen focus on academic 
success and personal challenge.

Come and visit us!   
Call 01235 225700 to make an appointment. Visit www.kaacademy.org

Achieving Excellence Together

Students enjoy 
their work and are 
confident learners. 

 
Ofsted



King Alfred’s Academy was the first 
Foundation School in Oxfordshire and 
then became the first Outstanding 
Academy Converter school in the 
County. 
 
As a founding academy within the Vale 
Academy Trust, our teaching staff are 
innovators in the classroom, also teaching 

the educators of tomorrow as part of 
our National Teaching School role. As 
a National Support School, we are also 
called upon to provide advice on school 
improvement to other educational 
establishments.  

King Alfred’s Academy

A Unique Past  
and an Outstanding Future
King Alfred’s Academy is proud of its long traditions of learning. 
These, combined with the very latest in classroom practice, 
have created an academy that is confident, independent and 
constantly striving to improve.

Just wanted to express our thanks for all the support and encouragement that our 
daughter received in preparation for her GCSE’s this summer. Everyone really 
seemed to go ‘the extra mile’ to help her to achieve her best.   M.E. (Parent)

Your student helpers at the Careers Convention were fantastic. All were so lovely 
and positive – a real asset to the school.   D.C. (Oxon Skills and Learning Service)

From an 18th Century 
stained glass window 
reputed to have come 

from University College, 
Oxford and now in the 
old Master’s House on 

Centre Site.

KING ALFRED’S CREST



Students respond enthusiastically 
to the many opportunities presented 
to broaden their experiences of art, 
music and drama. Ofsted

Achieving Excellence Together



King Alfred’s Academy

Skills and talents  
learnt via PE and Sport are 
having an impact on other 
subjects and contributing to 
the overall rise in attainment. 

Ofsted

King Alfred’s provides 
all students with a rich 
and varied education.  

Ofsted



Achieving Excellence Together

An extensive student leadership and 
enrichment programme is on offer, with 
numerous opportunities to participate 
in music events and shows, along with 
an impressive range of residential visits 
and sporting occasions. 
 
At the start of Year 7, a one night local 
stay with their Tutor and fellow tutees 
is followed by a succession of trips that 
become more challenging as young 

people progress through to Year 11 and 
beyond. 
 
Our After-School Elective Programme 
provides a wealth of opportunity to 
develop current interests and encourage 
new ones. ‘Theme Days’ also allow 
everyone to share inspirational learning 
experiences, with both teachers and 
young people working together on a 
variety of projects.

An Enriched  
Student Experience
We are passionate about learning beyond traditional lessons, 
outside the classroom. Taking part in trips, visits and activities is 
central to the King Alfred’s Academy ethos. 

King Alfred’s Talented in Sport Programme 
 
For talented young sportswomen and sportsmen, we provide many 
opportunities to join sports teams and to represent the academy competitively. 
Our KATS (King Alfred’s Talented in Sport) Programme helps support students 
participating at County level or above to balance their sporting commitments 
with their academic studies. 

With everyone at the academy working as a team as you obviously do, students 
really can “follow their dreams” and reach their goals. M.C. (Parent)



King Alfred’s Academy

The way in which students frequently help one 
another in their work is a particularly strong 
feature. Ofsted



This helps continue the momentum of 
learning from the primary stage through 
to the secondary learning environment.
Focus and motivation are maintained and 
important skills learnt at primary school 
can be further embedded and developed. 
 
This, in turn, allows us more time to 
personalise the curriculum at Key Stage 

4 and 5. Aspirational targets are set in 
all subject areas and teachers ensure 
progress is rapid and sustained. 
 
Young people are inspired to do 
well, gaining important skills for 
life alongside good results in public 
examinations.

A Curriculum for Success
Young people joining King Alfred’s Academy in Year 7 will cover 
the Key Stage 3 National Curriculum in two years, rather than 
three. 

Achieving Excellence Together

“Chess” was the most fabulous production, revealing an extraordinary display of 
team work between all the disciplines involved. It was a real privilege for me to 
be there and enjoy it with you.  The Rev. Canon John Salter

The Battlefields trip was excellent – Chris really enjoyed it, especially being able to 
find our great uncle’s name on the Thiepval memorial and leaving a poppy.  

C.W. (Parent)



Confident Transition

King Alfred’s Academy

Looking Ahead to Sixth Form 
 
Our Sixth Form enjoys an excellent reputation as being warm, friendly and 
inclusive. One of the largest in the County, we can offer a wide range of 
courses covering AS, A2 and BTEC options that attract applicants from other 
local and independent schools. Students leave well-equipped to follow their 
chosen courses at all universities, including Oxford and Cambridge, or to enter 
the world of employment. Examination results continue to be outstanding, and 
this, coupled with extensive enrichment and student leadership opportunities, 
ensures a hugely successful and fulfilling Sixth Form experience.

Working closely with colleagues in 
our feeder schools, we ensure that the 
individual needs of each young person 
joining us are fulfilled from day one.  
 
There are ample opportunities for primary 
students to spend time with us at various 
transition events. These include coming 
to watch our annual musical production, 

‘hands-on’ science sessions in our labs 
and joint primary/secondary after-school 
clubs.  
 
Parents and carers are important 
partners as we all work together 
towards a successful and happy time 
while your children are with us. 

Whether it is the move from primary to secondary, or the start of 
Key Stage 4 or 5, we place special emphasis on positive transition.

No need to tell you how much your musicians added to the Frideswide Service in 
the Cathedral. Their panache and zip finished off what proved to be a really special 
service in just the right way. Tim Stevenson, Lord Lt. of Oxfordshire

Huge congratulations on the outstanding performance of your students recently 
elected to the inaugural Wantage Youth Town Council at the Chamber of 
Commerce Reception last night. They were all truly impressive. 

St. John Dickson, Wantage Mayor



Students say the Academy is a safe 
environment and they are confident that 
staff will respond effectively to any 
concerns.           Ofsted



ACHIEVING EXCELLENCE TOGETHER
At King Alfred’s we aim to provide outstanding 
teaching and learning. We create a stimulating 
and challenging learning environment for all by 
respecting the individual needs of students and staff.
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