September
2017
Dear Parents & Guardians

W

elcome back after the summer and especially to all of our new Year 7
students who have made an outstanding start to the year, and who,
today, left en masse for an overnight stay in Youlbury! The Year 7
teachers who would have been teaching them today and tomorrow will, of course,
be teaching the lessons being missed by our Year 7 tutor team. It was an
enjoyable Year 7 Parent/Tutor tea on Monday and many thanks to the parents
who came and supported the event, and the Year 7s who ate all the cakes! If you
missed the Parent / Tutor tea then please find the full presentation with lots of
useful information by clicking on this link https://kaportal.vale-academy.org/parents/
Parent%20Documents/Parent%20Communications/Yr%207%20Tutor%20Tea%
202017.pdf

First Thursday

KING ALFRED’S ACADEMY

We also welcome new staff to King Alfred's in what will be an historic year for our
school.
We have hit the ground running in the classroom with all lessons across the
school focusing on silent starter activities of knowledge acquisition in the first five
to ten minutes of the lesson, and all students now having received their details for
Show My Homework; we are absolutely confident that as we build our experience
of Show My Homework, it will allow for far more meaningful work to be set, and for
parents to be able to engage in the way they would like to support their child's
learning and progress. If you have not yet heard about it, you will find information
about it and a web link under the Parents section on our website. Feedback from
the students I have spoken to is that the silent starters have already made a
difference to their learning. This term's edition of First Thursday has a particular
focus on the English Department and Literacy—from supporting reluctant readers
to success at English A Level, and everything between!
We start the new term feeling exceptionally proud of our
students who achieved the highest A Level results
across all of Oxfordshire’s state schools. This is the third
year in a row that our Sixth Form has performed
exceptionally highly, and this is not just for those
students leaving for Oxford, Cambridge and Russell
Group universities, but is an overall measure of the
value added to all students' education, at all levels. Our
very inclusive and wide ranging A Level, EPQ and Level
3 BTEC offer has enabled our students to pursue their
goals, be it in apprenticeships, at university or in
employment. We wish them all the very best.
After a year of huge turbulence across Year 11
(GCSEs) nationally and some distinct confusion over
how schools report initial results (and, indeed, what is
being reported), we were pleased that our Year 11
students performed in line with all of the national data
seen so far. Schools will not be able to understand their
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performance fully until the new style of data is published later in the autumn. However, we continue to offer a
challenging and robust curriculum for the students in our community. Many schools have shied away from the
challenging EBacc qualification, which consists of GCSEs in English, Mathematics, two Sciences, a Humanities
subject and a Language, and which is a key Department for Education performance measure. However, for the
second year in a row, nearly a third of our Year 11 managed to achieve a pass in all of these subjects, which is
a significant achievement and outperforms most local schools. We are also delighted that many students
achieved the very top Grade 9 award in both English and Mathematics, despite the news in the press about
how elusive they would be! Finally, a big well done to many of our Year 10 students who achieved their first
GCSE in Ethics and Philosophy, as well as some talented younger students who achieved outstanding results
in a early language GCSE. A more detailed report (and of individual successes at both GCSE and A Level/L3
BTEC) is submitted in this issue.
I have, this week, been sharing some images with Year 9 at assembly of what is to come in January, and it was
with huge excitement that teachers, and then students, entered the newly refurbished four storey block for the
first time last week. It is simply transformational. The brand new Science block is bang on time to be ready
before our transition to two sites in January and I thought you may like to see one or two of the photos I shared
in assembly. A more detailed 3 to 2 update letter will be with you shortly.
We are progressing with our uniform consultation and the full parent/student consultation will go live in early
October and I will keep you up to date with progress.
So it leaves me to say that we would ask for your support more than ever before in this exciting, challenging
and historic year. We look forward to welcoming parents, students, guests, family and friends to East site on
October half term to walk around, reminisce and share some refreshments, as part of our goodbye to the site,
and also to see a display of the progress we have made in coming this far with our 3:2 plans. We will be writing
to invite you to drop in, but in the meantime please save the date of Sunday 22nd October. Equally, in a similar
vein, we look forward to welcoming you to look around Centre Site once we have moved and settled in and for
you to see the new buildings, particularly if you were once a student here!
Jo Halliday
Headteacher

KAPA

W

e would like to say a huge thank you to Kath Gillard for all of her hard work in carrying out
the role of KAPA Chair over the last two years. This role is challenging and unique, particularly across a three site secondary school, and Kath's work has helped to raise significant
funds which will be supporting a new library on West site, designed as the permanent library for our
Year 7 and 8 students in January. Alice Visser, our Literacy Lead for KAA, is overseeing the project,
and she is particularly grateful for the work carried out by Kath and the KAPA team in enabling her
vision to be realised.
Kath is now passing-on the role, and we will be advertising shortly for a new KAPA Chair to pick up
the reins as we become a two site school.
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Mental Health Awareness—Self-Care and Exams

T

his article was kindly sent to us by a parent and we thought that it would be a useful discussion
tool for families. In addition, please don't forget our booklet to support Mental Health which can
be found at http://www.kaacademy.org/wp-content/uploads/170829-Promoting-Positive-MentalHealth-Booklet-July17.pdf
Don't say it's never too early to think about the revision season............but:

A

lthough ‘exam’ season may have passed or seems a long way off it is never too early to think
about the revision season and how to cope with it.

We’re told to take regular breaks during revision, but I find it hard to know how best to use them.
There’s plenty of advice out there on study techniques, but I find that what I do when I’m not revising is
just as important as what I do when I am.
These are my top tips to build self-care into the non-working parts of my day.
Five minutes …..
A grounding exercise is the 54321 trick - it can reduce anxiety by focusing your brain on something
unrelated to your work. You need to find:
5 things you can see
4 things you can touch
3 things you can hear
2 things you can smell/taste
1 good thing about yourself
Fifteen minutes ….
 Find a YouTube video that makes you smile - I recommend dogs on trampolines and waterslides!
 Make a hot drink. Drink it away from your work space and turn it into a short mindfulness exercise:
notice how the mug feels warm in your hands, but cools down gently, and the way the liquid feels
when you take a sip. Try to bring your mind back to it if you find yourself going back into revisionmode before your break is over!
 Do something creative, like drawing, or printing off funny pictures to stick on your noticeboard. I’ve
been learning to crochet by reading blogs online.
One Hour …..
 Have a shower with a shower gel or soap that smells really good.
 Go for a walk, sit in the garden...
 Connect with other humans. Find somebody who also needs a break - you could help each other.
In general:
 It sounds obvious, but make sure you’re drinking enough water and eating regular meals away from
your study space.
 Remember, everybody has different study patterns and energy levels, so try not to worry that you’re
not doing enough. Keep in mind that people exaggerate!
 If you’re struggling to manage your mood or anxiety levels, don’t keep it to yourself. Friends and
family members can be a great source of support, and there’s no shame in seeking professional
help. YoungMinds have plenty of information about how to get support - you don’t need to suffer in
silence.
 Above all, remember that exams aren’t everything. You are not defined by your exam results - you
are so much more than the letters on a sheet of paper.
Leanne Avis
Head of Student Wellbeing
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Getting the Message Right on Alcohol

B

efore the summer break, Jacob Creed, Year 9, won a competition organised by the
local Community Alcohol Partnership (CAP) to design a stencil incorporating a
message to adults about buying drink for teenagers and the issues of under-age
drinking.
Jacob got the chance to spray his brilliant design onto a wall at Wantage Sainsbury’s. Well
Done Jacob! The stencil will also be appearing at other locations in the area.
KAA has been working closely with CAP over the past year. We are committed to
educating our students on the dangers of under-age drinking as well as promoting the
ethos of being responsible, respectable and safe. The Academy has been delighted to
welcome partnership agencies into school to work with our students and will continue to
support such projects.
Earlier this year, the Wantage and Grove CAP held two ‘Alcohol Action Days’ for Year 9
students who took part in a series of workshops.
CAP would also like to engage parents by finding out more about the difficult decisions
they face when it comes to children and alcohol. A recent CAP trial in Reading revealed
that most parents choose the "soft drinks only" option. If this is repeated nationally, the
organisation hopes to use it as effective persuasion to promote positive social norms.
A really tough decision is when your 16 year-old son or daughter says they are going to a
house party with a group of close friends – and they ask to take drinks – and as we know,
children can apply pressure (“everyone else will be taking alcohol”). CAP feel it would be
really useful to know what parents really think and would like to urge parents and
guardians to complete an anonymous on-line survey that will form part of a broader survey
covering the whole of the UK.
It is hoped that the outcome will promote a positive social norm that will give parents the
confidence to say no to their children’s requests (if they wish to do so) and empower their
children to make the right decisions when it comes to alcohol.
The link to the survey is here
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/DTLHZGV
CAP hopes to gather as many opinions as they can by 20th September so they can be
included in the findings in the annual CAP Impact Report that will be published on 10th
October.

Photo courtesy of the Oxford Mail
Page 5

Have Your Say on the Proposed New Leisure Centre
for Wantage and Grove Area

W

e would like to draw your attention to the launch of the online survey for all
residents, young and old, and local organisations, to comment on what sort of
facilities they would like to see incorporated into the new Wessex Leisure
Centre. With up to 5,000 new homes expected to be built in the local area at sites such as
Grove Airfield and Crab Hill by 2031, a new Leisure Centre is planned to be located at
Mably Way, next to the A417, to ensure the increased demand for leisure facilities can be
met.
To find out more about the project and have you say, visit www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/
leisureforwantageandgrove by Wednesday 4th October or contact the Leisure Project
Team on 01235 422240.

2017 British Triathlon Inter-Regional Championships

B

en Cumberland (8R2) travelled as part of the Junior Triathlon Team for Team SW to
Strathclyde Country Park for the National Championships, home of the 2014
Commonwealth Games Triathlon Event, and part of this years Under 20’s Festival with
Junior and Youth elite racing too on the weekend of 3/4 September. The event included 13 other
UK regions.
The IRC is a draft legal team event with Podium spots awarded for the first three athletes in each
race, points are scored for each individual place in boys and girls TS2 (11 & 12 years) and TS3 (13
& 14 years) categories. Team SW is selected from the IRC qualifier held this year at Eton Dorney
on 26th June. Only the top three athletes are selected from the qualifier in each category and thus
each Regional Team comprises of 12 athletes. Team SW won Team Gold for the first time in the
history of the championships.
Ben finished a very respectable 22nd out of 39 competitors in his first year in this age group and
being one of the youngest in his age category having just turned 13 the day before the race. He
was the 4th fastest 13 year old with the 2nd, 3rd and 4th 13 year old finishing within 3 seconds of
each other. Well done Ben on your stunning performance.!
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Year 7 visit Winchester Science Centre and
Planetarium

O

n Tuesday 6th June, we went on a
trip to the Winchester Science
Centre. It was a wonderful
experience, jam packed with educational
and fun activities. When we got to the
Centre we were shown in by enthusiastic
staff and we received a briefing of
expectations for the Centre. After that, we
had a bit of time to explore the wide range
of activities the Centre had to offer.
Our personal favourite was the large
submarine periscope that extended out of
the Centre to provide a breath-taking view
of the Winchester countryside. We also
enjoyed the station where you and a friend
got your brain waves read: the computer
read your brain waves and transferred them
to the table where the aim was to stay
calmer than your partner in order to move
the ball to their side, like playing tug of war
with your brain!

contain life forms. The planetarium was
amazing—it made you feel like you were
floating! The show was projected onto a
massive screen overhead that showed
astounding graphic images. It was dark in
the room so we could observe the images
properly and we felt like we were looking out
the window of the International Space
Station.
We ended the day with a workshop on
exoplanets (planets outside our solar
system) some of which may contain life
forms. We teamed up and used the internet
to create an informational poster about
exoplanets. We all enjoyed the trip
thoroughly, Alice said "I loved the interactive
activities". Sami said "I liked all the activities
a lot ", and Tessa told us " I loved the whole
experience".
Evie Cowieson and Emily Gooday

One activity the group really seemed to
enjoy was the ‘little big room’ where the
camera distorted perspectives so the
smallest of us were suddenly the tallest and
vice versa. After this, we went to the
planetarium to explore the planets that may
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Year 8 at the MCS STEM Challenge Day, Oxford
Brookes University

O

n Friday 23rd June, a team of twelve Year 8
students represented King Alfred’s Academy at
the MCS Science and Technology Challenge
Day, based at Oxford Brookes Wheatley Campus. There
were six other schools there, including Cheney, Radley
and Didcot Girls. We were paired up with another
student from our school, and then we were teamed up
with a pair from another school to make up mixed teams
of four. Overall, I thought that this was a very interesting
day. We did three challenges: the E-FIT challenge, the
medical challenge and the robot programming
challenge. And we also got to have a look around their
racing car building workshop.
The E-FIT challenge: In this challenge we used software on a laptop that the police use to catch
criminals. I found this challenge rather hard as it tested your memory to try and remember what
someone looked like when you only saw them for a few minutes.
The Medical challenge: During this challenge we played the part of the doctor trying to figure out what
was wrong with the patient. We had a look at x-rays and scans, tested the pupil-contracting reflex, and
we listened to a heartbeat through a stethoscope. We learnt how to use multiple clues to diagnose a
patient.
The Robot-programming challenge: In this challenge we used programming software to move a robot
around a map, while avoiding the colour black. I found this the hardest challenge as the programming
was really complicated.
My favourite activity was the medical challenge as I found my background knowledge on this was quite
good. I also enjoyed looking at the scans and listening to the heart beat. The hardest part in this
challenge was coming up with questions to ask the patient.
I really enjoyed this day and it has made me think about pursuing a career as a Doctor. I would highly
recommend this trip as it was very enjoyable and I learnt a lot about programming.
By Cyd Molodynski 8R1
Addendum from Mrs Stokell: At the end of the day, there was a presentation ceremony where the
winners of each challenge and the overall winners were announced. The teams had been scored in
three areas: (a) teamwork; (b) planning; and (c) the product.
To our amazement and delight, King Alfred’s students were present in three out of the four winning
teams, making us the most successful school there. George Gillott and Flynn Ewart were in the team
that won the robot programming challenge; Charlotte Worth
and Katie Wells were in the team that won the E-fit
challenge; and Cyd Molodynski was in the team (along with
one girl from Didcot Girls and two boys from Radley) that
won the overall event, and will be attending the finals in
London in December later this year.
Flynn said: “I would give today 11 out of 10!” and everyone
agreed. It had been a fantastic day, and I felt so proud to
have been responsible for such a wonderful group of
students.
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Years 7 and 8 visit the Bodleian Library

I

had
the
absolute
pleasure
of
accompanying six Year 7 and six Year 8
students into Oxford on Friday 16th June
to explore the old Bibliographic Press at the
Bodleian Library. It was a fantastic way of
celebrating and rewarding their exemplary
attitudes towards reading and helping to
continue to develop a reading culture within
King Alfred's Academy. Reading is a vital
part of every student's education and so it
was great to reward the top 12 students
across the Year groups with a visit to a
place steeped in such profound literary
history. Both myself and Mrs Wigley were
very impressed with how well these
students represented the school throughout
the day and by the poetry they produced
and printed. Below are two student reports.
Jon Atkins

T

he top two percent of readers in Years
7 and 8 recently went on a trip to the
Bodleian Library. The visit provided us
with the opportunity to experience how a real
printing press worked and to visit the
Western Treasury, which houses books from
as far back as the 16th century.
When we visited the Printing Press
everybody got a chance to typeset their own
names and two lines of poetry that they had
written at home. It was surprisingly difficult
lining up the tiny letters to make a word, let
alone having to have it back to front and the
wrong way around so that it could print in the
right order!

After assembling our own individual lines,
the poem was put together and printed.
Everyone had a go at printing their own
version of the poem in pairs and we each
received a copy as a keepsake.
The students that attended the trip were
chosen based on the House Book Review

Competition, the AR Reading Scheme and
various other factors which improve
Literacy and Reading. It was an amazing
day and everyone enjoyed themselves!
Tessa Simmons 7W3
As a school trip, twelve of us went to
Oxford by bus to use an ancient printing
press at the Bodleian Library. We all got
told about different ways of printing, then
we had a go ourselves. First we all did our
names, and then a line of poetry we had
prepared beforehand, by picking out small
pieces
of
type
with
raised
lettering.
Afterwards, they all got
pushed tightly into a frame so we could put
ink on and press it onto paper using a
printing press.
Rebecca Sadler 8V3
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Year 8 Trip to Normandy

I

n July, a group of Year 7 and 8 embarked on a new adventure in Normandy where they
stayed in a castle called `Le Château de la Baudonnière’ in an idyllic
rural setting surrounded by peacocks, rabbits, chickens, pigs, llamas,
ponies, and sheep. A French professional team took our students rock
climbing, fencing, orienteering, aeroballing, and they also did an assault
course. Each activity was introduced in French and our students had a
booklet to fill in. They also had the chance to practice the French they had
learnt while doing the activity. In the evening they had even more practice
when they did a French treasure hunt, as well as a French quiz, and we
also had a French dressing up competition. Each meal was introduced in
French, eating typically French with a starter, main, and dessert. Even during each of our meals, our students had to be proactive and ask in French
for more bread and water. After lots of language practice, our trip became more cultural and we went to the French market and Carrefour (supermarket) at Avranches. We
visited the famous Mont St Michel, and finally we visited the town of Bayeux and its
historic tapestry before heading back to England with our students who couldn’t stop
speaking French! Below are a few reports from students.
Steph Rion
Trip Leader
A trip full of culture and activities! Five packed days
and everyday something new happens!
Staff: we met new instructors/staff members.
They are so helpful. Yes, they don’t speak English,
however, they understand you and do actions about
what they are saying so you can translate.
Animals: rabbits, lamas, horses, chickens,
peacocks, pigs, cows and more—you can feed them.
Most of them are not in cages and are just wandering
around, they are very friendly but take care not to
scare them.
Activities: To make sure we knew what to do we
were given a journal and then worked right onto the
activities.
We did climbing, aeroball, archery,
orienteering, problem solving and the assault course.
Culture: On Saturday we went to the market and
supermarket and then to Mont St Michel— the most
amazing sight and the market sold fruit and some
amazing homemade things, watches, rings for
example and the supermarket sold so much!
Journey: It was split really nicely. 1.5 hours by
coach, 2 hours waiting for the ferry and then 6 hours
on the ferry. We had a saloon and watched films and
walked around—it was amazing—then another 2
hours on the coach.
Le Chateau: was so big—the rooms were amazing
and you met new people. There was a nice dining
room and lots of outside space.
All in all, I highly recommend this trip. It is a great
way to learn new aspects of French; language,
culture and more.
Imogen Goodenough & Freya Deacon

T

he French Immersion trip is a great time to
experience French culture and to work on
your French. With the variety of activities
outside the chateau, such as French shopping and
visiting the Bayeux tapestry, the trip is an all round
great learning experience. There is also a great
range of leadership and team building activities
based in the grounds of the chateau, such as an
assault course, orienteering and much more. With
the support from teachers, the trip give many
opportunities to speak French in a variety of
situations and improves your understanding and use
of the French language.
Edward Porter

O

n Tuesday 12th July to Wednesday 16th July I
had the pleasure of experiencing a trip to the
stunning area of Normandy in the North of
France. When we arrived after a long ferry journey we
were all in awe of the picturesque Chateau, in which
we had our breakfast, lunch and dinner. As we'd
arrived by about dinner time we got our first food
experience of the trip! Carrot salad, followed by pork in
some kind of sauce and then apple tart. It wasn't that
different from British dinners. It was great for our
language skills as we were encouraged to ask for
more food from the kitchen regularly and the
instructors only spoke to us in French. Everyone was
pleasantly surprised by how much they could
understand, even if it was only a few key words.
Overall, my favourite part of the trip was going to the
French market as we got to use the skills we'd learnt in
class in the real world - it really brought it all into
perspective.
Eve Lindsey
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Year 7 and 8 Barcelona Trip

I

n June, 63 Year 7 students and seven members of staff spent an awesome week in
Barcelona. The students thrived on having the opportunity to use their Spanish in an
authentic setting with real Spanish people!

During our trip we visited many of the incredible attractions and places of interest that
Barcelona has to offer; Las Ramblas, La Sagrada Familia, Portaventura, Barri Gotic, Nou
Camp, Parc Guell to name but a few.
Our trips and enrichment opportunities are memories which our young people will treasure
forever; here is what some of them said about the
trip:

Jensen: “The best part was the
Sagrada Familia because it was
huge and so pretty.”
Mya: “I loved going for a walk
when it was about 9pm at night
we got a group photo by the
castle which was all lit up and
looked really pretty.”

Finally, I cannot say enough how amazing the staff team was; Miss Quick, Miss Davies, Mr
Pearce, Ms. Topping, Mrs. Cross and Mr Johnson. Without their endless enthusiasm and
commitment such a successful trip would not have been possible. One last thank you must
also go out to the students, whose faultless manners and positive attitude made for a
fantastic trip – a real credit to their parents and to the school. Thank you!
Leanne Avis
Trip Leader MFL Department
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Year 10 Morocco Trip

I

n July, 40 Year 10 students (the largest number in
the trip’s history) embarked on an expedition to
Morocco. The group were accompanied by Miss
Collett, Miss Meany, Mr Gayler and Miss Pearce as
well as Mark B, Mark C and Nicki from Global
footprints for the week long adventure, which had two
very different halves.
The group split into two teams, but all tackled the
challenge of venturing up Mount Toubkal - the Atlas
range’s highest mountain - over the first few days.
This was no mean feat as the entire hike took three
days! Day 1 was a steady 8-10 hour climb from our
starting point with exceptional hosts at a refugio in
Ahmed up to base camp, which was 3000 metres
above sea level. Day 2 consisted of a further six hour
hike up to 3800 metres to allow everybody to
acclimatise to the altitude, and Day 3 - the toughest of
them all - began at around 3:00 in the morning with a
hike to the summit at approximately 4120 metres to
see the sunrise, followed by the long journey all the
way back down the mountain to the refugio again.
Throughout the whole trip we were excellently catered
for by local guides who prepared traditional food for
us in the most basic conditions (though we would
never have guessed had we not known). 39 out of 40
students managed to make it to the very top of the
mountain - a hugely impressive achievement for every
single one of them!
For the second half of the trip the group travelled to
the tourist beach resort of Essouira for some well
deserved rest and relaxation. This gave everyone the
opportunity to experience more of the Moroccan
culture including food, shopping, swimming, sun
bathing and even a camel ride along the beach.
Though it took some students a day or two to get to
grips with the local currency, they behaved
impeccably and really made the most of such a
brilliant opportunity to immerse themselves in a
different environment.
All staff members agreed that we could not have
taken a lovelier bunch of students, who truly did 'grab
every opportunity' and made us feel very privileged to
do the job that we do. A huge thank you to everyone
who contributed to making the trip a truly memorable
experience for all
the right reasons!
Rachel Pearce
Trip Leader
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Maths

M

aths Challenge@KAA
The Maths Department at KA Academy are excited about continuing to participate in the National Maths
Challenge competitions this year. We will enter each of the Junior, Intermediate and Senior Competitions, as well as some Team Challenges.
We look forward to many students continuing to achieve Bronze, Silver and Gold awards, as well as reaching
further rounds of the competition, such as the European Kangaroos and Olympiads.
The next competition is the Senior Maths Challenge on Tuesday 7 th November 2017 (for some Year 11, 12 and
13 students). Below are some sample questions from the last Senior Maths Challenge for you to have a go at:
Question 2:
On a Monday, all prices in Isla’s shop are 10% more than normal. On Friday all prices in Isla’s shop are 10% less
than normal. James bought a book on Monday for £5.50. What would be the price of another copy of this book on
Friday?
A)£5.50
B) £5.00
C) £4.95
D) £4.50
E) £4.40
Question 17:
Aaron has to choose a three-digit code for his bike lock. The digits can be chosen from 1 to 9. To help him remember them, Aaron chooses three different digits in increasing order, for example 278. How many such codes
can be chosen?
A) 779 B) 504 C) 168 D) 84

E) 9

Mathematics in “The Simpsons”
In June, a couple of Year 12 Further Mathematicians and some of our Highly
Able Year 10 students went on a trip to Magdalen College School in Oxford in
order to watch a lecture by Simon Singh. The talk, organised as part of Oxford
Festival of the Arts, centred around the maths that is hidden within one of the
most enduringly popular cartoon series of all time: The Simpsons.
Simon Singh highlighted many of the mathematical curiosities hidden in
different episodes and provided plenty of intrigue to get our students excited
about areas of maths that they had not yet come across in their GCSE/ ALevel studies. He also explains the reason behind all the hidden maths jokes:
many of the early Simpsons writers were mathematicians!
Students had the opportunity to purchase a signed copy of the
book “The Simpsons and their
Mathematical Secrets” and ask
Simon questions about the maths he
introduced to them.

Homer Simpson has a “near miss”

Simon Singh is a renowned popular science author responsible for a number of
bestselling books on a diverse range of topics. Four of his most well-known
are listed below:
Fermat’s Last Theorem
Big Bang

The Code Book
Trick or Treatment?

His books are accessible to non-experts and are definitely worth a read for maths/
science enthusiasts!

Simon Singh - author of
“The Simpsons and their
Mathematical Secrets”
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English

W

e are very proud of our A Level results in English Literature this summer. Half of our students
received an A or A* while 83% achieved a B or above. This puts us among the very best
English Departments nationally in terms of the progress that our students make during their
two-year course.
Four of our students received an A*, including Jasmine Dhesi who managed to get full marks in her
coursework and on one of her papers, and Olivia Taylor, who got full marks on both the exam papers!
The boys were equally well represented at the top, with A*s for Tom Mawdesley – whose parents are
probably (at least partly) looking forward to his going off to Oxford in a few weeks’ time, so they can
get a break from listening to him reciting his favourite W.H. Auden poems – and for Luke Edwards,
who is continuing his English studies at the University of Warwick this year. English has traditionally
combined well with subjects such as History, but Luke and Ewan Grieve (who received an A and is off
to Cardiff to study Physics) have both shown that it can work well alongside a science A Level too.
Scientifically-minded boys, take note!
Just as impressive were our students who worked hard to beat their English Literature GCSE grade at
A Level, which is no mean feat. Indeed many schools would not give students without top grades at
GCSE a chance on a demanding A Level course like English Literature. As a department, we have a
track record of supporting all of our students to achieve and we are very pleased for students such as
Bailey Jeremy, who earned a place at the University of Exeter to study History, Holly Williamson who is
going to Bath Spa to study Theatre Production, and Amy Bailey, who has a place on a prestigious
Creative Writing course.
Finally, we are excited to be able to widen our offer to Sixth Form students by making English
Language A Level available again after a break of a few years.
Owain John
Head of KS5 English

A

uthor Visit next month: Julia Golding

Next month, we are welcoming children's author Julia Golding to East Site where she will be
giving a presentation to the whole of Year 7. There is no cost for the event; it has been
arranged for us by the Wantage Literary Festival team. We're very grateful to them for this
wonderful opportunity. Students will have the chance to buy a book and have it signed by the author
- more details to follow soon. If you're in Year 7, do try to read one of her books ahead of the
event. Here are some you could try:
The Diamond of Drury Lane (first book in the brilliant Cat Royal series)
Young Knights of the Round Table (first book in the Young Knights series)
Finding Sky (pen name Joss Stirling; first book in the Savant series – for teen readers)
Geraldine McCaughrean is coming to Wantage!
Acclaimed writer Geraldine McCaughrean is coming to the Wantage Betjeman Literary Festival on
Saturday, October 28th at 2:00pm at the Beacon. She will be talking about her children’s/teen novel
Where the World Ends, a beautiful story of courage and resilience set in 1727, when a group of men
and boys were abandoned on a sea stack. Tickets for the event are available on the Wantage
Literary Festival website or from the Madhatter bookshop.
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English Literature – Open Air Shakespeare Trip

M

onday 26th June saw several members of the English
Department, joined by 20 or so budding English
students from Years 11, 12 and 13, travel to the
renowned Oxford Castle to watch two Shakespeare
performances, abridged versions of ‘Twelfth Night’, swiftly
followed by ‘The Tempest’.
Before the performance, both students and staff alike were
given an hour to indulge in the famous city’s vast choice of restaurants and eateries. Many of
us (including myself) bypassed some of the amazing dishes on offer from a range of
magnificent diners and opted for something slightly easier. Obviously, KFC.

After a heavenly (and debatably regrettable) 1,500
calories, we all converged on the outdoor theatre. The
evening air was pleasant as we took our seats. There was
seating for around 150, each one occupied. Seven thirty
came and the first of the performances, ‘Twelfth Night’,
began. An hour later and the theatre erupted into
applause as the cast bowed to the delighted crowd.
Before this point, I personally had never seen ‘Twelfth
Night’ and was pleasantly
surprised at the simple yet
captivating story line which included many key elements of an
exceptional play such as love, laughter, violence and mystery. A
fifteen-minute break then ensued and at eight forty seven
exactly, ‘The Tempest’ began.
This performance was entertaining yet unorthodox. In Year 12,
we have been studying ‘The Tempest’ for months and were all
surprised at some of the choices made by the director in this adaptation. Some could be
described as strokes of genius whereas others were…questionable. However, despite this,
both performances were commendable and thoroughly enjoyable and I’d urge anyone with an
interest in Shakespeare or a more general enthusiasm for theatre to make the trip and watch
these brilliant plays.
In conclusion, it was a wholly enjoyable evening watching the works of the great Bard with
other English enthusiasts. Finally, I would like to take this opportunity, on behalf of all students
that attended, to thank Mrs Wigley, Mr Marsden, Mr John and Mr Lawrence who made the trip
possible.
Harry Roberts, Y12
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English GCSE News

O

n GCSE results day, many of our
students of English were thrilled to
discover that they had succeeded in
achieving the new Grade 9. All year, like a
mythical beast that is said to live in the mountains
but has never been seen by the villagers,
students have spoken about this new Grade 9,
the so-called ‘A star star’ and what it might take to
get one.
“I thought getting a Grade 9 would be impossible,”
said Sinead O’Leary, who now has one in English
Language. Henry Mclintock agreed, adding that
before results day, he “understood that only two
people would get it in the whole year.”
However, we are proud to say that King Alfred’s
has done much better than similar highperforming schools nationally.
In more human terms, this means 24 very happy
teenagers, who are clear that they are reaching
their exceptional potential in English, and are
continuing to study it at the school. And it is
interesting to note that, as we support mixedability teaching in English, we have nevertheless
obtained a much higher proportion of Grade 9s
than some schools that set by ability.
So how do we help our hard-working students do
so well? Henry says that the models of how to
answer questions that the English Department
provided, and the step-by-step booklets they
created for revision, were the key to his success.
Lucy Evans, who also has a Grade 9 in English
Language, added that by the time exams came

around “I felt like I knew the papers inside out.” It
was pleasing to see that she also noticed how
hard our teachers work for their students, stating
that “even with mixed ability, you always have
specific targets and extensions, although it’s
more work for the teachers.” Thanks Lucy!
However, does all of this focus on exam success
mean that English at King Alfred’s is little more
than an exam factory?
Absolutely not.
Success in English at the very top level goes well
beyond the exam. Harry Goodman, the proud
owner of Grade 9 in both English Language and
English Literature says, for example, that
“debating has really helped,” adding that the
school has supported him to take part in
competitive debates, and also to be part of
Wantage Youth Town Council. Debates, trips,
and our dedicated Highly Able programme are
just some of the enrichment opportunities that we
enjoy offering our students.
Next year, we look forward to building on these
achievements, and enjoying another creative,
stimulating and successful year with our new
Year 11 students studying English and English
Literature.
Robin Marsden
Head of English
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So you have a reluctant reader…? Part 1
Reading for pleasure is arguably the singlemost important activity your child can do to
improve achievement in school. Research
has shown that reading helps cognitive
development; a recent IoE study (2013)
revealed that students who read at home
do ‘significantly better’ across the
curriculum – including 9.9% better in maths
– than students who don’t read. In addition,
PISA studies (involving over 500,000
students) have shown that reading for
pleasure is a more important indicator of
academic attainment than socio-economic
background or the educational status of
parents. Linked to this is the fact that
reading is the best way to improve
vocabulary, essential to success in every
subject.
Reading also has social and emotional
benefits. It increases self-esteem and
studies show that students who read are
more empathetic. Also growing up is tough
-- reading can help young people explore
complex problems from the safe fictional
world of a book.
The problem, of course, is convincing
young people of the importance and joy of
reading. As the parent of five teens/young
adults (ages 13-21), I understand how
difficult this can be in a world of electronic
distractions. Below is the first of a two part
series with some ideas I have used with my
children and students to encourage them to
pick up a book instead of a device:







 Find books with a connection to something

they love. If they are football fans, look for
footie fiction for teens – try Booked by
Kwame Alexander or Dan Freedman’s or
Tom Palmer’s books, for example. If they
like military/action/war, then try the Dog
Tag series by CA London or Andy
McNab’s teen books. If they like to watch
Youtubers, try Zoella’s book club. And if
they are into gaming, try fast-paced
chapter books or ‘choose your own
adventure’ stories. (Tip: try teen/YA author





Alex Scarrow’s books
–
he
was
a
professional
videogame
developer
before he turned to
writing;
or
Jeff
Norton’s
MetaWars
series, billed as ‘a
video game you can
read’).
Ask your child’s English teacher (or email
enquries@kaacademy.org)
for
a
‘Recommended Reads’ list, as we have
many lists to suit a variety of ages and
interests and these are ‘freshened up’
every year with new titles. For example, if
your child likes funny books with
illustrations (like Wimpy Kid), ask for our
visual booklist. We also have lists for
students who enjoy Percy Jackson;
dystopian fiction; tear jerkers; difficult
issues; thrillers; and several other
genres.
Any type of reading is helpful – so bring
on the graphic novels and magazines.
There are many graphic novel versions
of YA titles: The Recruit by Robert
Muchamore, Silverfin by Charlie Higson
and Stormbreaker by Anthony Horowitz
are particularly popular with reluctant
readers.
If your child is ready, you might select a
‘grittier’ book, then verbally hum-and-haw
about whether or not they are old enough
to read the book. Tell them maybe they
should wait six months as ‘there is some
language and some blood’. Pretty soon
they will be begging you for the book,
and you can eventually give in, saying
‘since you are now in Year …, I guess it
is okay’. Charlie Higson’s Enemy series
is a gritty series written for teens, as is
Zom-B by Darren Shan; or try books from
our ‘difficult issues’ list.
Place things to read in
conspicuous
places.
When you aren’t looking
they may pick up a book
or magazine!
Visit the library with your
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child when you go into town. If your teen/tween is disengaged, select a book yourself -- but take
your time choosing the book so that you are in the library for at least 10 minutes (and pocket
your child’s phone or device while you are there). Point out where the teen/YA books are, but
don’t force the issue. Keep this up every few weeks, and your teen may eventually decide to
select a book. Alternatively, have your children meet up with you in the library – and leave them
waiting (I do this every school day with my three younger children).
 Try a ‘phone free’ hour. I did this with my YouTube-addicted middle son: Every day he had to
hand in his phone for an hour. Eventually (out of boredom) he started re-reading his favourite
book series, Skulduggery Pleasant (Derek Landy), and once the habit was formed, he turned to
other books (recently the Edge Chronicles, adventure stories with a dynamic visual component).
Alice Visser
King Alfred’s Reading Intervention Specialist and
Literacy Coordinator

English—Breakfast and Books

O

ne of the highlights of my role supporting English in the
VAT primary schools last year was the brilliant 'Breakfast
and Books' club at Millbrook School. These pupils did a
fantastic job, reading over one million words between them! They
also received book prizes (pictured) for top scores on the
'Accelerated Reader' quizzes.
We're thrilled to be offering Year 7 and Year 8 pupils access to this
fantastic programme again this year. If you're in KS3 this year,
how many words will you read? How many quizzes will you
take? The challenge is on...!
Date for your Diary
Saturday 28th October - highly-acclaimed author, Geraldine McCaughrean, is speaking as part of the
Wantage Literary Festival. Don't miss the opportunity to see this prize-winning writer! Suitable for
children aged 10 years and over. See the Festival website for more details or speak to Mrs Wigley /
Mrs Visser.
Kate Wigley
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Carnegie Shadowing Group

T

hanks to funding from KAPA, we have had another
successful Carnegie Shadowing Group, culminating in
a celebration party in the library in June with 40
students from East and West sites.
The Carnegie Award is given to an outstanding book written
for young people (selected by librarians). Eight books are
selected for the shortlist, and interested students around the
country – and indeed throughout the world – ‘shadow’ the
prize-giving process by reading as many of these books as
possible within 2 1/2 months.
We had 25 students on East who read at least 3 books from
the shortlist, with 15 students on West doing the same.
Current Year 8 students Finn Hawkins and Cerys Bardsley
managed to read all books on the shortlist!
Our Carnegie event took place on 26th June with a morning full of exciting
book-related discussions and craft activities designed by our librarian. After
voting on our favourite books, the ‘real’ winner, Salt to the Sea, was
announced – much to our delight as so many enjoyed this engaging
historical novel. After a lovely morning, we celebrated with a huge buffet
spread.
All students enjoyed participating in the Carnegie Shadowing group. Iva
Ferjentsikova said that the shadowing programme ‘introduced me to exciting
books I wouldn’t have otherwise picked up’ and Elizabeth Pickerill added that she found the variety of
genres of writing particularly interesting. Natalia Florczyk raved about being a part of a group that read
the same book and could therefore share reading experiences and emotions.
Finn Hawkins was awarded a book voucher prize for the
most engaged Carnegie student as he wrote reviews on
all of the books, which were then submitted to the
Carnegie website.
A special thanks to KAPA, as their funding enabled us to
buy multiple book sets and to host the celebration party.
Alice Visser
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Vocabulary
Vocabulary knowledge is closely linked to success across the
curriculum, so at King Alfred’s we ensure students learn a range of
academic and subject specific vocabulary. Knowledge organisers in
every subject have a vocabulary component: students should be
studying these words every day.
In addition to the support we provide at KA’s, it would be beneficial if
you encourage vocabulary learning at home. There are several useful
apps and websites:
 Vocabmagik is a fun app with (sometimes hilarious) pictures to help students learn words. It

has synonyms and antonyms; examples of how the word is used; and information about the origins
of each word. Start with the basic level (challenging!), and learn the words in sets of 20 before
quizzing (it repeats the questions if you make mistakes). The basic level is free, though there are
advertisements that pop up as well as optional in-app purchases.
 Magoosh Vocabulary Builder is another valuable app for stretch and challenge words. Select
‘High School words for ACT and SAT’, then choose to play on your own or with a random opponent
(the usual internet safety rules apply).
 Collins and Merriam-Webster both have a ‘word of the day’ function on their apps. I
particularly like Merriam-Webster as they have games, and on their home page there are trending
words that usually link to current events (sometimes in unusual ways).
For some fun, take a vocabulary size quiz using one or both of these sites: http://
my.vocabularysize.com/ or http://testyourvocab.com/
We are also continuing with our ‘Word of the Week’ campaign, with a challenging word introduced to
students each week. This focus this year is on clusters of words with similar roots, prefixes or suffixes.
Teachers and tutors will dissect and discuss the words with students, and it will be included in the
weekly bulletin to parents and guardians. The Words of the Week for the entire year are in student
planners.
You can reinforce vocabulary learning by talking about the Word of the Week with your child. You
might, for example, put the word on the refrigerator and launch a family challenge to see who can
(correctly!) use the new word the most times. Another idea is to look up the word in an online
thesaurus and find synonyms (words with similar meanings). Are there any subtle differences in
meaning between the words?
Finally, students who read for
pleasure develop a large and rich
vocabulary. Please encourage your
children to read at home and to
explore the meanings of new words
they encounter. For ideas about
how to encourage a reluctant
reader, please see my article in this
edition of First Thursday.
Alice Visser
King Alfred’s Reading
Intervention Specialist and
Literacy Coordinator
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CARTS
Exciting opportunity for guitarists
at KA's
We are lucky enough to have a private teacher
wishing to run a guitar club at King Alfred's. With
a reduced elective programme this term it is
fantastic to be able to offer an additional music
experience for students that will both improve
musicianship and be a lot of fun. If you are
interested in joining please email Lyn
on: jamie.lwaugh@talktalk.net
Once we have an idea of the level of interest
from students we will confirm arrangements for
this exciting new club.
Sarah Mullington
Head of Music

Year 9 artists proudly displayed
some of their art work at Childrey
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Year 10 Work Experience—July 2017

O

nce again our Year 10 students have excelled
themselves out in the local community and
further afield. I am extremely proud of them all,
and wish to thank everyone who has helped support
these students; especially those parents/guardians
who have clocked up many miles to transport them to
their place of work!
I would like to share with you a snapshot of the
feedback from employers and students; it sums up the
valuable experiences that the vast majority of our
students achieved during their Year 10 work
experience last term:
Employer: I just wanted to let you know that Hetty
(Heather) was a fantastic student. She participated in
several meetings we went to (very rare for students to
feel confident to do this). She has helped me no end
offering her insight and opinions – it has been a
pleasure working with her.
I’ve also received very positive feedback about
Edward and Jacob.
Karen
Employer: It has been both a privilege and a pleasure
to have Adam along for the week. He has worked
incredibly hard this week and has been engaged the
whole time. Hopefully he has had an appreciation of
what is involved with business. Engagement, personal
growth, collaboration and teamwork have been
discussed and experienced both directly and indirectly.
He has engaged with the operational teams and been
involved in working with them too. Adam has also
been out with me surveying in London and locally,
meeting and interacting with clients too.

camaraderie within the team of tree surgeons, as I
have travelled around to many places and observed
surveying.
Employer: Millie is a very engaging and enthusiastic
team player and it was our pleasure to show her an
overview of the industry. Millie certainly showed
attributes suited to a career in estate agency - we
hope she enjoyed her time with us.
Millie: I really enjoyed my time with Douglas
Simmons. I especially liked going out to visit clients. I
was busy all of the time and may be offered a
weekend job!
Employer: Elise has been a fabulous student, quiet to
start off with, but then cracked on with every task and
really used her initiative. All of her work has been to a
high standard, and she speaks really well with
customers, well done!
Elise: I’ve enjoyed my placement, I particularly enjoy
serving customers and helping them with any
problems.
Employer: It has been a pleasure to have Jamie here
for his work experience. He has been extremely
hardworking, completed all tasks to a high standard,
with a very positive attitude.
Jamie: I have been given a variety of tasks to do such
as priming, sanding down and grinding car bodies.
My favourite job is paint spraying. I have learnt so
much.
Sue Cronin
Work Experience Manager

He would be a
welcome member of
our team now or in
the future.
Paul
Adam:
enjoyed

I

have
the
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KS5 Results

O

n behalf of all at the school, we offer
congratulations to the GCSE cohort of
2017 who have been the first year group
to sit the new GCSE courses in Maths and
English.
Our students should feel delighted with their
achievements and take confidence that their hard
work, persistence and resilience, during a period
of uncertainty with examinations, has delivered
good results that will serve them well in the
future.
We are thrilled with their level of
performance and excited that some students
achieved the top grade 9 in English and
Mathematics which is especially praiseworthy, as
so much has been written about the increased
level of challenge attributed to the new GCSEs.
In the current climate of change to GCSE
subjects and their grades, all at King Alfred’s
Academy were delighted to see the class of 2017
achieve such a good set of results. Students
showed determination, dedication and resilience
which has led to success across a broad
curriculum. These results are a product of five
years’ hard work. In all 61% of students achieved
a grade 9-4 in both GCSE Maths and English.
For the second year in a row nearly one third of
all Year 11 achieved the challenging EBacc suite
of qualifications. This a key Department of
Education performance measure consisting of a
pass in all of English, Mathematics, two
Sciences, Humanities and a Language at GCSE.
The results of our students have outperformed
many Oxfordshire schools in this challenging
qualification.
Many students achieved outstanding GCSE
results. In total 27 students achieved 7 or more
A or A* grades. Of these students, particular
mention should be made of Benedict Hutchinson,
Nathan Edwards, Harrison Goodman, Hannah
Hooker, Vicki Spits, Freya Royan and Kate
Strange who all achieved more than 4 A* grades
- a magnificent achievement. In addition to these
were Hannah Hooker, Elizabeth Ratcliffe, Ruth
Harris, Matthew Chambers and Caleb White who
between them achieved 31 A*, each having
achieved six or more. Elizabeth Ratcliffe
managed to combine this with performing in our
highly successful school production ‘Joseph’. A
very talented young woman! What also needs to

be highlighted is that no matter what a
student’s starting point is when they enter
King Alfred’s, significant progress can be
made. Notably, Daisy Patto, Edward Record,
Caitlin Donalson and Callum Penman are
students who have achieved the highest rates
of progress in their year group. This only
comes with hard work and determination.
Huge congratulations must be given to them!
Given the Academy’s unwavering support of
extra curricula interests, a number of students
chose to complete a Higher Project
Qualification alongside their 10 GCSE’s. All 9
students who attempted the qualification
achieved a grade B or above. Of these
students, particular mention goes to Ella
Newbould and Chloe Aston who both
achieved an A.
All this success has been achieved during a
time of huge transition at King Alfred’s
Academy, great turbulence in the education
system and a year of personal challenge for
many students and staff. They are a credit to
the school and the community. This time next
summer we will finally be a two site school in
both upgraded and brand new facilities and
we are very excited about the significant
benefits that this will bring to our students, and
also our staff.
Moving ahead, parents may find the
information on the next page helpful in
unravelling the new grading system.
The new GCSE structures are summarised
below. There are more changes ahead as
another suite of subjects move to the new 9-1
system from 2018.
David Johnson
Head of Year 11
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Sixth Form Results

O

utstanding results including a record number of top grades achieved by KAA Sixth Form
students
We were delighted with the results of our Year 13 students on 17 th August, which are arguably the
school's best ever. In particular the proportion of A level entries awarded an A* or A grade - 33% - matches our
best ever, while the proportion of Distinction* grades for equivalent BTEC National qualifications - 59% - far
exceeds the previous best, and means that overall 40% of results were at either A*, A or Distinction*.
This year group responded with great positivity to a challenging two-year journey, with most A level students
taking at least one of the new linear courses. They worked extremely hard, supported each other admirably and
fully deserve their successes. We would also like to acknowledge the tremendous support they have received
from staff and from their families.
A number of individual performances deserve special mention. Sam Farrington tackled Additional Further Maths
independently, as well as an A level Electronics course taught via video conferencing, and secured grades
A*A*A*A*A and a place to read Mathematics at Durham University. Elliot Cheetham, with grades A*A*A*A* and
an A* grade in an Extended Project Qualification will read Physics at the University of Surrey, while Anna Harris,
also with A*A*A*A* and an A* grade in her EPQ will read Natural Sciences at Cambridge. Also going to
Cambridge are Anna Kirk, with grades A*A*A* and an A in her EPQ, to read Natural Sciences and Maddy Elliott,
also with A*A*A* and an A* in her EPQ, to read Geography. Tom Mawdesley with grades A*AA and an A* in his
EPQ has secured a place to read History at Oxford. Ciara Watkins will be applying for Law this autumn with
grades A*A*A* and an A* in her EPQ.
Another year of exceptional results in A level Mathematics has supported many students in their applications to
top research universities. Ellie Wilson, with grades A*A*A* will read Mathematical Physics at Nottingham and
Richard Woolley with A*A*A* has met the most challenging possible conditional offer to read Chemical
Engineering at Imperial. Also noteworthy are Ayshe Ozbayraktar with A*AA who will read Biomedical Science at
UCL and Armand Halgreen with A*AAC who will read Mathematics at St Andrews. Across A level Mathematics
and Further Mathematics courses 61% of grades were A or A*. We are also delighted with strong English
literature results in the first year of a new linear A level, with 83% of results at grades A*-B. Congratulations to
Luke Edwards with A*A*A and a place to read English Literature and Creative Writing at Warwick.
We are delighted with the performance of students on our vocational BTEC courses, which are becoming
increasingly popular nationally as they provide a great route onto many sought-after university courses.
Distinction* grades are needed for these, so it is great to see so many of our students securing them thanks to
their consistent hard work in the areas of Medical Science, Sport, Business, Dance and Health and Social Care.
Taking an additional A level or Extended Project Qualification alongside their BTEC courses has given some of
our top students a great advantage too. For example Izzie Hale and Leah Robinson have both secured double
Distinction* grades in both their Medical Science and Health & Social Care Diploma courses, as well as A grades
for their EPQs. Izzie will be studying Adult Nursing at UWE while Leah will be studying Paediatric Nursing at
Oxford Brookes. Meanwhile Ellie Galbraith has secured a double Distinction* in Medical Science, another
Distinction* in Health & Social Care and a B grade in A level Sociology and will be applying for Sociology with
Criminology this autumn.
We are proud of the achievements of all of our students, in terms of their academic successes and their
impressive commitment to extra-curricular activities too varied to mention here. We wish them all the best as
they leave to embark on an exciting range of future opportunities. Once again we are delighted that so many of
our students are going on to further study with 34 students going to Russell Group universities – 37% of our
university applicants compared to 21% nationally – and 85% achieving their first choice university. Other
students have moved straight into exciting careers and apprenticeships. We celebrate their success!
Headline figures:
Number of students completing Year 13: 134 (147 last year)
With grades A*-E: 99.5% (99% last year)
With grades A*-B: 63.5% (53% last year)
With grades A*-A: 40.0% (27% last year)
Tim Lawrence
Head of Sixth Form
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Duke of Edinburgh

W

e had a wonderful DoE season last summer – 380 students taken away on an expedition of some type! Thank you to the DoE Team of 33 staff, volunteers and helpers
ensuring it ran smoothly and for giving students this amazing opportunity.

Our Gold students rose to their 5-day challenge in very remote areas of Scotland and the Silver groups combatted ridiculously high temperatures in their expeditions on the South coast.
The Bronze students had the normal combination of sunshine and rain in the Cotswolds!
It is now time for Year 10 and Year 12 students to check that they have completed their
Bronze and Silver Awards respectively and that all of their assessor reports have been uploaded.
We will be hosting a D of E Celebration Evening for all of our ‘completers‘ this year.
The date will be in October – an invite will be sent to every student who has achieved their D
of E award this year. (They have until 29th Sept to achieve this).

Gold Practice

Silver Practice

Gold Assessment

Gold Staff

Silver Assessment

More information on joining
DoE can be found in this
year’s Trip Brochure

Juliane Spiers
DoE Manager
Bronze Assessment
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What’s On
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Trips 2018

O

ur exciting range of trips has been launched in the 2018 Trip
Brochure. This will be e-mailed to you, but can also be found on the
Parent VLE and our web site, or you can request a paper copy via
Site Offices.
Applying for trips is slightly different this year—please fill in the application
form in the back of the booklet but do not send any money. Once your son/
daughter has been accepted onto the trip you will get a letter advising of this
and the payment schedule, which should be paid via ParentPay. No cash or
cheques are accepted.
We hope your son/daughter will enjoy the wonderful choice of trips on offer!

Centre Site Portway Wantage Oxfordshire OX12 9BY
Telephone: 01235 225700
Email: enquiries@kaacademy.org
www.kaacademy.org

