
Dear Parents & Guardians 

S 
o this is the first First Thursday as a two site school; apologies 
for the slight delay as our focus has been firmly on starting 
out as we mean to go on. The students and staff have 

adapted brilliantly and enthusiastically to our new life. The new and 
updated buildings on both sites have been really appreciated by 
everyone and Year 7 & 8 students have voted with their feet about 
the fact that they much prefer West site, from the bigger and better 
appointed classrooms, being seated on chairs in assembly, far 
better lunch and break arrangements, the sports facilities and the 
general spaciousness of the site. Year 9 & 10 are really enjoying the 
new buildings and the more collegiate feel of Centre Site, and 
everyone is enjoying the new Learning Culture we have adopted as 
part of the move. All year groups had an assembly on their return 
about the opportunity for a resetting of the Learning Culture, and 
students and staff have risen to the challenge. The Leadership 
Team have visited over 300 lessons in the first week back, focusing 
on Learning Culture (including readiness to learn, quality of 
bookwork and learning relationships). There is without doubt a 
marked shift with the school operating between only two sites and in 
new and updated classrooms. It's hard to believe we've really 
arrived - but we have! 
 
We have had some excellent news this week 
about four students and one ex-student who 
have been offered places at Oxford or 
Cambridge. It is without doubt a very 
challenging process to get to this point and we 
offer out congratulations to the following 
students: 
 
 
Maddy Lewis-Hughes – History at Oxford 
Claire St George – English at Oxford 
Ellie Vizor – Biomedical Science at Oxford 
Fox Thompson – Maths at Cambridge 
Ciara Watkins – History at Cambridge 
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Interested in becoming a parent governor? 

K 
ing Alfred’s will be holding elections for parent governors in the new year. Have you ever 
wondered whether you have the time or the skills, and what it would involve? Are you 
thinking of standing for one of the parent governor positions? We are looking for 

enthusiastic, committed people, preferably with skills in either education, marketing or business. 
Before standing, we would like to offer you the chance to find out more about the role by talking 
to existing governors. If you are interested, please contact our chair of governors 
ghocking@kaacademy.org before mid January.  You may find this handbook helpful too: DfE 
Governance Handbook 

We are very excited about the new elective programme starting the w/c 22nd January. 
Students are making their choices on Monday 15th January, and being told which elective 
they have gained entry to on Friday 19th January. We hope you enjoyed having the 
opportunity to read the booklet well in advance, and I hope were impressed by the quality of 
offer being made to our students.  
 
Thank you to all parents who have responded so well to our new Transport Plan. The safety 
of students is at the heart of it, and we have appreciated your support with the new drop of / 
pick up arrangements on and around both sites.  
 
We are very much looking forward to welcoming Year 8 parents and students to Centre site 
this Thursday evening for Pathways' evening, and the opportunity to explore the new 
buildings; additionally, we are running a Science evening for Year 9 parents on Thursday 
February 8th (more details to come) and this will be an opportunity to see the new Science 
block! 
 
On behalf of the staff at King Alfred's, Happy New Year to you and your families. 
 

Jo Halliday 
Headteacher 

 

mailto:ghocking@kaacademy.org
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/582868/Governance_Handbook_-_January_2017.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/582868/Governance_Handbook_-_January_2017.pdf
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STUDENT WELLBEING 

         LEANNE AVIS          LAVIS@KAACADEMY.ORG    

What an exciting first two terms we have had!  As Head of Student Wellbeing, I have had the pleasure 

of  being involved in some exciting and incredible moments—let me share with you the highlights: 

 The full and varied programme of events over the course of this year’s ANTI-BULLYING WEEK 

with a very special performance to years 7—10 from Hannah Jane Lewis.* 

 A successful Year 7 Risk and Safety Theme Day—topics covered were e-safety, fire safety, 

drugs and alcohol 

 E-Safety Assemblies for Years 9 and 10 which focused on what’s appropriate to share alongside 

the dangers of sharing something in an instant and immediately losing ownership as it then 

belongs to the world wide web! 

 Well-received Positive Mental Health Assemblies delivered to Year 7 and 8 students by Mr 

Charrington (PSHCE Coordinator) alongside myself with help from Sixth Form leaders; Lizzie 

Ratcliffe and Harry Goodman.  Both gave practical advice for maintaining positive mental health. 

*Full article included in this edition of First Thursday 

HIGHLIGHTS 

6TH FEBRUARY - SAFER INTERNET DAY 

During the week preceding Safer Internet Day, all students will have a dedicated assembly and PSHCE lessons 

based on this years theme “Create, Connect and Share Respect”. To coincide with this nationally observed day, 

Year 8 students will take part in an E-Safety Theme Day during which they will look at privacy, passwords, 

sharing things online as well as how to use the internet appropriately. 

This months app is ‘SnapChat’ an app which is very popular amongst secondary school age 
students. You may have recently received a memo from Thames Valley Police with advice on 
checking your child's contacts on the app. Students were also reminded about the “Snapmap” 
feature during Hannah Jane Lewis’ performance on 17th November — “Snapmap” is an interactive 
map which, if not disabled, allows any of your contacts to see exactly where you currently are (it is 
accurate and will even show which house you are in on any street in the world!). This presents 
clear risks, as it would allow the movement of users, including children, to be easily tracked.  This 
information would be extremely useful to someone seeking to groom or otherwise harm a young 
person. This feature is really easy to disable by changing the settings to ‘ghost mode’, which 
prevents the app from revealing the location of its user.  To do this, users should go to the ‘selfie 
mode’ on the camera, zoom out and select the option of ‘ghost mode.’ It is important that 
should you have any safeguarding concerns you report them to the appropriate authorities without 
delay. 

APP ADVICE AND TOP TIPS 
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ANTI-BULLYING WEEK with Hannah Jane Lewis 

This year’s national Anti-bullying week took place from 13
th
 – 17

th
 

November and had the theme “All Different, All Equal”. To raise 
awareness of this year’s theme each year group had an assem-
bly about anti-bullying and also took part in a series of three tutor 
time PSHCE sessions. 
At the end of the week on Friday 17

th
 November, Years 7 – 10 

were audience to a performance by singer/songwriter Hannah 
Jane Lewis. As part of her performance of covers and some of 
her own songs, Hannah spoke to the students about anti-
bullying, cyber-bullying and how to protect their safety online, 
through the use of high priva-
cy settings. 
 

The students really enjoyed 
the day and understood the 

importance of the message being delivered. 
 

Year 7 students commented that: 
 

“It’s really cool to see someone I listen to on YouTube come 
into the school and talk about really important things.” 

“I am going to make sure I am more careful online after hearing what 
Hannah said today”. 

 
Leanne Avis 

Head of Student Wellbeing 
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B 
etjeman Park in Wantage is pleased to announce the appointment of Amelia Taylor 
as the first King Alfred’s Student Trustee to the Park.  This is a new rolling 
appointment, designed to provide a form of work experience for the student, and 

strengthening ties between the Park and King Alfred’s Academy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
King Alfred’s students are major users of the Park, and Amelia will assist other Trustees to 
‘see’ the Park through the eyes of this important stakeholder group.  Amelia is also 
expected to open new communication channels between the Park, the Academy and the 
student community.  The Park hopes the work experience benefits will include both insights 
to the role of Trustees as well as operation of a Park, embracing real estate, finance and 
engagement, wide-ranging aspects common to the operation of Hyde Park, Central Park, 
or any other park. 
 
Amelia is in 6

th
 form at King Alfred’s, interested in going on to study marine ecology.  She 

will have a vote at Trustee meetings but not the burden of Trustee liability. 
 
Pictured : Flora Nuttgens, Clerk to the Trust, Amelia Taylor, Student Trustee & Terry 
Gashe, Trustee, by the yew tree in the performance area in Betjeman Park 

Betjeman Millennium Park—First King Alfred’s Student 

Trustee Appointment 
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Students tread the boards on legendary London 
stage  

S 
tudents from Stagecoach Faringdon, including Saskia Donaldson (8V1) 
and Mia Helm (8R2) from King Alfred’s Academy stepped into the spotlight 
last weekend when they got the chance to perform at The Shaftesbury 

Theatre in London’s West End.  
 
As part of the nationwide Stagecoach Performing Arts initiative, the children 
joined talent from across the UK and performed a beautiful piece from the classic 
musical ‘Singing in the Rain’.  
 
The iconic Shaftesbury Theatre has played host to many musicals over the years including Hairspray, 
Rock of Ages and Motown the Musical, and now students from 16 Stagecoach schools across the 
country entertained friends and family as they got a taste of West End stardom. Stagecoach Performing 
Arts Faringdon Principal, James Barker says: “For the children to be able to perform at the Shaftesbury 
Theatre is a dream come true, whether they dream of being West End stars or they dance, sing and act 
for fun. Performances like this are a huge confidence booster and there is a great sense of camaraderie 
amongst the pupils. It was a magical day for all concerned, with the students gaining the wonderful ex-
perience of performing in the West End.  The pupils put all their efforts into an astounding performance, 
which had everyone on their feet cheering.” 
 
Stagecoach Performing Arts Faringdon is part of a network of more than 650 extra-curricular Perform-
ing Arts Schools worldwide. Stagecoach aims to make a difference in its students lives by teaching Cre-
ative Courage for Life and many children have gone on to study and work in Performing Arts from 
blockbuster films to countless roles in local theatre productions. Early Stages classes are available for 
children aged four to six and Main Stages classes take place for six to 18 year olds every weekend.  
 
For more information about Stagecoach Faringdon, please visit their website at http://
www.stagecoach.co.uk/faringdon or call 01367 240663 

Reverse Advent Calendar 
A big thank you to students in 11W4 who took part 
throughout December in a reverse advent calendar, 
donating two boxes worth of items to the local Food 
Bank. Well done also to Libby Steptoe who donated 
the most items of everyone in the tutor group! 
 

Miss Quick & Mrs Shale 

 

 

http://www.stagecoach.co.uk/faringdon
http://www.stagecoach.co.uk/faringdon
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 MFL 

Who's Lucía? 
Hola a todos! My name is Lucía and I come 
from Yecla, a little city of Murcia, in the 
south east of Spain, famous thanks to its 
beaches. My land is famous also for its love 
for football (although I have always 
preferred muay thai or boxing).  Apart from 
the sport, I love reading too and that's why I 
chose my degree (Spanish Language and 
Literature). I wouldn't be able to choose a 
favourite writer, but I can say that Ángel 
González is my favourite poet (you will love 
him if you read his poetry!). In addition, I 
don't only love to travel, but also I need to 
do it, and that one of the reasons I decided 
to leave Spain for a while and go to another 
country. England was my first choice 
because of its language, its beautiful places 
(I love nature and seeing so much green 
everywhere), its culture... but I can't say 
that I chose England because of its weather 
(Spain wins in this topic, sorry). Here, I am 
going to miss the "paella" and the "tortilla 
de patatas", but, instead, I will have a lot of 
vegan food that it's more difficult to find in 
Spain (I am a vegetarian)! Spain and 
England are different countries, but have a 
lot in common, specially nice people, so it 
won't be difficult for me to feel like if I was 
at home. See you soon! 

Who's Marie-Cécile? 
Bonjour ! My name is Marie-Cécile and I am 
the new French assistant at KA. You must 
have noticed,  I’ve got two first names which 
is quite common in France! 
 
I come from Besançon, a small town of 
eastern France. As my region borders 
Switzerland, we share the same landscapes 
and a certain passion for food. We have 
loads of regional dishes, and almost all of 
them contain potatoes and really – really! – 
good cheese. I have to admit that I already 
miss cheese… I will certainly miss French 
bakery as well, especially  croissants but 
last week I enjoyed a real full English 
breakfast for the first time, and it was so 
good that I am sure that it will  replace my 
croissant for breakfast very soon! 
When in France, I normally do a lot 
of activities: I like to hike on our regional 
mountains and to walk along our local 
rivers. I also love skiing with my friends 
during wintertime. There are many of lakes 
in the surroundings, which are just perfect 
for swimming in the summer… If the 
weather is not good enough for outdoor 
activities, I  enjoy reading books (I read 
everything, from science fiction to poetry!), 
or cooking... Food, again. 
I started to learn English when I was 12 
because I loved listening to music: I wanted 
to understand the lyrics of my favourite 
bands, and almost all of them were from the 
UK! Through  music, I discovered a part of 
English culture and this is when I decided to 
learn more about British lifestyle, 
its specialities and 
discover Britain's beautiful landscapes. 
  
I love  French culture and I will be really 
glad to share it with students at KA.  I have 
a lot to learn about England, and students 
will learn a lot about France. So please, 
don’t hesitate to show me how curious you 
are- ask me some questions! À bientôt!  
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Lead the Way by Learning a Language 

The British Council recently pub-
lished ‘Languages for the Future’, a 
report analysing the importance of 
learning foreign languages to the 
UK’s workforce, businesses and glob-
al security. Based on 10 different fac-
tors ranging from tourism and future 
trade priorities to levels of English 
proficiency in other countries, the top 
10 languages according the British 
Council are shown here. 

 

Students at King Alfred’s continue 

to buck the national trend for lan-

guage learning with around 2/3 of 

our students taking a language GCSE in either French or Spanish. It is certainly 

not without its challenges but it is a rewarding and worthwhile choice. Read on 

to find out why one of our students chose Spanish alongside the Sciences at A 

Level. 

T 
he benefits of studying a foreign language – a student’s 
view 
Being able to speak a foreign language is one of the most important skills you can learn as student, 
not only because of the obvious benefits of travel, but because it marks you out as a skilled learner to 

future employers, thus making you more employable. A survey of over 600 employers shows that not speaking 
a foreign language can restrict an employee’s options, as they are less likely to access overseas work, in turn 
limiting their understanding of other cultures and their business sense. In fact, this lack of language skills has 
been identified as the main reason young people do not take the opportunity to work overseas.  
 
Furthermore, the UK needs more linguists- especially after Brexit. Fewer and fewer students are taking a lan-
guage at GCSE, with a decrease of over 25% studying both French and Spanish in only the last four years. The 
CBI/Pearson Education and Skills survey this year commented that, ‘If the UK is to be successful as a globally 
open trading nation, it will need more of its people to be able to communicate adequately in those new markets.’ 
So buck the trend and get ahead! 

Will Bardell, Year 12 Spanish student 
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Modern Foreign Languages – Talking the Talk 

It can be a nerve-racking experience to 
speak in a different language and we are 
working hard in French and Spanish to 
increase all students’ confidence with 
games and a variety of activities. 
 

 All year groups are working on role-
plays (one of three tasks in the GCSE 
exam). Here are some photos of Year 
11 students getting into character for a 
role-play in a doctors surgery in Spain! 

 A group of Year 11 students are working 
during tutor time on Wednesdays to 
improve their fluency, alongside some of 
our A Level French and Spanish 
students. 

 Year 10 and 11 students are completing 
questions in their ‘Rough Guide to 
Speaking’ booklets each term and then 
using flashcards to revise their answers. 

 Our new French and Spanish assistants 
are working with Year 11 and 6

th
 form 

students on 
their general 
conversation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

So, how can 
you help at 
home?  
 All students 

are issued 
with a list of 
‘non-
negotiable’ 
vocabulary 
which they 
have to know in order to make progress in 
all skills (listening, reading, writing and 
speaking). Test them on these phrases and 
encourage them to make flashcards on 
paper on using www.quizlet.com. 

 Students should try to immerse themselves 
as often as they can by listening to music or 
watching TV in French or Spanish. It is 
really easy to change the language on 
Netflix to watch your favourite series in 
another language. Listening to French / 
Spanish will really improve students’ 
pronunciation. 

 
You do not need to sound 100% French or 
Spanish but remember: practice makes 
progress! 
 

Ali Quick 
Head of Modern Foreign Languages 

 

Music Results 
Congratulations to the following  
EMILY BROWN  GRADE 2  Piano pass  
ROSS PURBRICK  GRADE 1 Piano MERIT  
ISABELLE BROWN GRADE 1  Piano MERIT  
JOSEPH MONEY  GRADE 1  Piano DISTINCTION 
MOLLY RIGBY  GRADE 7  Singing DISTINCTION 

http://www.quizlet.com


Page 10 

Karting Champions 

T 
he final round of the Oxford Karting Junior 
Championships 2017 took place on Sunday 
3rd December 2017.  The Oxford Karting 

Championships consists of 10 rounds held on the 
1st Sunday of the month in Oxford and attracts 
drivers from across the county. The Competition 
rounds started in February and concluded in 
December.  
 
Championship points were awarded for the top 5 
drivers and after an extremely close competition 
spanning 10 rounds  we are delighted to say that 
the Oxford Karting Junior  Championship  for 2017 was won by 13 year old Sebastian 
Marsden-Nicholas in 9W2. The second place position went to 12 year old Roman Marsden-
Nicholas in 7W2. The brothers finished on equal points and the winner was decided on a 
count back over the 6 previous races.  
 
The Championship is intended to provide an opportunity for young enthusiastic individuals 
under the age of 16 years to compete at entry level motorsport racing Sodi 270cc karts.  
To qualify for entry into the open competition drivers needed to qualify with a minimum 
standard 21 timed laps and perform a proficiency test.  
 
Each round the drivers took part in a practice session, followed by a qualifying session to 
decide pole position , then a 30 lap race. Both Sebastian’s and Roman achieved  several 
race wins, 2nd and 3rd place positions between them.  
 
Both Sebastian and Roman have been offered  training sessions to be  in pro karts at 

Protrain in Northampton during the 
February holiday.  
 
The new season kicks off again in 
February where Sebastian will be aiming to 
defend his title and Roman will be aiming 
to go one better 
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 School Games 

B 
elow are some of the amazing stats that the School Games have produced in the five districts of 
Oxfordshire and at the County Finals for the 2016/17 academic year. 
 

The School Games is the school based legacy of London 2012.  There is a School Games Organiser in 
almost every district in the country providing competitive opportunities, leadership training and extra-
curricular sports clubs to young people from 7-19 years old in a huge variety of sports. 
 
The School Games is divided into 3 levels.  Level 1 is competitions between classes or houses within a 
school.  Level 2 is competitions between schools at cluster and district finals and Level 3 is the county 
finals.  The stats below highlight the work we have been doing in Oxfordshire to give as many young 
people a high quality of experience of competitive sport. 
 
We also provide competitive opportunities for young people with disabilities as well as training a huge 
array of young people to become coaches and officials to help make events run. 

 
Our aim is get as many young 
people physically active and 
enjoying sport at whatever level 
they feel ready for.  As well as 
providing those young people 
who have an interest in coaching, 
leading and officiating, the best 
possible experience and 
exposure to high quality 
competitions. 
 
With 95% of roughly 250 primary 
schools and 100% of roughly 50 
secondary schools in 
Oxfordshire, I feel we are making 
a lasting impact. 
 

Danny Taylor  
Vale School Games Organiser 
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ONLINE MORRISBY ASSESSMENT  
KING ALFRED’S ACADEMY TUESDAY 27TH 

MARCH 2018.9-11AM 
 

 Competitively priced at £79 
 Convenient online version 
 Increases self-awareness 
 Tools for exploring careers choices 
 Open to students from year 10-13 
 
 
Not sure which career you're suited to? Our 
Online Morrisby assessment can 
help. It increases self-awareness by revealing 
your aptitudes, interests, preferences and 
motivations. 
 
Innovative online support provides tools for 
exploring the career and educational choices 
suggested for you and enables you to refine 
these choices over time to ensure they remain 
relevant. 
 
Our Online Morrisby package comprises: 
Two-hour series of supervised online assessments 
 
 Detailed report, available immediately or soon after the session 
 One-hour session with a careers adviser to talk through your report 
 Lifetime access to the Morrisby information website 
 
Please contact Sue Cronin if you are interested in your son/daughter taking this assessment: 
scronin@kaacademy.org 
 
 
 

CAN I GET THIS FREE? 
 You may qualify for a free service through our bursary scheme which covers the full cost of one of 

our paid-for services. 
 Email:info@adviza.org.uk to discuss the eligibility criteria or call 03300 248 258 to discuss your 

situation (Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm) 
 Or contact Sue Cronin at King Alfred’s Academy: scronin@kaacademy.org 

mailto:scronin@kaacademy.org
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What’s On? 
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What’s On? 
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What’s On? 
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What’s On? 



Parents/Carers — Can you help? 

Centre Site  Portway  Wantage  Oxfordshire  OX12 9BY 
Telephone:  01235 225700    

Email: enquiries@kaacademy.org 
www.kaacademy.org 

YEAR 1O WORK EXPERIENCE 
Mon 16th July - Tuesday 24th July 2018 

 
 

Every Year our Year 10 students have the opportunity to gain 
Work Experience, giving them a valuable insight to the world of work as well as giving them more confidence to 

prepare for finding their own employment. 
As many of The Vale of White Horse Schools seem to be on work experience at the same time there is a short-

age of quality placements for our students. 

Are you working, know of any family or friends who work in the following categories and 
may be willing to accept students for this period? 

Administration, Business and Office Work 

Building and Construction 

Catering and Hospitality 

Computer and IT 

Arts, Crafts and Design 

Education and Training 

Engineering 

Environment, Plants and Animals 

Financial Services, Banks 

Healthcare 

Languages, Information and Culture 

Legal and Political Services 

Leisure, Sport and Tourism 

Manufacturing and Advertising 

Media Print and Publishing 

Performing Arts 

Health and Beauty services 

Retail sales and customer services 

Science, mathematics and statistics 

Security and Armed Forces 

Social Work and Counselling services 

Transport and Logistics 



If you can help our students to gain this valuable experience in their chosen field, please get in 
touch: 

Mrs Cronin Careers & Work Experience  
Direct Tel no 01235 225700 Ext 2245 

scronin@kaacademy.org 

mailto:scronin@kaacademy.org

