Term 1
Dear Parents & Guardians

A
Academy News

KING ALFRED’S ACADEMY

s the new Headteacher at King Alfred’s Academy, I am
delighted to write my first contribution to our termly
newsletter. May I take this opportunity again to thank you all
– as well as your splendid sons and daughters – for the very warm
welcome I have received in conversations with parents and students
alike. I now feel very much part of the King Alfred’s community!
Along with many other things, we are seeking to make a change
moving forward with this publication. Previously known as ‘First
Thursday’ and published at the start of each term, we will now be
sending a new style newsletter out to parents in the final week of
each term, as a celebratory retrospective of all the wonderful events
and activities that your sons and daughters have been involved in
during the previous six weeks. My hope is that this will present a
timely opportunity to celebrate the end of each term with a colourful
review of all that has been achieved.
And what a term it has been! Our students looked so very smart
returning to KAs in their new school uniform; many thanks indeed for
your support with this change. In addition, the 3 to 2 building project
enters its final phase, and students can now enjoy outstanding
facilities on two sites, which include a £6.5m
science block on Centre, refurbished teaching
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do as a school to improve, and I can reassure all parents that this work is very much
underway. Already, in just six weeks, we have made significant progress. It was gratifying
to see that our Open Mornings and Open Evening were very well attended by prospective
parents from our community, and I am delighted that the feedback has been extremely
positive. Our student ambassadors at all events were simply outstanding – if your son or
daughter took part as a tour guide or a helper in one of the departments, you should be
extremely proud of them!
Our students at King Alfred’s continue to enjoy one of the richest programmes of
enrichment and extra-curricular activities I have ever known in any school. In addition, it is
wonderful to note that we now have over 300 students enrolled on the DoE programme at
King Alfred’s! Please read all about their achievements in this edition, as we head towards
the end of a very busy and very successful term. And if you do Twitter, please follow us at
@KAs_Wantage for daily updates and more news!
Rick Holroyd
Headteacher

See Page 5 to see more about what these students are
up to!
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STUDENT WELLBEING
LEANNE AVIS

LAVIS@KAACADEMY.ORG

HIGHLIGHTS
As we start the new school year, I would like to share some information about a new project we’re part of:

I met with Janet and Rebekah from Burnt Cakes Wantage WI
who have become part of the National Red Box Project. This
new project provides young women with sanitary products.

Over the summer holiday, the community was encouraged to
support the project by donating products and their generosity
stocked 3 red boxes full of tampons, sanitary towels and
knickers.

One box is available to KS3 students and another is available
to KS4 students and can be accessed via the Student
Managers. The third is with Ms Langley for our Sixth Form
students.

Read more here: https://www.oxfordmail.co.uk/news/16836298.period-poverty-wantage-womens-institute-launchred-box-scheme/

KEY DATES AND EVENTS:


Antibullying Ambassador County training—31st October

ANTIBULLYING NEWS
TOP TIP: Start having conversations around e-safety as soon as possible. Education is the best form of protection.
There are some really great resources to support those conversations on https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/
esafety-leaflets-resources/
This month’s app advice is about “TANGO” - this app is advertised as being appropriate for people aged 13+ but it’s
default privacy settings are very open. Tango is a messaging app, similar to Whatsapp and Kik. With Tango, you
can make video calls, text chat, share pictures and videos, play games and send music to friends. There are filters
that can be applied to pictures and videos.
Tango is public by default, and its location service can find Tango users that are close by. This means that
strangers near to the device that is using Tango, could add you. There are privacy settings to control who you
speak to and there is also an option to turn location services off. Usernames are always public, so it is important to
choose a username that doesn’t give away personal information, like first or last name and date of birth. Parts of
the profile can be left blank – like birthday or gender. If these are initially filled in, the user is not able to remove
them. It is important that should you have any safeguarding concerns you report them to the appropriate authorities
without delay.
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Year 10 Trip to Morocco—July 2018

W

e have just returned from an incredible week in Morocco with the Year 10s and our
Overseas Expedition partner, Global Footprints (30th June—7th July).

The trip was divided into 3 parts:
Part 1: Trekking in the Atlas Mountains, camping and the ascension of the highest mountain in North
Africa, Mt Toubkal. The summit day was hard-going but the students persevered and were really
proud to reach the top. We then slowly made our way back down the valley in time to watch the
England vs Columbia match in a local café!
Part 2: Camel trekking, relaxation at the beach and exploring the local shops of Essaioura. Students
enjoyed buying local ceramics and eating out.
Part 3: Exploring the vibrant city of Marrakech by day and night including its famous souks.
It was an enormous privilege to spend a week in the company of such incredible students.
Their determination to persevere on the mountain, to understand Morocco’s culture and to get to
know the locals were a credit to them. Students were physically very fit and it was clear how their D of
E expeditions had prepared them well! If you enjoy a physical challenge and the idea of getting to
know a different culture, do consider taking part in this trip in the future!
Kat Clark and Alastair Broome
Here are a few comments from the students that went on the trip:

“I loved all of the trip but my favourite part was when we were in
Essaouira the first day. I liked it because we could explore the town
and the culture ourselves and have some independence and then in
the evening when we played football against the locals, it was really
fun and we all felt really safe. The hotel was also really nice, I wish
we could have stayed there longer! All in all in was an amazing
experience.
P.S I also loved relaxing watching England beat Columbia after a long
day up the mountain! Thanks!"
Sophie Walden (10R4)

“One of the best moments of the trip was
when we finally summited. The feeling of
making it to the top was great! I also
enjoyed the R&R time at the beach and
exploring the souks in Essaouira. All of the
guides were really cool and helpful. It was
a great trip!"
Rob Whitfield (10V2)
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Year 7 Youlbury Trip September 2018

I

n the second week at King Alfred’s, two
hundred and forty nine
Year 7
students attended the Youlbury Scout
Camp for an overnight stay. This was
the biggest House event of the year! Students
camped in their respective villages and
experienced two days of fun, laughter and
team building. Moreover, it was a great
opportunity for students to forge friendships
that will instil a House allegiance for years to
come. It was students determination and
courage, combined with a desire to
collaborate during activities that impressed us
the most. I hope all the students that
attended the trip are very proud of their
efforts and are looking forward to future
residential trips with the King Alfred's
staff.
I am pleased to announce that the scores
were as
follows:
1st: Vale(Score:38)
2nd: Ridgeway (Score: 36)
3rd: White Horse (Score: 35)

Page

MFL
Primary linguists show off their French and Spanish skills

B

ack in July, the Modern Foreign Languages faculty welcomed Year 4, 5 and 6 pupils
from a range of primary schools. Staff were so impressed by the quality of their work
on French poetry after learning parts of the body in French. Later in term 6 pupils
attended sessions on Spanish numbers and learnt how to order an ice cream. Pupils wowed
teachers and 6th Form students alike with their fantastic pronunciation. We clearly have some
very talented linguists in our midst – well done to all those who came along and thank you to
the primary staff who supported their visits.
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Spanish Literary Event

E

arlier this year the Modern Foreign Languages faculty and the King Alfred’s
Academic Enrichment Programme were extremely fortunate to welcome Dr Caragh
Wells, Senior Lecturer in Hispanic Studies at Bristol University and expert on the
work of Spanish author Carmen Laforet.
Dr Wells delivered a three hour seminar to our A-level Spanish students on the works of
Carmen Laforet and her novel ‘Nada’ (our A Level literary text). Dr Wells was incredibly
impressed by the students’ understanding and later told me that they made more insightful
points than many of her Final Year students! She felt them to be extremely well prepared for
the academic rigours of University.

You may be aware that this year marks seven years since the introduction of Spanish to
King Alfred’s Academy. Our Year 13’s in 2017-18 were therefore the first students to study
the language through to A-level. We are immensely proud of their progress in the language
and would like to take the opportunity to wish them all the very best at university.
Ali Quick
Modern Foreign Languages

L

anguage Qualifications
If your son or daughter is fluent in a language other than English and would like to
undertake a GCSE or A Level at King Alfred’s this year, please get in touch so we can
help get your child’s studies underway as soon as possible.

A qualification at this level will require a significant amount
of motivation and organisation. In addition, we may need
to request support from colleagues outside of King
Alfred’s for speaking examinations and therefore need
plenty of notice to be able to do so.
Modern Foreign Languages Faculty
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Spanish Exchange 2018

I

went on the Spanish Exchange as a Year 10 and words can’t
describe how incredibly different and unforgettable it was. I
didn’t sign up for the trip in Year 9 as I struggled with being
homesick and I was worried about being away from home for
more than a week. It was quite nerve racking to even put my
name on the list but I am so grateful I did.
My partner came to England first so I was able to get to know her
and the teachers did an incredible job at partnering us up! We
had similar interests and humour so we got on perfectly. But
being in Spain was such an experience from; going to see
incredible sights, going to their school, ordering in a restaurant,
having loads of free time without teachers where we could
explore the area, going out with friends of our exchange partners,
eating the most amazing Spanish food and having almost hour long conversations in
Spanish with my exchange partner’s parents!
To some that may seem scary but the exchange
partners know English so well and, if I couldn’t get
across what I was trying to say to her parents, my
partner (and Word Reference) helped me so much.
And they were so encouraging that I even tried. The
people in Spain are all some of the nicest people I’ve
ever met. They just threw out compliments to whatever
they could!
Overall, for me this trip was life changing as I have met
some of my best friends that I’ll keep for life and
memories you could never experience anywhere else
on any other trip. You won’t regret it.
Vicki Low, Year 11 Spanish student
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Combatting the Summer Slide in MFL

S







T

o encourage students to keep up their
language learning over the summer, and
prevent any potential loss of learning,
students from Year 6 to Year 10 were set a bingo
challenge by the Modern Foreign Languages
faculty. Activities ranged from watching a French/
Spanish film, listening to music in the language,
cooking an authentic recipe and writing a
postcard to the MFL team at King Alfred’s.




pecial mention must go to the
following students who really went
above and beyond:
Zachary Harvey (Yr 8) – completed 10
tasks and sent two postcards. Travail
fantastique!
Amber Hollier (Yr 8) – completed 10
tasks. Trabajo marvilloso.
Oliver Rickard (Yr 8) & Tom Rickard (Yr
9) – fantastic personalised postcard and
created summer work booklets to
showcase the amazing work completed.
Wow!
Sophia Khlebnikova (Yr 7) – completed
all six Yr 6 tasks. Très bon travail!
Isabel Andersen (Yr 8) – used Duolingo
every day for two weeks. ¡Fenomenal!
Amy Miller (Yr 10) & Charlie Paget (Yr
11) submitted a whole pack of work –
c’était vraiment super.

We were overwhelmed by the tremendous
response from our students (and parents!). ‘Merci
beaucoup’ and ‘muchas gracias’ to everyone who
took part. We have really enjoyed reading about
your holidays and seeing photos of the
challenges you completed. Here are just a few of
the postcards we received. Look out for them up
on display in MFL teaching spaces!

Ali Quick
Head of MFL
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CARTS News
Music

A

great experience for Eddie

Picture right is Eddie Hidson from 8V1 along with
the other new joiners at the summer course of the
National Children's Brass Band of Great
Britain. Eddie is on the first row, next to the conductor
Nicholas Childs, who is rated currently as the best brass
band conductor in the world— so it was great experience
for Eddie. He learns with Sam Wyne, principal euphonium
at Wantage Band and plays in their contesting band,
Wantage Academy.
Eddie also received an award from the Oxfordshire County
Music Service last Saturday for getting a distinction in his
G6 cello.—well done Eddie!

Recent Music Results

Y

ear 12 Art and Design have

Emily Gooday GRADE 5 piano distinction
Daniel Donegan GRADE 2 piano MERIT
Molly Rigby GRADE 8 singing MERIT.

made a fantastic start their A
Level course developing their oil
painting skills and using the printing
press to create mono types.
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CARTS continued:

Two Year 9 classes joined together to start their Art
GCSE course by doing observational still life
drawings in charcoal

Year 10 Design Technology are working on
anthropometric data to design their stationery
holder. Sam proudly working on his research

Students have been working hard on planning their performances in
the new Drama and Music Studio.

Food Technology students have been
enjoying using the new rooms practising
a roux sauce.

Page 11

Library, Reading & Literacy News

T

hanks to KAPA funding, the
Loyd Library on Centre Site is
now partially open and will soon
be fully staffed by Sixth Formers and/or
teachers. We are still building our
collection, so donations of books in
good condition are welcome – please
send them in a bag for ‘Loyd Room
Library’ and your child can deliver them
to the Loyd Room or to Reception.
One of the areas we are developing is
our collection of sport books/
biographies. If you have any sports books that you no longer need, please do consider
donating them to our library. These are hugely popular with some of our students and will fly
off the shelves!

R

eading at King Alfred’s Academy
You will be aware that all students are now required
to bring a reading book to school as part of their
basic equipment. Obviously we want to encourage a love of
reading, but for students who are reluctant readers there are
important academic reasons to develop discipline in their
efforts to read. The following studies have looked at the
impact of reading on attainment (how well a student does in
school):






Reading for pleasure is a more important indicator of success than socio-economic/
educational status of parents (OECD/PISA 2009)
Reading aids with cognitive development (intelligence) and impacts across the
curriculum – students who read are likely to do ‘significantly better’, with a 9.9%
advantage in Maths by age 16! (IoE, London, 2013).
Science achievement: Researchers found that the strongest factor affecting pupils’
Science scores is reading comprehension (EEF, September 2017)
Reading improves teenagers’ vocabulary by 26% regardless of background (Centre for
Longitudinal Studies, November 2017)

Please do contact the enquiries email if you would like suggestions for how to encourage a
reluctant reader to engage with books.
Summer Reading Bingo
Congratulations to the 50+ students who participated in KA’s Summer Reading Bingo! We
had an impressive range of books read; 11 students managed to get a full house, meaning
they read 12 or more books over the summer – and they managed to find books to fit into
each category.
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The winners from the random prize draw are:
Alice Cox 7W3
Jake Gorman 7W2
Georgia Hartley 7W2
Connor Morgan 7V1
Matthew Muddiman 7W3
Isaac Westbury-Beal 7V3
**
Katarina Demmel 8V1
Frazer Denboer 8R3
Eve Goodenough 8V2
Eve Harmsworth 8V1
Miles Stene 8V4
Melissa Wagg 8V1
***
Nikola Kalita 9R4
These students will be invited to a ‘lucky dip’ prize-giving event in the library during a tutor
time. We will be using the Summer Reading Bingo reviews from these and other students to
promote our books!

W

ord of the Week
This year all students from Years 7-13 will be studying Greek and Latin word roots
to develop their vocabulary. I will be writing more about the importance of
vocabulary in future Newesletters; for the moment, please do take note of the Words of the
Week published in the parent diary. For example, for the first full week of term the root word
was ‘anthro’ meaning ‘human’ with the linked words anthropology, philanthropy and
misanthrope. This week it is ‘auto’ meaning ‘self’, ‘acting on its own’ with the linked words
autobiography, autocracy and automation.
Alice Visser
Reading Intervention Specialist and Literacy Coordinator
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Summer Sports Round-Up

U15 Boys Tennis v Wood Green
School

U15 League Cricket v Wood

With Wantage Tennis Club
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National School
Sports Week -
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Super 6s Athletics Leaders

U14 Super 6s Athletics
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U15 Boys Tennis v Matthew Arnold
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KATS News

Vicki Low - Diving
Victoria Low, from Southampton Diving Academy, dominated in the Girls’ Group B Platform
event. She performed consistently to finish on
top with a score of 237.85. Second place went
to Amelia from City of Sheffield Diving Club.

Other Sporting News
Equestrian Team - King Alfred's has an equestrian team and we are looking for new members. Anyone interested please contact Mr Bowler via enquiries.
Girls football - Wantage Town U18 Girls Football team are looking for new players.
Years 10-13 training on a Tuesday at Wantage Town Football Club - 6.45-8pm.
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KAA Dance Show
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Duke of Edinburgh

T

he D of E programme continues to go
from strength to strength here at King
Alfred’s. We took 400 students taken
away on an expedition of some type last year,
including our inaugural joint Gold Practice Trip
with Larkmead! Thank you to the D of E Team of 36 staff, volunteers and helpers ensuring it
ran so smoothly and for giving students these amazing opportunities as well as all the Parents
who helped, cajoled and thanked staff on the way.
Our Gold students rose to their five day challenge in very remote areas of Scotland and the
Silver groups combatted ridiculously high temperatures in their expeditions on the South coast
(again). The Bronze students had the normal combination of sunshine and rain in the
Cotswolds!
It is now time for Yr 10 + Yr 12 students to check that they have completed their Bronze and
Silver Awards respectively and all of their assessor reports have been uploaded. See me with
any issues.
We will be hosting the D of E Celebration Events for all of our completers this year.
on Wednesday 7th November . The Bronze awards are 6.30-7.30 and Silver Awards follow on
at 7.45 - 8.35 pm in Centre Hall.—invitations will be coming home shortly!
Gold Assessment Staff

Gold Practice

Base Camp Location

Silver Practice
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F

inally we had 12 students collect their
Gold Award from Buckingham Palace
this summer and seven more going to
St
James’s
Palace
in
December.
Congratulations to all – What a great
accomplishment

Summer DoE Award Students were:
Niall Watkins
Vicky Tilling
Chris West
Leah Robinson
Elliot Cheetham
Faith Brew
Wesley Jackson
Anna Harris
Olivia Taylor
Charlie Harrison
Anna Kirk
Beth Costar

And those due to get their Gold DoE award in
December are:
Jasmine Barrett
Kerry Louise Barnard
Ciara Watkins
Anna Willis
Kathryn Botchway
Emily Base
Sean Barnard

For those wishing to begin or continue on their D of E journey all the dates and information
can be found in the Enrichment Brochure.
Following assemblies to all year groups (Years 9-13) I know many are currently signing up
via Parent Pay and completing registration forms. The first two events were:
Gold Canoeists Introduction = Monday 15th October
Bronze Practice Walk = 14th Oct
If you have any further questions you can access lots more detail on www.dofe.org website
or email me.
Mrs Spiers
Duke of Edinburgh Manager
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Contacting King Alfred’s

Y

ou can contact King Alfred’s at any time on 01235 225700 or using the following
e-mail addresses:

smh@kaacademy.org – Anything related to logins for Show My Homework
finance@kaacademy.org – Anything related to Finance / Parent Pay
electives@kaacademy.org – Anything related to Electives
mcas@kaacademy.org – Any Username or Password issues
For all other enquiries please contact enquiries@kaacademy.org

In all cases please put the student’s name and tutor group in the subject line so that it
can easily be forwarded on. Whilst regular Parents’ Evenings are held, if you have any
questions you are welcome to contact any of your child(ren)’s teachers via this address
at any time.

P

arentpay
Communications regarding trips will be sent out via ParentPay but it has come
to our attention that some messages are going into ‘junk’ folders—please
check yours in case some important information has gone into Junk!

Centre Site Portway Wantage Oxfordshire OX12 9BY
Telephone: 01235 225700
Email: enquiries@kaacademy.org
www.kaacademy.org

