
 

 

 

Academy Focus 

Inside this issue 

Student Wellbeing ...................... 3 

Trips ............................................ 4-7 

PE Round-Up............................... 8-11 

English ........................................ 12-14 

History ........................................ 14 

Work Experience……………………….15 

CARTS ......................................... 16-19 

Geography/Yr 11 Ball ………………20 

What’s On………………………………….24-27 

DoE Update ……………………………...28 

Special points of interest 

 Could you become a Governor?  See 
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 The Enrichment Brochure with next 
year’s exciting trips will be launched in 
September 

 We are Top 3 in the county in terms 
of total numbers involved in D of E  

Welcome from the Headteacher 
I find it very hard to believe that I am coming to the end of my first academic 
year at King Alfred’s Academy. Leaving a very familiar and successful school to 
take on a second Headship was always going to be a significant decision, but I 
can say with every confidence that taking up the offer to join KAs has been the 
best decision of my career. I have loved every single day. Thank you so much for 
your support as parents, and thanks also to the students who have been 
wonderful in their welcome and cheerful acceptance of me as their new 
Headteacher throughout the course of this year. It continues to be a great 
privilege to work alongside such dedicated, professional and committed staff, as 
well as such pleasant and vibrant students.  Many thanks to you all. 
 
Together, our students and staff have achieved so much yet again this term, and 
I hope that you enjoy reading about all of their successes and adventures in this 
edition of Academy Focus. Since the update in our last edition, students have 
participated in the Alpine Adventure, the Year 7 Activities trip, as well as cultural 
visits to Barcelona and Morocco. In addition and, at time of writing, our final 
study trips of the year to New York and Venice as well as the DoE Gold 
expedition are still out of school and providing our students with some life 
changing experiences. Do follow us on Twitter @KAs_Wantage to keep up with 
how those trips are going. There has been a lot of learning taking place in ‘the 
outdoor classroom’! 
 
More recently, the Summer Dance Show and Music Concert were two significant 
successes this term and these stunning events allowed our creative students to 
showcase their talents in the Performing Arts. Sports Day was yet another major 
success, with all students participating in competitive or team sports on the 
most perfect summer day. I have never known such an inclusive and exciting 
model of a sports day in any school I have ever worked in!  
 
Other significant highlights of the term have been the wonderful Balls for Year 
13 and Year 11 students, which provided two perfect summer evenings for staff 
and students to celebrate together. In addition, the recent ‘What the Fest’ 
Sweatbox Music Festival was a real triumph, providing a wonderful day of music 
and arts for our students and members of the local community. King Alfred’s 
truly is a school, which offers opportunity for all. 
 
Our newly refurbished Sixth Form Centre is almost complete, and students will 
be moving in at the start of the academic year. Our formal opening will be on 
the evening of Friday 4th October 2019, if you would like to come for a look 
around! 
 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Our Year 10 students enjoying 

their trip to Morocco! 



 

 
KING ALFRED’S ACADEMY 

 

2 

Meanwhile, the final phase of refurbishment to classrooms on West will be completed over the summer, making the 
condition of the very best learning spaces the standard for all. Furthermore, we are fully staffed with subject specialists, 
our student numbers are growing steadily to the point where the academy should soon again be full to capacity, and our 
3:2 project will finally be concluded. Consequently, we are already looking ahead to September with great confidence 
and optimism. 
 
Please note that the new school year will commence for ALL students on Wednesday 4th September. This is a change 
from previous years, but we are very keen to have all our students in school for induction, so that they can all embark on 
their new courses as quickly as possible and with the minimal disruption to teaching and learning at the start of a busy 
year. We all look forward to welcoming your sons and daughters back to school then!  
 
However, in the meantime, I hope that all our hard working parents will get to enjoy some quality family time and some 
well-deserved rest of your own over the coming weeks. Many thanks again for your excellent support of all we are doing 
at KAs, and very best wishes for the summer ahead. 

 
 

Rick Holroyd 
Headteacher 

Continued from Page 1 

Whether you’re in teaching or support, your experience in the education sector would be greatly valued by 
our local governing bodies.  This could be at your own school or another school in the Trust. 
  
Please take a minute to look at our GOVERNOR FLYER.  We’ve covered some of the most frequently asked 
questions and included a short introduction video. 
  
The summer holiday is fast approaching, but if you act now we could start talking and, who knows, you could 
be appointed as a governor ready for the new school year in September! 
If this is not right for you at this time, please consider forwarding this email to friends and family if you think 
they might be interested – they don’t have to have education experience, as we need people from all walks 
of life. 
  
With thanks and warm regards 
  
Vicky Roberts 
Head of Governance & Policy 
Vale Academy Trust 
 Email: vroberts@vale-academy.org 
Tel: 07387 019785 

Could you volunteer and become a Governor at one of the schools in the 
Vale Academy Trust? 

http://www.vale-academy.org/wp-content/uploads/Governor-Flyer.pdf
mailto:vroberts@vale-academy.org
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STUDENT WELLBEING 

         LEANNE AVIS          LAVIS@KAACADEMY.ORG    

Our amazing Anti-Bullying Ambassadors have been fully representing our Anti-Bullying scheme by appearing at parents 

evenings and community events, we look forward to seeing them again at our open events in the new academic year. I 

would like to take this opportunity to thank all of them for taking on the role so responsibly and maturely. Unfortunately, 

as our Ambassadors move up a year group in September we will be saying goodbye  and good luck to our Year 13 

ambassadors and West Site will lose its strong Year 8 Anti-Bullying Ambassador team. This means that there will be 

vacancies on both West and Centre Site so in term 1 we will be recruiting our next team of Anti-Bullying Ambassadors, our 

current ambassadors will have the opportunity to continue the role for another academic year and I would encourage 

them to do so as they will hold vital information and training tips for the next cohort. I will keep you updated with news of  

next year’s team and the exciting opportunities we have planned for them in the next editions of Academy Focus. 

ANTI-BULLYING NEWS 

 

During the summer holidays, many of our young people will want to keep in touch with their friends through social media 

or online games. It’s a good time to ask them about what sites they use, and to encourage them do a privacy check. 

Encourage them to use the privacy tools on the apps/ sites they use, so that the content they post is only available to 

people they know and trust in real life. Talk to your children about what types of photos are appropriate to share, and 

who they are okay to share with. Photos can hold clues that give away personal information. For example, if they share a 

selfie with their friends, are there any landmarks or street signs that give away their location? Do they have permission 

from their friends to share the photos?     It is important that should you have any safeguarding concerns you report them 

to the appropriate authorities without delay. 

APP ADVICE AND TOP TIPS 

Over the last couple of terms we have been selling Rainbow Laces to raise money for Stonewall Charity (https://

www.stonewall.org.uk/). Stonewall is an LGBTQ+ charity who launched the Rainbow Laces campaign with the aim of  

removing homophobic, biphobic and transphobic language from sport. The students who have bought a pair are 

encouraged to wear them in their trainers in their PE lessons to show support for the cause. 

From the Stonewall website: 

It’s down to all of us to be an active ally to lesbian, gay, bi and trans people in sport.    
Every player, every athlete, every team is stronger when sport welcomes and supports everyone. 

It’s down to all of us to become an active ally to lesbian, gay, bi and trans people.  It’s about working together, whether 
that’s playing for fun, playing to win, or cheering on your favourite athletes or team.  When we all play our part, we 
can make sport everyone’s game.  

Lesbian, gay, bi and trans people can have negative perceptions and experiences of sport, whether it’s due to bullying in 
school sport, coming across anti-LGBT language on social media, down the pub or during live sports. 

New Stonewall research finds that most people want to see action against anti LGBT language in sport, but only a quarter 

feel confident calling it out. Rainbow Laces is all about giving people the confidence and the tools to be active allies to 

LGBT people in sport. 

STONEWALL RAINBOW LACES CAMPAIGN 

https://www.stonewall.org.uk/
https://www.stonewall.org.uk/
https://www.stonewall.org.uk/our-work/campaigns/how-become-better-ally-lgbt-people-sport
https://www.stonewall.org.uk/news/stonewall-reveals-brits-find-it-hard-challenge-anti-lgbt-abuse-sport
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Trips 

On Saturday 29th June, 30 very 
excited Year 10 students departed the 
rainy skies of England for an action-
packed week on expedition with 
Global Footprints for the annual 
Morocco Trip. Upon arrival in 
Marrakech, both teams made the 
journey to the High Atlas mountains 
where they settled in Moroccan 
Riad’s in Imlil and Armoud and 
enjoyed traditional Moroccan cuisine 
in the form of lentil soup and tagines. 
The next 3 days were spent trekking 
up to the summit of Mt Toubkal 
(4167m) which was a difficult but very 
rewarding ascent! As can be seen 
from the photos, the students were 
elated upon reaching the top after a 

long and steep climb! Next up was 
a short journey to the west coast 
of Morocco and the seaside town 
of Essaouira for some rest and 
relaxation on the beach. Here, 
students got the opportunity to 
shop in traditional souks and eat 
more Moroccan food – most 
choosing the highly rated chicken 

chawarmas! Students were regularly 
embracing the culture by bartering 
for gifts with shop owners which was 

a pleasure to watch! Both teams also 
enjoyed a highly entertaining camel 
safari and some football on the beach 
against local students. The weather 
was scorching all week which added 
to all of the fun and enjoyment the 
students were having. Before 
travelling home, the students spent a 
day and night in the city of Marrakech 
exploring the deep and fascinating 
souks where they did more shopping, 
and also dined on the roof terraces to 
see the thriving city from above! 
Furthermore, they were able to 
watch the attention-grabbing snake 
charmers and monkey acts in the 
main square, Jemaa el Fna. Global 
Footprints leaders, Mark Cresswell 
and Mark Brailsford were consistently 
impressed with the enthusiasm and 
personalities of each and every one of 
the students on the trip stating they 
were able to build great relationships 
with all of the students. This shows 
just what a great cohort of students 
we took away that did King Alfred’s 
proud, and it’s clear to see how much 
fun they had! 

Jack Taylor 
Trip Leader 

Year 10 Morocco 

Trip—July 2019 
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Trips continued 

An early start on Friday 28th June saw 23 Year 9 & Year 10 students 
embark on an action packed weekend to the Isle of Wight for the annual 
Water Sports Trip. With passports in hand, the students made the short 
trip across the pond to Cowes. Fresh off the ferry the two teams were 
battling it out against each other for bragging rights on who had the best 
raft building skills.  
 
The weather was on our side as the weekend began with Dinghy sailing 
and Keel boating, an opportunity for students to not only get to grips on 
sailing but also to see the winners of the annual Around the Island Race 
which takes place around the Isle of Wight each year.  
 
Before making the trip back, students got the chance to try out paired 
Kayaking and Stand up Paddle boarding, this certainly seemed to be one of 
the highlights of the trip for many, partly due to the fact they were finally 
able to push Mr Edkins and Miss Frost in the water. UKSA who ran the trip 
were blown away with how enthusiastic and well behaved the students 
were through the entirety of the trip, making specific reference to their 
impressive crabbing skills! 
 

Matt Edkins 
Trip Leader 

Year 9 & 10 Watersports Trip to the Isle of Wight 

Our Enrichment Brochure will be launched in 
September for next year’s trips with amazing 
opportunities for all! 



 

 
KING ALFRED’S ACADEMY 

“My favourite bit was Nou Camp because it was massive and the 

atmosphere was great” – George 

6 

Trips continued 

On 22nd June, 45 bold Year 7 and 8 linguists travelled to Barcelona. We stayed in the 

town of Tossa De Mar just outside Barcelona. During the trip our students experienced 

the very best of the Spanish sunshine and culture. We visited famous sites and 

landmarks including the ‘Sagrada Familia’, ‘Park Guell’ and ‘Camp Nou’, tasted delicious 

tapas in a local family-run restaurant and spent a day at ‘Port Aventura’ theme park. 

We were so impressed by how all of the students embraced the language and culture.  

Our hosts during the tapas tasting were absolutely beaming throughout as they 

watched the students enjoy the experience and were taken aback by the huge round of 

applause from the students at the end of the meal. Our students were a real credit to 

themselves and the school and I hope they have made memories that last a lifetime. I 

would like to take this opportunity to thank you all of the staff who accompanied me 

and the students for making the trip such a success: Paola Amara, Lucy Gotham-

Remond, Will Harvey and Dec O’Hanlon. 

 

The following comments from our students sum the experience up nicely! 

Leanne Avis 

KS3 Barcelona Trip - June 2019 

“The beach and the theme park were the best bits but all of it was 

amazing because I was with my friends” – Matthew 

“My favourite bits 

were the weather, the 

experiences, making 

new friends and the 

delicious food” – Thea 

“I really enjoyed the day when we went to 
the football stadium and explored  
‘Las Ramblas’ – Zoe 

“The whole trip was great because I 

was with my friends, exploring a new 

place and having lots of fun!” – Lewis 
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Year 12 Cultural Visit to Florence 

From Monday 15th July until Friday 19th July some of our Year 12 
students went on a cultural visit to Florence to study Renaissance.  
They visited many of the sites including Academia to see Michel-
angelo’s ‘Prisoners’ ,the Pitti Palace and the Bobli Gardens  to 
name but a few.  Right is a photo taken outside the Santa Croce in 
Florence, on their way to San Miniato for views across the entire 
city so they can do some fantastic 

What an amazing experience, from Wall 
Street, to Times Square, to ferry trips 
around Ellis Island and the Statue of 
Liberty. 
 
Whilst the sites and sounds made the 
senses stand on end, particularly after 
rolling blackouts on arrival, we quickly 
composed ourselves and embraced 
the rich history and subject insight we 
had been looking for. At Microsoft we 
were introduced to a deluge of 
technological change, racing simulators, 
gaming chambers and what can only be 
described as a quite brilliant exploration 
of the development of Microsoft 
software; a truly insightful experience. 
 
The culmination of the trip was a 
morning at Macys! Whilst this may 
seem a little extreme, exploring nine 
floors of this wonderful testament to 
retail was mind blowing - especially 
after an astute look in to the psychology 
behind their Business Marketing. Did 
you know that on the men's floor, 
ceilings are lowered to make men feel 
taller?! Neither did we, but this was just 
one of the gems of inspiration we got 
from our tour guide, who delivered a 
brilliant presentation about a real 
institution of American retail. 

This was undoubtedly one of the most 
fantastic experiences our students will 
ever have throughout their time with us 
at King Alfred's Academy. With the 
endless beating backdrop of one of the 
most vibrant cites in the world, New 
York gave us its brilliant best, albeit in 
some 30+ degree weather, in 
spadefuls.  With time, we know that 
students will reflect on this with even 
more fondness then they already do, 
and it would be a miss for us as a body 
of staff to not recognise how well they 
represented King Alfred's Academy. This 
was highlighted to us on numerous 
occasions by members of the public as 
well as attraction and airline staff who 
could not speak highly enough of how 
polite and mature they were. We, as 
always, are proud of our students, but 
this group excelled and every one of 
them should be proud of how well they 
completely immersed themselves in a 
different culture, and with some 
exceptionally unusual circumstances. 
The wheels are already in motion for 
New York 2020/2021, make sure you 
get your request in as soon as possible! 
 

Miss Ryan, Mr Sandhu, Mrs Bishop & 
Mr Maddern 

Business Studies & Computing—New York, New York! 

“Did you know that on 

the men's floor (in 

Macys), ceilings are 

lowered to make men 

feel taller?!” 



 

 
KING ALFRED’S ACADEMY 

PE & Sport News Round-Up 

8 

 

 

 

 
U13 Girls Cricket 

Festival  

KATS: Nate Robinson - 

Motorsport 

U15 Boys Tennis v 

Cokethorpe 

U12 Cricket Festival v Oxford 

Spires 

KATS Success—Swimming 
Edgar  Stepluik, a Year 7 student has won 53 medals in total, 25 of which are gold. 
  
In February Edgar raced at the Oxfordshire and North Buckinghamshire County Championships. 
 In May he took part in the South East Regional Championships. Edgar swam 8 events and made 2 finals.  
 Also in this swimming season, Edgar broke 12 of Abingdon Vale's club records: 7- Short Course and 5 Long Course. 
 
Well done Edgar! 
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The Summer Dance Show …. 

 

…... was again a huge success with both nights being a sell out!  

Over 100 students were involved from VAT Primary Schools all 
the way up to Sixth Form. This year's theme was 'Movies Night', 
with performances from 'Pretty Woman', 'Fault in Our Stars', 'La 
La Land' and many more. Popcorn and sweets were on the go, 
giving the audience that real cinema feel! Watch out for the 
Winter Dance Showcase coming at the end of this year! 

KATS: Rachel Webb & Danielle 
Doxey who represented Swindon 

Town FC at the Barcelona girls cup 

VAT Primary Sports Awards 
Wantage CE with our guest speaker Vernon Samuels  
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KATS Scheme success  - Samuel Hawthorne races in the British and European 
Karting Championship 

The kart Samuel races is far removed from the one people 
may try at the local indoor or outdoor kart track. It will do 
90mph on the straights and pull 2G in a corner on tires that 
will only last about 40 minutes before they begin to lose 
grip. It uses a specially built 2-stroke race engine that revs 
to 17,000rpm.  
 
The Race weekend actually begins long before. After the 
last race weekend Samuels Kart is stripped back to the bare 
chassis, checked for cracks and also put on a jig to check for 
alignment.  All components and checked and even the 
smallest amounts of wear and replaced. The engines are 
also all put on a dyno to check for any issues and if they 
require a rebuild. Samuel will use a specific engine for 
practice and then swap to a more powerful race engine for 
qualifying and the races.  Samuel races for the Msport kart 
team who were world champions back in 2012, They will 
arrive at the track on the Thursday morning to set up the 
awning and get everything ready for when Samuel and the 
other team drivers arrive late Thursday evening. This race is 

in Rowrah on the coast in the 
lake district.  It’s a 6 hour drive 
for myself and Samuel after 
school to get to the track. Ready 
for Friday. 
 
Friday morning drivers have to 
be registered and checked that 

they have the correct licence to Race at the British 
championship. You begin with a National B race licence and 
to race in the British championship a National A licence is 
require. Samuel actually has an International C licence 
which is required for international competition. Once 
“signed on” Samuel will then walk the track with the other 
team drivers and Kieran or Danny the team managers 
discussing the best line in the dry or the wet line. We tested 
at the track a few weeks ago so it is very much about fine 
tuning rather than learning the track.  I spend that time 
preparing his kart, Fitting the engine and making any setup 
changes for the first session.  You  have six practice sessions 
on the Friday each about 15-20 minutes long. Samuels  kart 
has a camera fitted and also a data logger that records 
everything to a very precise level, The dash feeds lap times 
back to Sam during the lap  and will also tell him if he is up 
or down on his best time for that session. Apart from the 
Lap time it also records engine RPM, Engine temperature, 
Exhaust gas temperature, Lateral G and GPS data to within 
half a metre.  After each session the data and camera 
footage are downloaded and the team will go through 

everything and Samuel 
will feedback on how the 
kart felt with regard to its 
setup and what he would 
like changed, They will 
make any tweaks to his 
driving such as braking 
points and racing line and 
also to the setup of the kart, The goal is the get the kart in 
balance with the minimum grip level to get around the 
corner as fast as possible but that grip will also slow it down 
on the straight so a fine balance has to be found. We will 
also try and get the kart balanced so when it does slide all 
four wheels slide at the same time. This is all set by various 
ways such as changing ride height. tire pressures, different 
axle stiffness and stiffening or allowing the kart chassis to 
allow it to flex all help to gain this balance where if it slides 
all four wheels slide at the same time creating a "four 
wheel drift". He will also feedback if the setup up was 
consistent over the whole session, Did the tires take a long 
time get to temperature or the did kart set up fade towards 
the end of the session where the tires have probably over 
heated. They will also work on the engine settings including 
gearing and carb settings and again this a balance between 
a lower gear to get the kart off the tightest of the corners 
but not then run out of speed down the straight making 
him vulnerable to an overtake. Different set ups are tried 
for each session and sometimes during a session he will be 
called in and small changes made to the setup.  
For the last session with hopefully by then a good race set 
up we will fit new tyres and fit the more powerful race 
engine he will use tomorrow in qualifying with the goal to 
set his fastest time of the day and simulate what will 
happen in qualifying tomorrow. Once the testing has 
finished usually around 5pm in the afternoon the kart will 
be stripped and checked again for cracks and any worn 
parts. Brakes etc all checked ready for the racing tomorrow.  
 
Saturday will again begin early around 7am with a track 
walk for Samuel while I prepare the kart for the short 5 
minute warm up. This is the last chance to try and set up 
changes before qualifying it. The turnaround after the 
warm up before qualifying is quick. The air and track 
temperature can mean we need to make major changes to 
his kart for the best possible single lap time.  Another new 
set of tyres will be fitted for the short 6-minute qualifying 
and the rules mean these will also be the ones he uses for 
the races over the next two days they are bar coded and 
scanned so he cannot use any other tires from now on. 
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They will be checked every time he goes out on the track. 
 
Qualifying is key to the weekend and to get the best start 
position for the races that will ultimately lead to the final 
where the championship points are awarded. The 
qualifying session is only six minutes. Once the green flag is 
shown they are allowed on the circuit. Samuel needs at 
least two  laps the get the tyres up the temperature to give 
maximum grip and he can set a time. The qualifying 
session is hectic with drivers constantly searching for space 
on the track but also a tow from another kart of groups of 
karts. Samuel is running near the top of times for most of 
the session and as the clock ticks down, As the tires get up 
to temperature and scrub in the times tumble, Samuel 
makes a small error on the final fast lap and drops down 
the order to 10th when the flag drops at the end. Once the 
session is over all the karts come back through parc ferme 
and are weighed to check they are above the minimum 
weight of 148kg for kart and driver, most karts will have 
lead weights fitted around the seat to meet this, Samuel 
has roughly 12kg of lead fitted his kart to make the weight 
and means lighter drivers gain no advantage.  You can only 
have a maximum of 34 karts in a race so the grid is split 
into 3 groups and over the day Samuel takes part in two 
races against the other groups to decide the grid for the 
final. With 50 drivers only the top 28 automatically qualify 
for the final. After the mistake in qualifying Samuel starts 
Heat 1 in 17th. He gets a good start and moves forward 
through the race finishing 10th. The second heat starts well 
but a kart he has just overtaken has brake failure and hits 
him hard braking for the hairpin. The back of the kart is 
badly damaged and although he finishes its not a good 
result and he will start the main final in 28th position just 
scraping through and avoiding the last chance “B final”  
where the drivers who have not qualified automatically 
will race for the last six places on the grid for the main 
final.  
 
The final is the one that counts towards the championship. 
It is longer at 15 minutes plus 1 lap so we drop the tire 
pressures slightly to compensate and more fuel, The kart 
will use about 3 litres of fuel in the final. The tires work 
best between 75C and 85C. As Samuel goes out on the 
track he deliberately spins the rear wheels and frantically 
weaves from side to side on the out lap to get his tires to 
the correct temperature for the start of the race, Even 
then it will be two or three laps in to the race before 

everything including the 
brakes are up to 
temperature. Samuel gets 
a good start and moves 
forward but he has a lot to 
do from 28th on the grid, 

He cannot afford to get involved in battle with 
other drivers as he moves forward as this will slow him 
down. Tactics are key and when Samuel passes another 
driver he will signal to the driver behind the "Push". he will 
do this by tapping his finger on the side of his helmet 
which is telling the driver behind to think and not fight 
back. If they cooperate the kart in front will create a hole 
in the air for the kart behind and also the kart behind can 
then literally push the kart in front down the straight. 
Doing this they will be faster than a kart on its own and will 
push forward to catch the group in front. After 6 laps he is 
up to 18th and then takes a few laps to bridge the gap to 
the next group of karts. He catches them and begins to 
move through. Once he has overtaken a kart he needs to 
be careful not to get retaken so has to position his kart 
through the next few corners to cover off any move the 
driver behind might make.  The karts behind him begin to 
fight each other and he can concentrate on the next group. 
The team will also signal to Samuel from the side of the 
track. Certain hand signals mean stay behind and push the 
kart in front another will tell him to overtake and move 
forward and also if the gap behind him is growing or 
shrinking and general comments on his driving such and 
"be smooth" and so on. This isn’t needed today as Samuel 
knows he just needs to go forward. Some drivers 
cooperate and others don’t but once the race get’s a few 
laps from the end any cooperation is over and it’s an all-
out race to the end, Samuel is just outside the top 10 in a 
group about 5 seconds behind the lead pack as the final lap 
board is shown, any cooperation between the drivers 
ends. It is now a final lap race to the flag. The driver in 
front of Samuel goes "defensive " to protect his position 
but this is slower so anyone behind will catch easier.  After 
a hectic final lap Samuel finishes the race in 7th place 
which is excellent and good points in year long the 
championship fight.   
 
This was the Saturday and the championship works on two 
rounds per weekend so on Sunday He will do it all again, 
Qualifying first thing and then two heats and the final.  The 
British championship runs over 12 rounds at  6 events from 
March through to September. We have already done three 
rounds at PFI in Lincolnshire for the first and then round 
two and Shenington near Banbury, Larkall near Glasgow in 
Scotland. Next up is the Three Sisters circuit in Wigan in 
August and then the finale at Whilton Mill near 
Northampton at the end of September. 
 
Although the championship does not allow onboard 
cameras when racing some footage from a championship 
race last year from onboard Samuels kart can be viewed at 
the link below 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sDtH5Q_lm6Q 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sDtH5Q_lm6Q
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Carnegie Shadowing Group 2019 

Thanks to funding from KAPA, we 

have had another successful Carnegie 

Shadowing Group, culminating in 

celebration parties in the library in 

June with 92 students from West and 

Centre sites.  

 

The Carnegie Award is given to an 

outstanding book written for young 

people (selected by librarians). Eight 

books are selected for the shortlist; 

interested students around the 

country – and indeed throughout the 

world – ‘shadow’ the prize-giving 

process by reading as many of these 

books as possible within 2 1/2 

months.  

 

We had 80 Year 7 and 8 students who 

read at least 3 books from the 

shortlist, with 12 students in Year 9 

doing the same. We had so many 

students participating this year that 

for the first time ever, we had three 

different celebrations: one on Centre 

on June 17th and two on West on 

June 21st. For all these events, we had 

various discussions linked to the 

books and fun activities inspired by 

the books.  

 

 

During the celebrations, King Alfred’s 

students voted -- and had a tie for 

their favourite book: Long 

Way Down (a novel in verse 

about a boy whose brother is 

killed from gun violence) and House 

With Chicken Legs (a novel about a 

girl, her grandmother and a house 

with legs who together guide the 

dead to the stars) won the most 

votes, followed by Rebound and Poet 

X, both novels in verse written by 

authors from diverse backgrounds.  

Poet X was selected as the book to 

receive the national Carnegie award, 

and this was unveiled to our students 

in dramatic fashion, with students 

able to watch videos from the 

winning author, Elizabeth Acevedo 

and other Carnegie shortlist authors. 

 

In addition to the conversations and 

activities linked to books, we 

celebrated with a huge buffet spread 

– which every single student enjoyed. 

Congratulations to all participating 

students who took up the challenge 

of reading relatively complex books in 

a short period of time. 

 

A special thanks to KAPA, as their 

funding enabled us to buy multiple 

book sets and to host the celebration 

parties. We had one of the most 

successful Carnegie Shadowing 

groups in the country! 

 

Alice Visser 
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Accelerated Reader News 

 We are delighted that as of 14th July, King Alfred’s Year 7 and 8 students 
have read 396,132,751 words with 8518 quizzes passed. With another 
week and a half to go, we expect to pass the 400,000,000 word threshold 
– a phenomenal achievement and one of the best in the country.  
 
We have 125 word millionaires. Congratulations to all of these students 
who were word millionaires at the time of writing; we are likely to have a 
few more in the next week. 

Year 7 & 8 Word Millionaires 
Robertson, Amy 7,788,498  
Sansum-Wall, Emma 6,147,533  
Cockburn, Rowan  5,385,770  
Stay, Amelia 5,151,626  
Sansum-Wall, Fay 5,095,978  
Dunford, Jamie 4,869,268  
Morgan, Connor 4,669,661 
Lindsay, Hope  4,540,743  
Owen, Jessica 4,506,830  
Harper, Bethan 4,494,875  
de Veth, Alexandria 4,131,273  
Footner, Samuel 4,023,620  
Kent, Alec 3,971,938  
Hordern, Frank  3,960,311  
Molodynski, Poppy 3,622,315  
Khan, Tanya  3,450,599  
Vereker, Thomas 3,402,673  
Hawkins, Elise  3,282,454  
Kalutota, Tanisha 3,253,238  
Woodyer, Aaron 3,207,906  
Hailey, Charlotte 3,010,386  
Dinsey, Amelia 2,971,724  
Rose, Frederick 2,845,024  
Macgillivray-Edwards, Sheona 2,816,768  
Lowe, Oliver 2,795,713  
Giltnane, William 2,789,599  
Harvey, Zachary 2,764,160  
Randell, Max 2,731,016  
Sadler, Lilly 2,673,782  
McDonagh, Thomas 2,649,668  
Coulson-Phillips, Harvey 2,638,154  
England, Brendan 2,405,097  
Quinan, Joseph 2,404,683  
Harmsworth, Eve 2,377,764  
Khlebnikova, Sofia  2,326,953  
Painter, Ellie 2,314,599  
Thornton, Niya  2,305,445  
Richings, Jemima 2,280,415  
Goodenough, Eve 2,279,490  
Brooker Batstone, Daisy 2,278,075  
Drake, Madison 2,190,619  
Webster, Benjamin 2,186,740  
Breese, Elizabeth 2,164,517  

Hordern, James 2,139,699  
Stene, Miles 2,120,276  
Ford, Ellis 2,083,485  
Denboer, Frazer 2,065,735  
Fowler, Rosamond 2,025,413  
Fray, Euan 1,951,399  
Hindson, Edward  1,946,251  
Wheeler, Joshua George Andrew 
1,931,932  
Rodbourn-Lewis, Finnley 1,922,347  
Winfield, Rex 1,920,460  
Kelly, Rosa 1,917,305  
Beynon, Daniel 1,909,253  
Cox, Alice 1,876,784  
Paget, Harriet 1,850,295  
Shann, Jamie 1,847,767  
Hobson, Matthew 1,835,728  
Khan, Shahid 1,834,507  
Oakley, Eden 1,825,616  
Demain, Lenny 1,816,056  
Brown, Zoe 1,805,543  
Hawley, Jaiden 1,750,676  
Tingley, Callum 1,681,290  
Talbot, Daniel 1,680,620  
Brooks, Chloe 1,679,003  
Gibbs, Ryley 1,620,114  
Mack, James 1,614,022  
Hartley, Georgia 1,603,773  
Gorman, Jake 1,599,178  
Frost, Charles 1,577,125  
Noble, Isabella 1,540,623  
Kennedy, Gerard 1,539,604  
Hall, Daniel 1,537,367  
Parker-Smith, Loulou 1,512,240  
Orme, Samuel 1,494,551  
De Jong, Trinity 1,456,831  
Muddiman, Matthew 1,455,911  
Maude, Lily 1,438,663  
Spragg, Maya 1,409,010  
Eddy, Daniel 1,405,883  
O'Shea, Thea 1,404,063  
Watton, Charlie 1,392,679  
Pryor, Zara 1,379,464  
Taschek, Jake 1,379,300  

Bhati, Gaurav 1,367,543  
Berry, Adam 1,337,992  
Kamm, Elliot 1,323,673  
Ahmed-Watton, Kaiden 1,313,888  
Bishop, Riley 1,285,496  
Taylor, Maisie 1,284,619  
Abbott, George 1,270,664  
Crawshaw, Mia 1,268,859  
Walker, Olivia 1,258,014  
Shailer, Teddy 1,254,631  
Weeds, Ava 1,234,349  
Wharton, Amber 1,232,468  
Hood, Ethan 1,218,660  
Cassidy, Emily 1,211,948  
Bleasdale, Emily 1,199,276  
Hadland, Matilda 1,186,746  
Donegan, James 1,181,435  
Savage, Hollie 1,165,926  
Jones, Jessica 1,146,383  
Stepliuk, Edgar 1,115,419  
Turner, Ollee 1,112,307  
Sully, Daniel 1,110,309  
Hamilton, Farrah 1,094,202  
Clark, Abigail 1,090,914  
Kerman, Finley 1,077,093  
Dorrian, Rhys 1,074,953  
Barrett, Harry 1,059,683  
Brotherwood, Keira  1,057,137  
Turner, David 1,055,369  
Tomlin, Alfie 1,052,281  
Osei Akowuah, Audrey 1,043,089  
Dennis-Smith, Sienna 1,034,469  
Peters, Madeline 1,029,946  
Ruda, Martina 1,022,145  
Holding, James 1,013,386  

Fernandez, Kaila 1,010,672  

Fearon, Samuel 1,003,120 
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Library News 

We are proud of our student Library Volunteers this 

year: a huge thank you to the 25 students who have 

helped with shelving, scanning, covering books, 

supervising, running book sales and more. It has been 

a joy to see so many students involved in such an 

important part of our school community. We look 

forward to continuing the Library Leaders 

programme on West and developing a new version of 

this for our KAPA-funded library on Centre. 

 

Alice Visser 
Reading Intervention Specialist and  

Literacy Coordinator 

History News 

On 3rd July 2019, the Vale and Downland Museum visited West Site to work 
with Year 7 students on a special project about the Battle of Hastings.  A 
group of 20 students were tasked with a special project which will be going 
on display in the museum over the summer.   
 
Daniel and Sofia from 7R2 explain what happened on the day: 
“On 3rd July, we participated in an event where we had to recreate a 
moment in history out of lego.  Our period was the Battle of Hastings.  First, 
we had a lecture about the battle tactics used and we had to figure out how 
to recreate the event.  We decided that there would need to be a hill, 
cavalry, infantry as well as William and Harold.  It was very fun and we learnt 
a lot from this workshop!” 
 
Left are some pictures of the final model which will be going on display in the 
Vale and Downland Museum over the summer holidays as part of the 
museum’s annual lego event.  We hope that you have the opportunity to go 
and see our students’ fantastic work. 
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Work Experience 

 

Work Experience at the Houses of 
Parliament! 
Speaking as a Year 10 student myself, we are very 
lucky to have the opportunity to observe the working 
environment in work experience. Of course, it’s only 
interesting if you manage to get the work placement 
that appeals most to you. And for me that was a no-
brainer… I wanted to go to the Houses of Parliament! 
 
Firstly, I contacted Ed Vaizey MP directly by email with 
the subject line “3 reasons why you should let me 
shadow you”, explaining why he should let me 
shadow him in the Houses of Parliament. I wanted my 
email to stand out from all the other messages Ed 
receives every day. And sure enough, he said yes!  
 
On Monday 10th June, I had a very early start to the 
day. Dad and I got the coach into London at 07.10, and 
accidentally got off at the wrong stop! So, we had a 
40minute walk, firstly, to Westminster Abbey, from 
which we were directed to County Hall, and then on 
to the Portcullis House entrance to the Houses of 
Parliament. Here, I was met by Cameron, a member of 
Ed Vaizey’s team, and the first thing he did was to take 
me on a tour round the Houses of Parliament.  
 
Much to my surprise, we started with the rooftop of 
the Houses of Parliament. The view was heart-
stopping. It was as if time had stood still for a second 
as I peered over the edge of the roof to see the whole 
of London going about its daily routine. I was so close 
to Big Ben that I could see builders working inside the 
clock. It was surreal! After that I didn’t think it could 
get much better – I was wrong. Cameron took me 
down to the Palace of Westminster, where I stood in 
the same place that figure heads, such as the Queen, 
Obama and Nelson Mandela had made speeches. It 
was built in 1097 by William II. At the end of the 
Palace of Westminster is a large room which is used 
for informal meetings between MPs and sometimes 
where the Queen addresses them. I even took a 
sneaky peak into the Queen’s “small” dressing room. 
Trust me, it is hardly small! I got a grand tour of the 
House of Commons and House of Lords. WOW! Did 
you know that they’re colour-coded, green for the 
Commons where laws are made, and red for the 

Lords, which stops the laws if they’re no good! 
 
After the fun- filled morning, I got down to some 
business. Cameron escorted me to Ed’s office in 
Parliament and my job was to answer emails from Ed’s 
constituents. It’s a busy time for conservative MPs at 
the moment because of Brexit and the leadership 
contest that’s going on. So, answering emails meant I 
learnt more about Brexit and Climate change, and 
what the government are doing to tackle these 
situations. As well as this, I got an insight into political 
gossip as I heard Ed’s team talking about the Michael 
Gove cocaine incident – long story short, I know the 
details! It was an amazing experience to be near the 
front line of what is happening in politics, especially 
that my generation are starting to speak up about 
their rights – in marches and strikes etc.  
 
I finished off the day sitting in on question time in the 
Houses of Commons. It was the single-best moment of 
my life. Hearing and seeing all the politicians debating, 
10 metres away from where I was sitting, about 
problems happening in Britain today.  It was inspiring 
to think you  can seriously do whatever you want to 
do in life if you set your mind to it. Therefore, 
reflecting back on my work experience at the Houses 
of Parliament, I have widened my knowledge of 
politics, what it takes to get to the top and how it all 
works in there. Because coming out back onto the 
streets of London, you feel like a pea in a large of 
group of peas. But inside the Houses of Parliament, 
you’re an asparagus, standing out from the crowd – 
people watching you left right and centre. Political 
career, it’s a yes from me! 

Eda Onay 
Year 10 
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Summer Exhibition 
A fantastic display of art, 
textiles, graphics and design 
work from primary students 
all the way through to KS5, 
Alumni and staff. It was a 
delight to welcome so 
many visitors including 
primary students. 
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CARTS 

Launch of the 2020 Production 
At the Summer Soiree on Monday 8th July the Production 
Team were delighted to announce that in March 2020 King 
Alfred’s will be staging ‘Return to the Forbidden Planet’.  The 
show, which based on Shakespeare's The Tempest and the 
1956 science fiction film Forbidden Planet (which itself drew its 
plot loosely from The Tempest) has been billed as 
"Shakespeare's forgotten rock and roll masterpiece"!  The high 
energy show features more than 20 rock and roll classics from 
the 1950s and 1960s which will performed on stage by the cast. 

 
This announcement came as we are about to celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of the launch of Apollo 11. The ‘count down’ has stared and 
the Production Team production team are excited not only by the 
prospects of the final performances but also by the wider curriculum links 
in performing a show that connects Shakespeare and Science. 

The Production Team 

There are some incredibly 

talented artists in Year 9. 

This week they have been 

using pencil to work on 

these eye drawings. Here is 

a selection by Eve O’ Shea, 

Alice Mair, Jessica Kendall 

and Kathryn Ambrose. 
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Year 10 Art students have 

produced some impressive 

lino prints after studying 

German Expressionism. 

It was a delight to work with students from 

Stockham Primary school on anatomical drawings of 

hearts and lungs. 

Transition Day Year 8 on Centre Site.  

It was a pleasure to work with Year 8 on 

Centre Site. 
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CARTS News continued 

Many congratulations to  Eden Oakley 
7V1 and Lucas Munday 9W2 who were 
chosen to perform in the English Youth 
Ballet's performance of 'Cinderella in 
Hollywood' at the New Theatre Oxford 
on 14/15th June alongside 
professional dancers, after auditioning 
in March.  
 
Eden and Lucas worked incredibly 
hard, putting in approximately 80 
hours of rehearsal time in their spare 
time and the performances were 
fantastic, a very high standard!  
This photo shows Eden on the left and 
Lucas on the right at one of the 
Practice rehearsals. 

Well done! 

Year 7 students perform with English Youth Ballet 

Year 8 have been studying Pop Art and 

their pillows are taking shape with some 

impressive applique being added to lino 

printed backgrounds. 

17 students in Years 7-9 entered the annual art 

exhibition at Childrey Church fete. Hundreds of 

people turned out due to the glorious weather 

and voted for their favourite paintings . Flo 

Johnson, Tessa Simmons and Emily Cassidy were 

awarded 1st, 2nd and 3rd place.   
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KAA Students perform at 
Music for Youth Day in 
Birmingham 
Recently three of our students,, 
Connie Butler, Ella Rixon and Alice 
Mair had the opportunity to 
perform with the Caritas Children’s 
choir.  Below is a report from the 
day. 

 
On 3rd July, Caritas Children’s Choir 
scrambled off the coach outside 
Symphony Hall and were 
chaperoned into Symphony Hall, 
where we picked up our wristbands 
at the 'Music for Youth' Hub.  Our 
first appointment was with some 
members of the National Youth 
Choir, who were giving a vocal 
workshop in the Festival Tent, in 
the Centenary Gardens.   Luke, the 
gifted leader was only 25 years old 
himself (and looked like Ed 
Sheeran!)  but quickly took our 
singers through a variety of 
challenging exercises and 
songs.  We first learned a Bulgarian 
folk song, then an autumn song 
called ‘Fall, fall, fall’  followed by 
some tricky ‘ mash-ups’  (ie tunes 
that can be sung effectively 
together).   One of them included 
‘Football's coming home’, ‘Old 
McDonald had a Farm’ (very slow), 
and ‘Ding dong merrily on 
high’ (very fast), all at the same 
time.   It was difficult and hilarious, 
but it worked!    Afterwards we ate 
lunch in a shady spot in the 
Gardens and had time to go and 
listen to some of the other Fringe 
performances going on at the 
festival.   
 

 Our second workshop was held in 
the large auditorium in Symphony 
Hall where we had a whole side box 
to ourselves, and a good view of 
the stage.   Jennifer John taught us 
her song ‘Love sings’ in four 
gorgeous harmony parts, and 
within an hour it was stirringly 
performed by the massed choirs of 
many groups in the 
auditorium.  We then had to rush 
off to take our own performance 
slot - 30 mins in a bandstand in 
Centenary Square.   Caritas 
performed their eight songs with 
great aplomb, despite being pushed 
for space, and our normal 
movements being somewhat 
inhibited -   well, performers never 
know what their next performing 
space may offer, but we are 
learning to adapt!     Alice Mair took 
a solo spot as the clog dancer in the 
junior group's performance of ‘A 
Mouse Lived In a Windmill’, while 
Connie Butler and Ella Rixon 
adeptly provided the percussion 
AND vocal harmonies in the South 
American folk song 'El 
Cumbanchero'.   The older group 
moved the audience with Leonard 
Cohen’s ‘Hallelujah’ and a beautiful, 
contemporary setting of ‘Dona 
Nobis Pacem’, by Lee Dengler.    We 
finished with ‘Hi ho, the Rattling 
Bog - because it’s a rattling good 
sing!    Then it was back to the 
coach to head for home.   It had 
been a very full day, rich with new 
experiences, variety, and fun!   
   

Sheenagh Dernie 
Musical Director 

Caritas Children’s Choir  

“It was difficult and 

hilarious, but it worked! “ 
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On Tuesday 30th April and Wednesday 1st May, two groups of 

Year 10 students visited Hengistbury Head, and the beaches 

surrounding it, to carry out our geography fieldwork. This term 

we have been looking at coastal processes, so we carried out 

different surveys during the day to see the effects of these 

processes on the shape of the coastline and also how they 

create opportunities for the local economy. Some of the task we 

were given were simple, like measuring rock size or drawing 

field sketches, however………some of the other tasks were more 

challenging: measuring the width of the beach for example, it is 

extremely hard when it’s windy (and wet for the second group) 

to hold a tape measure down successfully! We battled on and 

eventually recorded all our data, finishing the day with a well-

deserved ice cream at the café! 

Charlotte Worth  Year 10 

Our Year 11 students enjoying an amazing evening at the Year 11 

Ball held recently on Centre Site. 

Photo credit to Photogenic Photography (available for purchase) 

Year 11 Ball 
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Academic Enrichment 

Year 9 visit the Bodleian Libraries 
At the beginning of July, a group of Year 9 students visited the Bodleian 
Libraries for an exhausting day jam-packed with activities.  
The day started in one of the behind-the-scenes teaching halls with an 
introduction to books and printing from Dr Alex Franklin. Dr Franklin took the 
students on a lightning tour of the evolution of printing and the various 
techniques used, challenging the students to look for clues that reveal the 
different techniques used.  
 
The students then split up into three different groups and rotated around 
three activities: 
 A printing workshop using the ancient bibliographic press 
 A tour of the Bodleian Library and a self-guided information hunt in the 

Old Quad 
 A visit to the Bodleian Weston Library Exhibitions and a tour of the 

Weston Library, including some fantastic views from the Roof Balcony 
The Bibliographic press, as ever, was fascinating and students learnt that 
printing ink is near solid, and that the origin of the terms “upper case” and 
“lower case” related to the relative positions of the cases that held the 
capital and minuscule letter blocks. 
The tour of the Bodleian library included a visit to the magnificent 15th 
Century Divinity School and the Medieval Duke Humfrey’s Library. Our tour 
guide peppered her tour with anecdotes of the various characters who had 
visited and used the library, including Royals and, of course, the Harry Potter 
filming crew.  
 
And the “Thinking 3D” exhibition at the Weston Library was a multi-
disciplinary that touched upon maths, architecture (why are staircases so 
difficult to draw accurately?) anatomy and art, featuring original works by 
Leonardo Da Vinci and including some incredibly intricate anatomical 
drawings. Following on from the introduction by Dr Franklin, our students 
were able to explore some of the manuscripts with greater insight. 
 
The three groups came together at lunchtime to visit our Oxford Link College: 
Trinity, which is also situated on Broad Street. Trinity College had very kindly 
offered to host our students for lunch, who thoroughly enjoyed it and took 
over an entire dining hall table in the college’s Dining Hall.  
 
All in all, our students came away with a sense of the importance of books in 
our history and in the development of ideas and technological progress, and 
why the invention of the printing press had been voted the most significant 
invention of the previous millennium.  

Pam Stokell 
 



 

 
KING ALFRED’S ACADEMY 

 

 

Academic Enrichment continued 
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Year 12 Chemists visit Infineum Petrochemical Company 
Earlier in the year, our school was approached by university students in 
their final year Placements with Infineum with an offer to participate in 
chemistry workshops that would culminate in a visit to the workplace.  
Our involvement with Infineum started with a couple of sessions in school 
– one a theory session to calculate quantities and concentrations for an 
experiment on making soap, and the follow-up practical workshop were 
students worked together to put their theoretical calculations into 
practice. The university students were fantastic at engaging our students 
in discussion and, in some cases, talking about their own educational and 
career choices.  
 
The visit to Infineum included a tour of the workplace and its labs, as well 
as a further theoretical workshop exploring data from NMR analyses. Our 
students enjoyed a complimentary lunch, and also participated in round-
table discussions with scientists and researchers who were at very 
different stages along their careers, talking to our students about their 
own career choices and the journey they had been on as part of their own 
professional development.  
 
Our students left Infineum with a strong impression of the vast array of 
careers that can be opened up to them through a degree in science, and 
of the versatility of science qualifications in general.  

Pam Stokell 
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King Alfred’s Academy and  
the Wantage Literary Festival present: 

 

The Sir Christopher Ricks Lecture 2019 

Professor Peter Frankopan  
FRSH, FRAS, FRGS, FRSA, FRAI  

Professor of Global History at the University of Oxford, Senior Research Fellow at 
Worcester College, Oxford and Director of the Centre for Byzantine Studies. Au-

thor of international best-sellers The Silk Roads and, more recently, The New Silk 
Roads. 

What is the Point of Studying History? 

Thursday 10th October 2019 
19:00 - 20:45 

The Beacon, Wantage 
(Doors open at 18:30) 

Who better to explore the point of studying history and capture our imagina-
tions than a Professor of Global History whose work has been described as 

“dazzlingly good” (The Evening Standard), “fearless and brilliant” (The Guardi-
an) and  “unputdownable” (L’Orient Littéraire)? 

Booking Essential—please email pstokell@kaacademy.org  
Tickets FREE to students, their families and KA’s staff. 

Voluntary contributions of £2.50 per family member would be gratefully accepted. 

The Sir Christopher Ricks 
Lectures: to encourage our 

students to a love of 
literature and the 

humanities, regardless of 
their chosen academic 

path.  
Sir Christopher Ricks, King 
Alfred’s Alumnus—1942-1951 

http://www.wantageliteraryfestival.co.uk/
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HealthFest 2019 
All students and their families are invited to attend HealthFest 2019, a 
family-friendly fun-filled event hosted at the Warneford Hospital in 
Oxford on Saturday, September 14, 2019. 
 
The free family festival is themed ‘Living Well through Activity’ and 
will host a variety of festivities and food stalls: there will be taster 
sessions in art, yoga and mindfulness and much more, as well as 
music and dance performances for all ages. 
 
HealthFest will coincide with Oxford Open Doors, an annual event 
that allows the public to catch a behind-the-scenes glimpse of 
Oxford’s many historic and unusual locations. 
See www.oxfordhealth.charity/healthfest-2019 for more information. 
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What’s On 
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Q&A 

 

Q. What is the Junior Tennis Festival?                                                                                                  

A. Each year, Counties throughout the UK host a ‘closed’ tournament for their junior players. ‘Closed’ means the 

event can only be entered by players from within that County. The Oxfordshire event is called the Junior Tennis 

Festival; previously the Oxfordshire County Closed 

Q. Why does the event always happen in August? 

A. All Counties are required to run their junior tournaments on the same week of the year – the last week of Au-

gust.  

Q. What level is the tournament? 

A. Grade 3 (except for 25 Under) 

Q. Is the Festival just for County level players? 

A. The Festival is for anyone who plays tennis at school or at a club and has some experience of competition. Some 

regular county players will be taking part but for most juniors, it’s about enjoying a great week of tennis; having 

fun; and having a go.  

Q What are the age groups? 

A. There are separate events for mini tennis (8 Under), Orange ball (9 Under), and Green ball (10 under) plus Yellow 

ball - 12 Under, 14 Under, 16 Under and 18 Under; boys & girls. 

Q. How many people take part? 

A. In 2018 we had over 120 junior players - across all ages. 

Q. What is the 25 Under competition? 

This is new for 2019; allowing older players to take part in the Festival. 

Q. Is the 25 Under also a grade 3 tournament? 

A. The 25 Under event is being run alongside but is separate from the Junior tournament. It is not a grade 3 event 

and will not count towards ranking points. But there will be prizes. 

Q.  Can I just enter the doubles? 

A. Yes, players can enter the singles, doubles or both. Up to a maximum of 2 (contiguous) age groups for singles; 

and two age groups for doubles – one of which must be mixed. 

Q. What are the dates and where is the Festival held?                                                                                   

A. The Festival runs from 25 to 31 August 2019 and is held at North Oxford Lawn Tennis Club. 

Q. Do I have to be there the entire week? 

A. The tournament schedule is organised by age group so that players only need to come for the specific days and 

times they are playing. 

Q. Can anyone come to watch? 

A. Yes, we want to encourage as many people as possible to come along – players, parents, family, friends, coaches 

– everyone is welcome. 

Q. Where can I get more information about the Festival and how to enter? 

A. Details are on the Tennis Oxfordshire web site www.tennisoxfordshire/tennisfestival. Entries should be made via 

the LTA website www.lta.org.uk  – tournament code OXF19s9934.  

Q. When do entries for the 2019 Festival open and close? 

A. Entries open on 10 July and close on 18 August (for singles); 25 August (for doubles).   

         

              Oxfordshire Junior & 25 Under Tennis Festival 



DoE Update 

 

King Alfred’s Academy 

 I write the final update of the year from Scotland at the edge of Loch Oich – part of 

the Caledonian Canal – where we have 2 groups of canoeists wild camping about 

10km away and 3 groups of walkers wild camping either near Loch Treig or Loch 

Laggan. For their Gold Assessment expedition. It is the most stunning location but 

I’m afraid their first day’s views will have been obscured by near constant rain! The 

weather is set to improve over the next 3 days. This is the final Expedition of the 

season and the ‘Top of the Tree’ in terms of the 

students completing the Gold D of E award at King 

Alfred’s – including our Yr 

13 D of E ambassadors – 

Toby Archer, Harry Paige 

and Ben Walden who 

helped so much with 

younger students last 

year. 
Gold Assessment 

Gold Assessment walkers 

‘packing’ in the lounge!  
The Silver Practice Expedition in 

the New Forest was a bit wet at 

the end, leaving 50 tents to dry 

on the school quad over the 

The Silver Assessment Expedition to Swanage produced another 3 days of sun, 

sea, stunning views and some high temperatures. Students were superb on this 

Expedition and really proved their abilities – many showing a clear determination to 

go onto Gold. Well done Year 11’s. 

Getting ready! Waiting to start! The views! 

Last week we returned to the Lake District with the second half of our Yr 12 Gold 

Practice students. They were definitely put through there paces to prepare 

them for Gold next year! 

We have just received a lovely 

summary of our 

last years 

involvement in D 

of E.  

I am pleased to 
announce that 
we are Top 3 in 
the county in 
terms of total 
numbers involved in D of E 
across all 3 levels plus we have 
more students starting and 
completing Silver than any 
other school!                        

Next seasons trips brochure will come out in September with all the activities, dates 

and information you need to know about signing up for D of E at King Alfred’s. 

 
If you have any further questions you can access lots more detail on www.dofe.org 
website or email me - jspiers@kaacademy.org.     

Mrs Spiers   Duke of Edinburgh Manager 

http://www.dofe.org

